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September 2009 

Greetings Eldorado K-8 Community~ 

 Welcome to another year of learning and welcome back to school!  I am excited 

to begin this 09-10 year with you from the very start.  As you recall, last year, I joined 

you in mid-October as the wheels were in motion and everyone was moving at top 

speed.  This time around, I have had the opportunity to open the school year with you, 

planning the year out for our students from Day 1, and we are SOARING! 

 Both Elementary and Middle Level Back-To-School Nights (BTSN) were a 

huge success because of your participation, your excitement and your involvement!  

Thank you to all the families who had the opportunity to attend these two evening ses-

sions this past week.  Itôs always nice to begin the year when you have had the chance to 

have a face-to-face conversation with your studentôs teachers and listen to what their 

visions for the school year are.  If you werenôt able to attend our annual BTSN, donôt 

worryé. Fall parent-teacher conferences are right around the corner on Sep 17, 22, and 

24.  Mark your calendars and weôll see you then! 

 This year, our Eldorado K-8 theme is ñCelebrate Whatôs Right!ò  When we are 

looking for things that are ñright,ò the most incredible acts of kindness and good deeds 

and accomplishments start to pop up in our lives.  Join us this year in ñcatching your 

childò doing a good deed or making a positive choice, and then CELEBRATE your 

childôs behavior!  With our Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program rolling out this 

fall, you will see us everyday at school ñcatching studentsò making good choices.  PBS 

is a broad range of proactive, systemic, and individualized strategies for achieving im-

portant social and learning outcomes in safe and effective environments while prevent-

ing problem behavior with all students (Sugai, 2007.)  Our staff has established a school-

wide behavioral matrix that defines expected behaviors for specific settings around our 

building.  Ask your child about what the expected behavior is in the hallways, class-

rooms, gym, cafeteria, bathrooms, during assemblies, etc. You will be amazed at what 

they will say.  As an entire Eldorado K-8 staff, we have agreed to explicitly teach these 

behavioral expectations so that we are consistent school-wide.  Very exciting! 

 Lastly, along with our PBS roll-out, we have incorporated a special school-wide 

acronym to support the students in remembering how to make good choices.  The acro-

nym is SOAR.  ñSò stands for ñsafetyò, ñOò stands for ñownershipò, ñAò stands for 

ñacceptanceò and ñRò stands for ñrespect.ò  At Eldorado, we dare to SOAR.  You ask, 

ñWhy?ò  Itôs because our school mascot is an eagleé and eagles soar.  So when we 

catch students making good choices, we tell them that they are SOAR-ing.  Both elemen-

tary and middle level students are ñcaught making good choicesò and we are acknowl-

edging this positive behavior across the K-8 grades.  Please continue to catch your chil-

dren ñsoaringò at home too. 

 Thanks, for a fabulous opening to the school year!  I look forward to meeting 

you at one of the many Eldorado K-8 learning activities that will take place this year!  I 

am truly excited about our partnership in making this a wonderful year of learning for 

your student.  I am genuinely honored to serve you.  Please join us in 2009-2010 as we 

ñCelebrate Whatôs Right!ò 

 

Dare To Soar~ 

Robyn R. Hamasaki 

Principal, Eldorado K-8 

Eldorado K-8 

3351 S. Indiana 

Superior, CO  80027 

 

A John Irwin  

School of Excellence 
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September 1     ML Back to School Night      6:30 pm  

September 2    SEA Meeting in Library     6:3o pm  

September 3    EL Back to School Night     6:30 pm  

September 4    K-5 School Pictures    

     ML School Pictures  

September 7    Labor Day - No School  

September 9    Football @ Centennial     4:00pm  

September 9    Soccer vs. BHMS      4:00pm  

September 9    SITeam Meeting      4:00 ð 5:30pm  

September 10   Vision and Hearing Testing  

September 11   Soccer vs. Southern Hills     4:00pm  

September 14   Soccer @ Angevine      4:00pm  

September 16   Soccer vs. Aspen Creek     4:00pm  

September 17   Parent Teacher Conference K -5    3:40 -7:40 pm  

    ML Invitation only  

September 18   Professional Day ð No School for Students  

September 21   Book Fair - Library      8:30 am -4:00 pm  

September 21   Soccer vs. LMS 1      4:00pm    

September 22   Book Fair - Library      8:15 am -8:00 pm  

September 22   Parent Teacher Conference K -8    3:40 -7:40 pm  

September 22   Soccer @ LMS 2      4:00pm  

September 23   Book Fair - Library      8:15 am -4:30 pm  

September 23   Football @ Platt      4:00 pm  

September 24   Book Fair - Library      8:15 am -8:00 pm  

September 24   Parent Teacher Conference K -8    3:40 -7:40 pm  

September 25   Book Fair - Library      8:15m -1:00pm  

September 25   Soccer @ Centennial      4:00pm  

September 29   5 th  Grade to Cal -Wood  

September 30   SITeam Meeting      4:00 ñ5:30 pm  

October 2    5 th  Grade returns from Cal -wood  

 Eldorado K8 - September Important Dates  



 3 

 

 

A Message From Our New Assistant Principal  

Eldorado K -8 Community:   

Welcome to the 2009 -2010 school year!  I am excited and honored to have been selected to serve as 

the new Assistant Principal at Eldorado K -8.  I am thrilled to be joining Boulder Valley School District 

after working in Aurora Public Schools for the past five years.  While in Aurora, I was a Special Educa-

tion teacher and an Assistant Principal at South Middle School.  Eldorado K -8 is a tremendous school, 

and I look forward to supporting the Eldorado community as we continue to grow.  It is my job to en-

sure that your students have a safe and successful school year.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at jeff.vaniwarden@bvsd.org  or 720 -561 -

4400.  

