Eldorado Eagle

Dear Eldorado k8 Families,
This fall, our Eldorado K8 Staff embarked on creating scheatle S.M.A.R.T. Gpecific, M eas-
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ureable Attainable ResultsOriented, and’ ime-Bound) goals specifically around achievement
and school climate. Any time we set goals for ourselves, we know that it is best practice to|l
the effectiveness of our goal strategies along the way to see if 1) the strategies are workindfland 2)
to see if we are getting the results that we wish to see. This year, our primary achievemenigjgoal
was in the area of reading. We are excited to report to you owyanitdreading achievement

gains!

At this time, we are about halfay through the school year and we have just completeg/eaid
literacy assessments for altXstudents and for all of our struggling readers, Graels Bhis

was done in order to look more closely at student achievement gains and to assess our tedfhing
strategies with the students in the area of reading. In thigeaidreflection, we celebrate the
excellent student achievement that is happening at Eldors@lagkivell as pause as we look at : r
practice to see how we can better meet the needs of our children. The following is a breakfpwn of
how we are doing with our goals this year. There are 3 categories: achievement/equity, orniza—

tion, and school operations.

Achievement Goal (A):

El d or a8readirsy prgram continues to be rigorous as we support all students to reac
potential to become excellent readers. Here are theg/@aidstudent achievement results as of

March 2009 and the interventions/strategies that are being implemented at each grade levej|in our
K-8 reading program:
NOTE: AGL (above grade level); GL (grade level); BGL (below grade level)

Kindergarten: 39 AGL/ 78 GL/ 0 BGL

Zoo PhonicsTake My Teacher Homer ogr am, started dAliterffacy

acy teacher/paraeducator support at beginning of year for 30 min, smaller groups for S dents
at Guided Reading (GR) level X.

First Grade: 31 AGL/ 33 GL/ 25 BGL

Addi tional reading i nddgiurcgd omfalr &a drien -1 it.iem
for students on Individualized Learning Plans (ILPs) with instruction directly focused of

identified needs such as high frequency words, vowel sounds, blending sounds; literad

groups are based on skills and strategy needs.

Second Grade 33 AGL/ 25 GL/ 31 BGL

Additional small group reading instruction (i.e.: double dosing of reading time) focused|pn
detailed retell and fluency; fabove grdlde |
on comprehension skills).

Third Grade: 24 AGL/ 48 GL/ 4 BGL

Guided Reading/small group instruction for struggling readers on ILPs; above grade le | I
students are in larger groups with their reading focus still based on the identification off pe-
cific reading needs (such astedl, main idea, summarization, vocabulary, fluency) as the
main points of instruction.

Fourth Grade: 17 AGL/ 50 GL 7 BGL

Purposeful instruction in summary writing and integration of reading and writing; small
grqup instruction for students on ILPs;Rtl interventions with Parent volunteers.

Fifth Grade: 15 AGL/58 GL/ 8 BGL

ALiteracy flooding model 0 with additioffal r
cator teaching reading to small groups of students based on DRA2 assessment result and
CSAP data; focused instruction based on data results; a variety of trade books and sc | plastic
books are used to teach specific reading comprehension strategies; students on ILP aff receiv-
ing small group instruction with a licensed teacher; 50 minute block for reading time; s faller
groups for students below grade level.

Continued on page }




Principals' Message continued from page 1

Sixth Grade: 139/156 GL and 17 BGL

ILP Reading class, Study skills and reading skills, ELL classes,
Learning Labs for students with special needs. SPED also provif
targeted guided reading for students below grade level.

Seventh Grade: 151/167 GL and 16 BGL

Personal Development Reading Class, ELL Classes, Learning L§
for students with special needs. SPED also provides targeted g ’
reading for students below grade level.

Eighth Grade: 156/169 GL and 13 BGL

Personal Development Reading Class, ELL Classes, Learning Lgb
for students with special needs. SPED also provides targeted g F dig

reading for students below grade level.

Equity Goal (E):

At Eldorado k8, there are 42 students with English As A Second Lan
guage (ESL) needs at theSlevel. At this midyear benchmark, 23/42

ESL students are reading at or above grade level. The other 19 are i
cluded throughout the & grade levels in the BGL results. Middle leve
ESL reading results will be reported at the end of the year.

