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Dear Eldorado K-8 Families, 

This fall, our Eldorado K-8 Staff embarked on creating school-wide S.M.A.R.T. (Specific, Meas-

ureable, Attainable, Results-Oriented, and Time-Bound) goals specifically around achievement 

and school climate.  Any time we set goals for ourselves, we know that it is best practice to assess 

the effectiveness of our goal strategies along the way to see if 1) the strategies are working, and 2) 

to see if we are getting the results that we wish to see.  This year, our primary achievement goal 

was in the area of reading.  We are excited to report to you our mid-year reading achievement 

gains! 

At this time, we are about half-way through the school year and we have just completed mid-year 

literacy assessments for all K-2 students and for all of our struggling readers, Grades 3-8.  This 

was done in order to look more closely at student achievement gains and to assess our teaching 

strategies with the students in the area of reading.  In this mid-year reflection, we celebrate the 

excellent student achievement that is happening at Eldorado K-8 as well as pause as we look at our 

practice to see how we can better meet the needs of our children.  The following is a breakdown of 

how we are doing with our goals this year. There are 3 categories:  achievement/equity, organiza-

tion, and school operations. 

Achievement Goal (A): 

Eldoradoôs K-8 reading program continues to be rigorous as we support all students to reach their 

potential to become excellent readers.  Here are the mid-year student achievement results as of 

March 2009 and the interventions/strategies that are being implemented at each grade level in our 

K-8 reading program: 

NOTE: AGL (above grade level); GL (grade level); BGL (below grade level) 

Kindergarten:   39 AGL/ 78 GL/ 0 BGL 

Zoo Phonics, Take My Teacher Home program, started ñliteracy flooding modelò with liter-

acy teacher/paraeducator support at beginning of year for 30 min, smaller groups for students 

at Guided Reading (GR) level X. 

 

First Grade:  31 AGL/ 33 GL/ 25 BGL 

Additional reading instructional time (i.e.: ñdouble-dosingò of reading time) in small groups 

for students on Individualized Learning Plans (ILPs) with instruction directly focused on 

identified needs such as high frequency words, vowel sounds, blending sounds; literacy 

groups are based on skills and strategy needs. 

 

Second Grade: 33 AGL/ 25 GL/ 31 BGL 

Additional small group reading instruction (i.e.: double dosing of reading time) focused on 

detailed retell and fluency; ñabove grade levelò students in Literature Book Groups (to build 

on comprehension skills). 

 

Third Grade:   24 AGL/ 48 GL/ 4 BGL 

Guided Reading/small group instruction for struggling readers on ILPs; above grade level 

students are in larger groups with their reading focus still based on the identification of spe-

cific reading needs (such as re-tell, main idea, summarization, vocabulary, fluency) as their 

main points of instruction. 

 

Fourth Grade:  17 AGL/ 50 GL 7 BGL 

Purposeful instruction in summary writing and integration of reading and writing; small 

group instruction for students on ILPs;RtI interventions with Parent volunteers. 

 

Fifth Grade:   15 AGL/ 58 GL/ 8 BGL 

ñLiteracy flooding modelò with additional resources such as the literacy teacher and paraedu-

cator teaching reading to small groups of students based on DRA2 assessment results and 

CSAP data; focused instruction based on data results; a variety of trade books and scholastic 

books are used to teach specific reading comprehension strategies; students on ILP are receiv-

ing small group instruction with a licensed teacher; 50 minute block for reading time; smaller 

groups for students below grade level. 
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Sixth Grade:  139/156 GL and 17 BGL 

ILP Reading class, Study skills and reading skills, ELL classes, 

Learning Labs for students with special needs.  SPED also provides 

targeted guided reading for students below grade level. 

 

Seventh Grade:  151/167 GL and 16 BGL 

Personal Development Reading Class, ELL Classes, Learning Labs 

for students with special needs.  SPED also provides targeted guided 

reading for students below grade level. 

 

Eighth Grade:  156/169 GL and 13 BGL 

Personal Development Reading Class, ELL Classes, Learning Labs 

for students with special needs.  SPED also provides targeted guided 

reading for students below grade level. 

 

Equity Goal (E): 

At Eldorado K-8, there are 42 students with English As A Second Lan-

guage (ESL) needs at the K-5 level.  At this mid-year benchmark, 23/42 

ESL students are reading at or above grade level.  The other 19 are in-

cluded throughout the K-5 grade levels in the BGL results.  Middle level 

ESL reading results will be reported at the end of the year. 