Our PTO (Soaring Eagles Alliance or SEA) and SIT group recently eg
lished a parent volunteer group to begin the conversation to support §
dents with second language needs in participating in extracurricular g
tivities by providing transportation services to and from events. This I
egy became an issue when some of our ELL families were administre
tively placed here at Eldorado-&for our ESL services, which are cur-
rently not offered at Monarch-B. The subcommittee identified this EL
transportation need as more of a middle level issue so that is where ni
focus of this work will be concentrated on. The subcommittee identifi
three areas that need to be investigated: Liability concerns, current B
transportation systems in place, and student needs assessment. The|
committee will continue to meet to coordinate this project so that we ¢
begin the fall 2009 with implementation of this service to our ELL fal
lies.

After the transportation project gets underway, the subcommittee will
work on establishing a parent liaison group to support the numerous §
families at Eldorado k8.

Organization Goal (O):

At Eldorado k8, we have been putting energy and effort toward conti
ous improvement in our school climate. We have fortified our student
adult connections at the Middle Level through our Advisory Program,
which brings guest speakers to talk with students about community s¢
vice and careers, and get students out into the community for a varie
service projects. Our advisory strand consists of 4 topics: careers, eq
interestbased, and CLS (community, leadership and service). We arg
addressing relationship and friendship issues through Middle Level fq
rums and Grade Level Town Hall Meetings, which are addressing relg
tional aggression, cyber bullying, and issues ofhiats. At the K5
level, Elementary participation Becond Stepa conflict mediation

teaching/learning program, focuses on teaching students about the fgp

of empathy.

Our School Climate Committee has been working hard to roll out our
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program, which will merge our Codg¢
Conduct and expectations with positive reinforcement recognition. O ’
PBS program is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2009. We are curre '

in the early implementation stages of planning our PBS program. As [

of this program, we began our Word of the Month activities in January
linked to positive reinforcements for behaviors demonstrating each

OQur #AWord of the Montho for the |
lows:
es  January: Diversity

February: Cooperation
March: Respect

bs April: Ownership

ded May: Acceptance

We are pleased to say that our initial planning stages of creating our
PBS program at Eldorado-& has energized our staff to recommit-

ing ourselves to creating a safe, positive learning environment, free
% m bullying and disrespectful behavior. Our word of the month

ick off this January 2009 has sparked an interest in our students to

honor each otherés DIVERSE diff el
itreat each other as we would | il
Just recently, our staff support

support our PBS work with the students. At Eldorado, we have begun
-implementationo¥ o u 6 v e b e e n-ingaadidgnhohstra® O A R
ing: Safety Ownership Acceptance Respect

Students receive a recognition c.
making good choices around the p
a®wner ship, Acceptance, and Respe.
Uiword of the montho PBS program
with full implementation next fall. We will continue talking about
a0ARing at Eldorado because at Eldorad@Kthis is what we do!

School Operations Goal (S):

eRegarding the migear Response to Intervention (Rtl) update, a

il committee of K8 classroom teachers, Learning Service teachers

§@.: Special Education teachers), Interventionists, a

sUBpeech/Language Pathologist, our ELL teacher, and administrators,

hrhave met to assess the effectiveness of the curr8rRi schedule,

the Problem Solving Team (PST) process, and discuss changes in the
6thd 8th grade Master Schedule to support our children 100% in
succeeding at Eldorado academically and social/emotionally. In
addition, K-8 teachers have received updated training regarding

| Problem Solving Team processes and strategies. Currently, the PST
Staff meeting time and grade level team meeting time have been
dedicated to discussing student needs and concerns. Lastly, we are
exploring ways to bring researtfased intervention strategies and

uProgress monitoring tools and assessments for professional develop-
ment training for the 2062010 school year. This professional de-
velopment opportunity will assist staff in identifying and accessing
_appropriate interventions and assessments to monitor progress along
the way to better meet the needs of students both academically and

i@[ganizationally. The members of our administration team recently
attended the Boulder Valley Schoq
sponsored by CDE to review best practices around Rtl implementa-
tion at the school level.

We are doing excellent work here at Eldorad8 Knd your students

are SOARING! Take the time to congratulate your children in being
liR@pectful community members, as they always strive to do their very
best in school. We are pleased and you should be proud. At Eldo-
rado,wefi Dare to Soar! o

ofn Partnership,
|)Robyn R. Hamasaki
Prrincipal, Eldorado K8



K-8 NEWS

CAILENDAR OF EVENTS
Please check our school
marquee and website for updated information.

SEA Meeting April 1 In the Library @ 7:00p.m.
Chess Club April 7 In the Library @ 7:45a.m.

ML Track Begins April 13

Chess Club April 14 In the Library @ 7:45a.m.

SIT Meeting April 15 In the Library @ 6:00p.m.
Beauty and the Beast April 15, 16, 17 In the Cafetorium @ 7:00p.m.
String Camp April 16-17 YMCA Camp

09/ 10 Kindergartener s OApH 16ely i e w In the Kindergarten Classrooms
Chess Club April 21 In the Library @ 7:45a.m.

1°' Grade Musical April 21 In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m.
ML Jazz Festival @ E+8 April 22 In the ML classrooms

Take Your Child to Work Day April 22 ALL DAY

4™ Grade Musical April 23 In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m.
7" -8" Grade Track Meet April 23 TBD

NO SCHOOL April 24 Conference Exchange Day

NO SCHOOL April 27 Conference Exchange Day

NO SCHOOL April 28 Professional Development Day
E-360 Development Day April 29 In the Large Gym from 3:38:00p.m.
6" Track Meet April 29 TBD

3 Grade Musical April 30 In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m.

CALLING ALL 09-10 KINDERGARTENERS

WE NEED ALL 2aii®10 KINDERGARTEN PARENTS TO REGISTER THEIR CHILDREN ON LINE NOW! PLEASE GO
WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR CHILD, THEN BRING PAPERWORK TO ELDORADO REGISTRATION OFFICE AS [p

Kindergarten Student Enroliment Onlidesase go twww.mab.bvsd.omnd begin your registration process for the 2009 school year.
Before you begin, please have the following documents/informdtion available
e Demographic information for your student, parent/guardians and other household members
e Emergency contact information, including:
At least one emergency contact (other than a parent or guardian)
Health care provider contact information, if applicable
Educational history for your student
Health information for your student
Special needs information for your student

Immunization records for your student

After completing the Student Enroliment Online form , you will be instructed to take supporting docunectatipiete fid@adbiment procedg
If you do not have a computer and printer access, or if you prefer to complete a paper enrollment applieatiaitablepdicatidsudder Valley
School District school sites or at the Student Enrollment Center at 6500 Arapahoe Road, Boulder. If anygoestoEnsainzan Center at

3034475247.

You have not completed registering your child until Eldorado receives all documentation needed.




K-8 NEWS

Mark these dates!
April 15 817: Middle-L e v e | 0OBeauty
April 16 817: 6n/7 /8 th grade Orchestra String Camp, overnight
May 6: 5th/6th grade Elementary Band Festival @ MHS, during the day.
May 6: 5th/6th grade Elementary Band Festival @ MHS, 7:00p.m.

Musi cal and |t

May 12: Singind6 -£683%pmr.s Concert @ EK
May 13: 7th/8th grade Spring Band Concert @ EK-8, 7:00p.m.
May 14: Elitchds Festival for 7t h/ 8t

May 20: 5th - 8th grade Orchestra Festival Concert @ MKS8, 7:00p.m.
May 21: 6th/7th/8th grade Spring Choir Concert @ EK -8, 7:00p.m.
May TBA: East Side Jazz Festival, during the day.