 

Our PTO (Soaring Eagles Alliance or SEA) and SIT group recently estab-

lished a parent volunteer group to begin the conversation to support stu-

dents with  second language needs in participating in extracurricular ac-

tivities by providing transportation services to and from events. This strat-

egy became an issue when some of our ELL families were administra-

tively placed here at Eldorado K-8 for our ESL services, which are cur-

rently not offered at Monarch K-8.  The subcommittee identified this ELL 

transportation need as more of a middle level issue so that is where the 

focus of this work will be concentrated on. The subcommittee identified 

three areas that need to be investigated:  Liability concerns, current BVSD 

transportation systems in place, and student needs assessment. The sub-

committee will continue to meet to coordinate this project so that we can 

begin the fall 2009 with implementation of this service to our ELL fami-

lies. 

 

After the transportation project gets underway, the subcommittee will 

work on establishing a parent liaison group to support the numerous ELL 

families at Eldorado K-8. 

Organization Goal (O): 

At Eldorado K-8, we have been putting energy and effort toward continu-

ous improvement in our school climate. We have fortified our student-

adult connections at the Middle Level through our Advisory Program, 

which brings guest speakers to talk with students about community ser-

vice and careers, and get students out into the community for a variety 

service projects. Our advisory strand consists of 4 topics: careers, equity, 

interest-based, and CLS (community, leadership and service).  We are 

addressing relationship and friendship issues through Middle Level fo-

rums and Grade Level Town Hall Meetings, which are addressing rela-

tional aggression, cyber bullying, and issues of anti-bias.  At the K-5 

level, Elementary participation in Second Steps, a conflict mediation 

teaching/learning program, focuses on teaching students about the feelings 

of empathy. 

 

Our School Climate Committee has been working hard to roll out our 

Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program, which will merge our Code of 

Conduct and expectations with positive reinforcement recognition. Our 

PBS program is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2009.  We are currently 

in the early implementation stages of planning our PBS program. As part 

of this program, we began our Word of the Month activities in January, 

linked to positive reinforcements for behaviors demonstrating each 

Our ñWord of the Monthò for the rest of the school year is as fol-

lows: 

        January: Diversity 

        February: Cooperation 

        March: Respect 

        April: Ownership 

        May: Acceptance 

 

We are pleased to say that our initial planning stages of creating our 

PBS program at Eldorado K-8 has energized our staff to recommit-

ting ourselves to creating a safe, positive learning environment, free 

from bullying and disrespectful behavior.  Our word of the month 

kick off this January 2009 has sparked an interest in our students to 

honor each otherôs DIVERSE differences and to RESPECT and 

ñtreat each other as we would like to be treated.ò 

 

Just recently, our staff supported the use of the acronym ñSOARò to 

support our PBS work with the students. At Eldorado, we have begun 

implementation of Youôve been caught SOAR-ing and demonstrat-

ing:  Safety   Ownership  Acceptance   Respect 

Students receive a recognition card that ñcatches them in the actò of 

making good choices around the positive character traits of ñSafety, 

Ownership, Acceptance, and Respectò.  This recognition ties into our 

ñword of the monthò PBS program which we are piloting this spring, 

with full implementation next fall. We will continue talking about 

SOAR-ing at Eldorado because at Eldorado K-8, this is what we do! 

 

School Operations Goal (S): 

Regarding the mid-year Response to Intervention (RtI) update, a 

committee of K-8 classroom teachers, Learning Service teachers 

(i.e.: Special Education teachers), Interventionists, a 

Speech/Language Pathologist, our ELL teacher, and administrators, 

have met to assess the effectiveness of the current K-5 RtI schedule, 

the Problem Solving Team (PST) process, and discuss changes in the 

6thð8th grade Master Schedule to support our children 100%  in 

succeeding at Eldorado academically and social/emotionally.  In 

addition, K-8 teachers have received updated training regarding 

Problem Solving Team processes and strategies.  Currently, the PST 

Staff meeting time and grade level team meeting time have been 

dedicated to discussing student needs and concerns. Lastly, we are 

exploring ways to bring research-based intervention strategies and 

progress monitoring tools and assessments for professional develop-

ment training for the 2009-2010 school year.  This professional de-

velopment opportunity will assist staff in identifying and accessing 

appropriate interventions and assessments to monitor progress along 

the way to better meet the needs of students both academically and 

organizationally.  The members of our administration team recently 

attended the Boulder Valley School Districtôs (BVSD) RtI workshop 

sponsored by CDE to review best practices around RtI implementa-

tion at the school level. 