May TBA: 5th-8th grade Orchestra Festival Rehearsal @ MK8

Congratulations to the following students who have their art displayed in the

hall at the Education Center for the month of March and the beginning of Agril!
Ben Hughes Kindergarten Olivia Pacheco Kindergarten
Aspen Anderson 1st grade Endia Cantliffe- 1st grade
Khoa Nguyen 1st grade Greyson Scott 1st grade
Kate DeMarsh 4th grade

Grant Peterson4th grade

Sierra Cantliffe- 4th grade
Madison Kirby- 4th grade
Molly Marcus- 8th grade

Please call Jayme Martin or Sue Grubich if you might be able to help hang the
spring art show (anytime) during the last week in April.

ma'”Ms Hamasaki, and Mr. Call hold true to the

Eldorado K8 has begun b Wor d ollf
Mo n t pnogram to help students learn abo

and demonstrate positive behaviors that cd
tribute to our Caring Community. Last month
staff promised a treat to any student who codld
correctly spell the word of the month:IRS-P

-E-C-T. In the picture above, Ms. De la Cruj

—

vy

side of the bargain. The April and May Word
of t he Mont h ar e

6Acceptanced so starIt
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1 . I
i rid of any chapter books i

. A this spring? i

Loveseat & Comfy Chairs Wnaid i

dic If so, 1 would love to have them gjio

ﬂ‘for my classroom library. Feel W
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K-8 NEWS

Eldorado's New Caught S.0.A.R.ing
Program

Recently we have begun to implement a new
0Caught S. 0. A.R.ing

Thanks to a motivated elementary Student Council
(and the guidance of Ms. Michalski), this program
acknowledges students who are making positive
contributions to our school community on a daily
basi s. Student s wh o ar
(demonstrating Safety, Ownership, Acceptance and
Respect) are recognized in the main office with an
appreciation token and are celebrated on morning
announcements. Congratulations to the students
who have already been recognized! While it is im-
possible for us to ©Ocatd
in our building who is helping out, we are trying to
reward positive behaviors as often as possible, so
encourage your students
at school!

Dear Eldorado K - 8 Families,

You recently received a parent survey from
BVSD which gives you the opportunity to give
us feedback about our school. This informa-
tion helps us form our plans and goals for

the coming year - and we are very interested
to hear your opinions. Included with the
survey was a return envelope. However, if
you would rather drop it off at school, we
have a drop box in the front office for your
convenience. We will then deliver the sur-
veys to the district on your behalf. A high
participation rate in these surveys gives us

a much better picture of how we are doing,
so please return it if you can spare a few
moments to fill it out.

Thank you for your continued support,

Barb Watson (On behalf of the staff and
Admin Team.)

g 1 a MAdulés 0 $61000 r a d o Stdends$4.00
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Eldorado K8 proudly presents

Beauty and the Beast, Jr.
A classic musical for all ages.

Performances:
April 15, 16, & 17 7:00 p.m.
Tickets:

Tickets go on sale the week of April 6th, during lunch and

are available at the door before show times.

cpgh8d suppott dur BthA7tHand 8tA §rade
students as they present this timeless Musical.

Bolder Boulder Run/Walk Club

standi ude
If you mlssealthe %choff information mee?ng on Monday, Mar h

16, you may still pick up |nformat|on packets from the main office
at Eldorado K8. Traini ng ses S a %gnay and Wednegday
('mopnﬁﬁg}s frdm27'5& 50 AR @gﬁr&r{g M March 30 angd
continuing through Wed., April 22. All'8i 8" grade studen

may join the training sessions;-:]!@d grade students may join fif
accompanied by an adult at all times. We will meet each dgy in
front of the main doors at school and run/walk on the neighjbor-
hood bike paths. Prior to participating in the training sessjons,
each studentmust fill out an Intramural Athletic Registrs
tion/Emergency Informatioform. Parentsare welcome to partic
pate in the morning training sessions on a dropasis, but mugt
fill out a Non-Coaching Volunteer Agreementprior to partici-
pating. Eldorado K8 teachers/staff are welcome any time gh a
drop-in basis. These forms are available in the main office} In
order to be counted towardsj|our
students (grades-% only) who choose to run in the Bolder Boll-

der Race on May 25 must sign up onlibg April 10 at
www.bolderboulder.com.Hover overThe Racetab. Then hovef
over Registerand click on theMiddle School Challenge (MSQ).
All middle school students receive $12 off the registration coft of
the race. All other students, 14 years and younger, also recefve the
$12 discount. All EK8 teachers/staff who participate in the ]:ce

will count toward our school's effort in the Middle School CRal-
lenge. However, you must sign up on a heogy form (availabl
in Janna Butler's mailbox) by April 10, in order to have the face
fee waived. Any parent may sign up online, but their participgtion
in the race doesndédt count tpwar
the race fee applies. For more information, please see formsj|in the
main office or contact: Kristen.moegling@bvsd.or
Janna.butler@bvsd.oqy Yelena.brachman@bvsd.org.