We are doing excellent work here at Eldorado K-8 and your students 

are SOARING!  Take the time to congratulate your children in being 

respectful community members, as they always strive to do their very 

best in school.  We are pleased and you should be proud.  At Eldo-

rado, we ñDare to Soar!ò 

 

In Partnership, 

Robyn R. Hamasaki 

Principal, Eldorado K-8 

Principals' Message continued from page 1 
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WE NEED ALL 2009-2010 KINDERGARTEN PARENTS TO REGISTER THEIR CHILDREN ON LINE NOW!  PLEASE GO TO THE FOLLOWING 

WEBSITE AND REGISTER YOUR CHILD, THEN BRING PAPERWORK TO ELDORADO REGISTRATION OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Kindergarten Student Enrollment Online:   Please go to www.mab.bvsd.org and begin your registration process for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Before you begin, please have the following documents/information available: 

Demographic information for your student, parent/guardians and other household members 

Emergency contact information, including: 

 At least one emergency contact (other than a parent or guardian) 

 Health care provider contact information, if applicable 

Educational history for your student 

Health information for your student 

Special needs information for your student 

Immunization records for your student 

After completing the Student Enrollment Online form , you will be instructed to take supporting documentation to Eldorado to complete the enrollment process.  
If you do not have a computer and printer access, or if you prefer to complete a paper enrollment application, applications are available at all Boulder Valley 

School District school sites or at the Student Enrollment Center at 6500 Arapahoe Road, Boulder.  If any questions you can contact the Enrollment Center at  

303-447-5247.   

You have not completed registering your child until Eldorado receives all documentation needed. 

 

 

SEA Meeting      April 1   In the Library @ 7:00p.m. 

Chess Club     April 7   In the Library @ 7:45a.m. 

ML Track Begins     April 13 

Chess Club     April 14   In the Library @ 7:45a.m. 

SIT Meeting     April 15   In the Library @ 6:00p.m. 

Beauty and the Beast     April 15, 16, 17  In the Cafetorium @ 7:00p.m. 

String Camp     April 16-17  YMCA Camp 

09/10 Kindergartenersô Preview   April 16-17  In the Kindergarten Classrooms 

Chess Club     April 21   In the Library @ 7:45a.m. 

1st Grade Musical     April 21   In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m. 

ML Jazz Festival @ EK-8    April 22   In the ML classrooms 

Take Your Child to Work Day   April 22   ALL DAY  

4th Grade Musical     April 23   In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m. 

7th -8th Grade Track Meet    April 23   TBD 

NO SCHOOL     April 24   Conference Exchange Day 

NO SCHOOL     April 27   Conference Exchange Day 

NO SCHOOL     April 28   Professional Development  Day 

E-360 Development Day    April 29   In the Large Gym from 3:30-5:00p.m. 

6th Track Meet     April 29   TBD 

3rd Grade Musical    April 30   In the Cafetorium @ 6:30p.m. 
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Mark these dates! 

April 15 ð 17:  Middle-Level Musical òBeauty and the Beastó @ EK8, 7 pm 

April 16 ð 17:  6th/7 th/8 th grade Orchestra String Camp, overnight 

May 6:  5th/6th grade Elementary Band Festival @ MHS, during the day.  

May 6:  5th/6th grade Elementary Band Festival @ MHS, 7:00p.m. 

May 12:  Singinõ Eagles Concert @ EK-8, 6:30p.m. 

May 13:  7th/8th grade Spring Band Concert @ EK-8, 7:00p.m. 

May 14:  Elitchõs Festival for 7th/8th grade Band, Orchestra, and Choir, all day. 

May 20:  5th - 8th grade Orchestra Festival Concert @ MK8, 7:00p.m. 

May 21:  6th/7th/8th grade Spring Choir Concert @ EK -8, 7:00p.m. 

May TBA:  East Side Jazz Festival, during the day. 

May TBA:  5th-8th grade Orchestra Festival Rehearsal @ MK8 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have their art displayed in the main 

hall at  the Education Center for the month of March and the beginning of April! 

Ben Hughes - Kindergarten  Olivia Pacheco - Kindergarten 

Aspen Anderson - 1st grade  Endia Cantliffe - 1st grade 

Khoa Nguyen - 1st grade  Greyson Scott - 1st grade 

Sierra Cantliffe - 4th grade  Kate DeMarsh - 4th grade 

Madison Kirby - 4th grade  Grant Peterson - 4th grade 

Molly Marcus - 8th grade 

Please call Jayme Martin or Sue Grubich if you might be able to help hang the 

spring art show (anytime) during the last week in April. 

Eldorado K-8 has begun a óWord of the 

Monthô program to help students learn about 

and demonstrate positive behaviors that con-

tribute to our Caring Community.  Last month, 

staff promised a treat to any student who could 

correctly spell the word of the month: R-E-S-P

-E-C-T. In the picture above, Ms. De la Cruz, 

Ms. Hamasaki, and Mr. Call hold true to their 

side of the bargain.  The April and May Words 

of the Month are óOwnershipô and 

óAcceptanceô so start practicing that spelling! 

 

Loveseat & Comfy Chairs Wanted 
 

If you are cleaning out your basement this spring and come 
across a loveseat or comfy chair you donõt need, consider do-
nating it to Nichole Barnettõs classroom reading corner!  
Please contact me at nichole.barnett@bvsd.org or 720-304-
6524 so we can set up a time to pick up!  Thanks  for con-
sidering to donate!   

 

 

 

Are you planning on getting 

rid of any chapter books 

this spring?   

If so, I would love to have them 

for my classroom library.  Feel 

free to contact me at 

nichole.barnett@bvsd.org or 

720-304-6524 so we can set up 

a time for me to pick them up!  

Thanks in advance for consider-

ing donating! 
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 Eldorado K-8 proudly presents 

Beauty and the Beast, Jr.  

A classic musical for all ages. 

Performances:  

April 15, 16, & 17             7:00 p.m.  

Tickets: 

Adults ð $6.00             Students ð $4.00 
Tickets go on sale the week of April 6th, during lunch and  

are available at the door before show times.    
 

Please support our 6th, 7th and 8th grade  

students as they present this timeless Musical. 

Bolder Boulder Run/Walk Club  

If you missed the kick-off information meeting on Monday, March 

16, you may still pick up information packets from the main office 

at Eldorado K-8.  Training sessions are Monday and Wednesday 

mornings from 7:30 ï 8:30 AM beginning Mon., March 30 and 

continuing through Wed., April 22.  All 3rd ï 8th grade students 

may join the training sessions; K-2nd grade students may join if 

accompanied by an adult at all times. We will meet each day in 

front of the main doors at school and run/walk on the neighbor-

hood bike paths.  Prior to participating in the training sessions, 

each student must fill out an Intramural Athletic Registra-

tion/Emergency Information form. Parents are welcome to partici-

pate in the morning training sessions on a drop-in basis, but must 

fill out a Non-Coaching Volunteer Agreement prior to partici-

pating. Eldorado K-8 teachers/staff are welcome any time on a 

drop-in basis. These forms are available in the main office.  In 

order to be counted towards our schoolôs participation in the race, 

students (grades 5-8 only) who choose to run in the Bolder Boul-

der Race on May 25 must sign up online by April 10 at 

www.bolderboulder.com.  Hover over The Race tab. Then hover 

over Register and click on the Middle School Challenge (MSC).  

All middle school students receive $12 off the registration cost of 

the race.  All other students, 14 years and younger, also receive the 

$12 discount.  All EK-8 teachers/staff who participate in the race 

will count toward our school's effort in the Middle School Chal-

lenge. However, you must sign up on a hard-copy form (available 

in Janna Butler's mailbox) by April 10, in order to have the race 

fee waived.  Any parent may sign up online, but their participation 

in the race doesnôt count toward the Middle School Challenge and 

the race fee applies.  For more information, please see forms in the 

main office or contact:  Kristen.moegling@bvsd.org,  

Janna.butler@bvsd.org or Yelena.brachman@bvsd.org. 

 

 

 

 

Eldorado's New Caught S.O.A.R.ing 

Program  

 

Recently we have begun to implement a new 
òCaught S.O.A.R.ing Programó at Eldorado K-8.  
Thanks to a motivated elementary Student Council 
(and the guidance of Ms. Michalski), this program 
acknowledges students who are making positive 
contributions to our school community on a daily 
basis. Students who are caught ôS.O.A.R.õing 
(demonstrating Safety, Ownership, Acceptance and 
Respect) are recognized in the main office with an 
appreciation token and are celebrated on morning 
announcements.  Congratulations to the students 
who have already been recognized! While it is im-
possible for us to ôcatchõ every outstanding student 
in our building who is helping out, we are trying to 
reward positive behaviors as often as possible, so 
encourage your students to get caught òSOARINGó 
at school! 