ELEMENTARY NEWS

1st & 4th Grade Music Programs in Apri'ml

S ‘
Families and friends: Please mark your calendars & -~
attend the wonderful programs oursl& 4th grade students are

performing in April.

Tues, April 25 6:307:15pm ¥ Grade Dinostars

jokes & energetic songs in various musical styles.

Thur, April 23 6:307:30 % Grade The Hero In Us All

Fourth grade is preparing a multimedia musical celebration of
heros in all areas of life which culminates in the realization thaf
their generation will become the heros of the future. Includes

The Eldorado K8 staff was very impressed with students' work
with our March word of the month, which was RESPECT. Stu-
dents wrote about, drew, and made designs with ideals of
Orespect, 6 which were displ
tin board in our school's foyer. The April word of the month is
OWNERSHIP. In our word of the month work, OWNERSHIP i
similar to the definition of responsibility. At Eldorade& taking
ownership means: "Being responsible your actions, words, and
behaviors." We are enjoying-& students spelling the word of th¢
month, defining it, and using it in a sentence at the end of eac
month for Ms. Hamasaki and Ms. de la Cruz. The students' e

siasm for these activities is growing!

Our adorable first graders will take you on a musical adventure fas
they become Dinostars in their program. Includes speaking pafts,

songs, vocal solos, speakers, rappers, dance, acting and slidegho

000K DRIV, -E
—

Throughout the month of April the K-5 kids are going to be
participating in a book drive for Children's Hospital. If you
would take some time with your child to go through your old
books at home, and if you are finished with them, please send
them into school to donate. The class with the most books at
the end of April will receive a pizza party paid for by Student
Council. Happy spring book cleaning!

New Literacy Assessments

Underway at Eldorado K-8

Our K-5 Spring Literacy Assessment Window is April 6th

May 13th. During this time, teachers will be administering ffje
new reading assessment tool, Bevelopmental Reading
Assessment, Second Edition (DRA2This diagnostic tool
gives teachers a thorough s
fluency and comprehension skills. All of Boulder Valley ha
shifted to using the DRA2 n
partment of Education (CDE) requirement.

DRAZ2 provides teachers with very specific information (i.e

engagement in reading, accuracy, fluency, and comprehergsion)

needs of each individual child.

The results of th®RA2 reading scores will most likely be

One of the reasons is that the DRA2 includes a writing corfipo-
nent that measures-ttepth reading comprehension wherea

the previous Benchmark Book/QRI was based on verbal cfim-
prehension recall. Another reason to expect lower scores |5
because studentsdé independjen
level of reading on the threshold of frustration will be re-
corded. Remember, reading levels are only one indicator fi
your childds progress. Thefl m
ment is to identify specific strengths and next steps of eac
student, so teachers will be able to conduct an analysis of gkills
and strategies used independently. Finding and sharing wi |

t

ai

JOU IHoKe th@n@ pumq,gr@rrleael, v@llgive YOH z-@d OHi te Q- h

your childdéds l|literacy skil

We look forward to utilizing this new assessment to target

ask your classroom teacherlfs
sessments and learning.

CSAP COMPLETE

: We are excited to have completed another season df

: CSAP assessment. CSAP is the Colorado School As-

i sessment Program and is designed to measure student
i growth in individuals, small groups, diadge group

: academic performance. CSAP allows the school, dis-

: trict, and state to measure indicators of student suc-

i cess and areas to support. Our third through eighth-

i graders take this assessment each year for one week to
i twelve days! Your student's scores will be available ;

i between late spring and late summer/early fall, and will
i be mailed to your home as well as to EldoradeBK

: when they are available. We're proud of our students

completing the 2009 CSAP season.