Dear Eldorado K - 8 Families,  

 

You recently received a parent survey from 

BVSD which gives you the opportunity to give 

us feedback about our school. This informa-

tion helps us form our plans and goals for 

the coming year -  and we are very interested 

to hear your opinions. Included with the 

survey was a return envelope. However, if 

you would rather drop it off at school, we 

have a drop box in the front office for your 

convenience. We will then deliver the sur-

veys to the district on your behalf. A high 

participation rate in these surveys gives us 

a much better picture of how we are doing, 

so please return it if you can spare a few 

moments to fill it out.   

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

Barb Watson (On behalf of the staff and 

Admin Team.)  
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1st & 4th Grade Music Programs in April 
 

Families and friends:  Please mark your calendars & 

attend the wonderful programs our 1st & 4th grade students are 

performing in April. 

 

Tues, April 21ñ6:30-7:15pm      1st Grade           Dinostars  

Our adorable first graders will take you on a musical adventure as 

they become Dinostars in their program.  Includes speaking parts, 

jokes & energetic songs in various musical styles. 

 

Thur, April 23ñ6:30-7:30      4th Grade        The Hero In Us All  

Fourth grade is preparing a multi-media musical celebration of 

heros in all areas of life which culminates in the  realization that 

their generation will become the heros of the future.  Includes 

songs, vocal solos, speakers, rappers, dance, acting and slideshows. 

 

 

The Eldorado K-8 staff was very impressed with students' work 

with our March word of the month, which was RESPECT. Stu-

dents wrote about, drew, and made designs with ideals of 

òrespect,ó which were displayed on our word of the month bulle-

tin board in our school's foyer. The April word of the month is 

OWNERSHIP. In our word of the month work, OWNERSHIP is 

similar to the definition of responsibility. At Eldorado K-8, taking 

ownership means: "Being responsible for your actions, words, and 

behaviors." We are enjoying K-8 students spelling the word of the 

month, defining it, and using it in a sentence at the end of each 

month for Ms. Hamasaki and Ms. de la Cruz.  The students' enthu-

siasm for these activities is growing! 

New Literacy Assessments  

Underway at Eldorado K-8  

Our K-5 Spring Literacy Assessment Window is April 6th - 

May 13th.  During this time, teachers will be administering the 

new reading assessment tool, the Developmental Reading 

Assessment, Second Edition (DRA2). This diagnostic tool 

gives teachers a thorough assessment of studentsô oral reading 

fluency and comprehension skills. All of Boulder Valley has 

shifted to using the DRA2 in alignment with Coloradoôs De-

partment of Education (CDE) requirement.  

 

DRA2 provides teachers with very specific information (i.e. 

engagement in reading, accuracy, fluency, and comprehension) 

to focus planning for effective instruction based on the unique 

needs of each individual child. 

  

The results of the DRA2 reading scores will most likely be 

lower than what the Benchmark Book/QRI scores have been. 

One of the reasons is that the DRA2 includes a writing compo-

nent that measures in-depth reading comprehension whereas 

the previous Benchmark Book/QRI was based on verbal com-

prehension recall.  Another reason to expect lower scores is 

because studentsô independent reading level rather than their 

level of reading on the threshold of frustration will be re-

corded.  Remember, reading levels are only one indicator of 

your childôs progress. The main purpose of the DRA2 assess-

ment is to identify specific strengths and next steps of each 

student, so teachers will be able to conduct an analysis of skills 

and strategies used independently. Finding and sharing with 

you more than a number or level, will give you and our teach-

ers, better insight into ways of supporting and accelerating 

your childôs literacy skill development. 
 

We look forward to utilizing this new assessment to target 

instruction for specific student needs. As always, continue to 

ask your classroom teachers questions about your childôs as-

sessments and learning.  

CSAP COMPLETE 

We are excited to have completed another season of 

CSAP assessment. CSAP is the Colorado School As-

sessment Program and is designed to measure student 

growth in individuals, small groups, and large group 

academic performance. CSAP allows the school, dis-

trict, and state to measure indicators of student suc-

cess and areas to support. Our third through eighth-

graders take this assessment each year for one week to 

twelve days! Your student's scores will be available 

between late spring and late summer/early fall, and will 

be mailed to your home as well as to Eldorado K-8 

when they are available. We're proud of our students 

completing the 2009 CSAP season. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the month of April the K-5 kids are going to be 
participating in a book drive for Children's Hospital.  If you 
would take some time with your child to go through your old 
books at home, and if you are finished with them, please send 
them into school to donate.  The class with the most books at 
the end of April will receive a pizza party paid for by Student 
Council.  Happy spring book cleaning! 