Sincerely,  
 

Jeff VanIwarden  

Assistant Principal  

THANKS FOR VOTING 

Thanks to everyone that voted last 

spring for the Cherry Creek traveling 

art exhibit - ELDORADO K- 8 WON!!!! We will 

be displaying the Cherry Creek Art Ex-

hibit at Eldorado K - 8 for two weeks -

absolutely FREE.   I will let you know 

when the dates are finalized.  Again 

thanks for taking the time to bring this 

wonderful art to our school!  

Also please note the Picturing America 

series outside of the office in the main 

hallway.  We received this collection 

through a grant that the art department 

wrote last year.  The series contains 

wonderful prints of important artwork 

throughout history.  Students will be 

learning more about this artwork in 

classes throughout the year.   

Healthy Lunch Choices at Eldorado K - 8 

 

In addition to our improved, healthier lunches provided 

by BVSD Nutrition Services, we are also delighted to 

remind you that a purchased lunch at Eldorado K -8 in-

cludes our Harvest Bar. The Harvest Bar features 

fresh, seasonal fruits and vegetables for our Kinder-

garten through eighth grade students to enjoy. While 

this is a free feature with any paid BVSD lunch, stu-

dents are also welcome to purchase a side serving from 

the Harvest Bar to be added to their lunch from home 

for only $ 0.75. Bon appétit!  

STUDENT ATTENDANCE IN SCHOOL EQUALS FUTURE SUCCESS!!!! 
Welcome back to the 2009-2010 school year!  Daily attendance is critical to the success of your student.  Research shows that students who 

attend school on a regular basis, with no absences or very few absences will successfully: 1) graduate from high school and 2) have opportunities 

for post-secondary education. 

One of our priorities this year will be to support our students in achieving high student attendance rates and consequently, supporting you, the 

families, so that your students are at school on time everyday and on a regular basis.  As part of the BVSD practice, school administration teams 

will be notifying families when a student misses the following number of days: 

4-Days: Initial Reminder 

7-Days: First Warning   

10-Days: Second Warning 

If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to contact Lora de la Cruz, Assistant Principal or Jeff VanIwarden, Assistant Principal or 

Robyn Hamasaki, Principal at (720) 561-4400.  Thanks for your support in helping your student be a successful learner here at Eldorado K-8! 

~The Eldorado K-8 Administration Team 

mailto:jeff.vaniwarden@bvsd.org
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Thank for making the building look so fresh!  

We want to say a BIG THANK YOU to all of the wonderful and hardworking volunteers who have spent many 
hours beautifying Eldorado K -8 with the lovely paint colors youõll see throughout our building!  Dedicated par-
ent, Renee Enroth, organized many volunteers, and also spent many hours painting along with them.  Please join 
us in thanking all of the painters below!  
 

On-going efforts of:   Renee Enroth, Krista Payne, Mr. Hicks, Karen Witmer, and Jennifer Ng 
 

Parents:  Margi Cantliffe, Karen Fang, Sue Dunn, and Emilienne Steel 
 

Students:  Evan Anderson, Jay Cunningham, Mary Haller, Rachel M., Caleigh Stockebrand, Regan Anderson, 
Davies Family, Alex Heilman, Rebecca Martos, Bryan Su, Tommy Blanchard, Julie Dunn, Cole Heilman, Milanec, 
Siyang Sun, Alex Cai, Robbie Dunn, Grace Heilman, Reilly Ng, Tracey Van Hove, Endia Cantliffe, Maddy Du-
pee, Madison Howard, Lindsey Nguyen, Nicole Walsh, Sierra Cantliffe, Sarah DõSouza, Sydney Houston, Caro-
line Packard, Elizabeth Wilson, Gian Cervo, Alec Enroth, Hannah Jennings, Abby Pollard, Michael Wilson, Cissy 
Chen, Ashley Enroth, Samuel Karman, Howe Qui, Sam Witmer, Michael Chen, Madeline Fang, Amy Lu, Erin 
Ruby, Kristian Chu, Karen Fu, Chris Miller, Savannah Skram, Riley Xu, Davis Conklin, Ted Hagens, Yuki Mi-
yake, Ella Stephens, and Nancy Yan. 
 

A sincere thank you to our hardworking òSummer of 2009 Painting Volunteersó comprised of a hardworking 
teacher, a few parents, and many students!  Collectively you donated over 400 hours to the beautification of El-
dorado K-8!  The school never looked better!! 

Special Thank you to all the 
Check -in Volunteers!  
The office staff would like to 

thank all the volunteers that came 

out to help with both the middle 

and elementary level student 

check -in held in August, prior to 

the start of the 09/10 school year.  

We could not have done it without 

your help!  We feel very fortunate 

to have a community of volunteers 

that are always willing to help us 

out!   

Thanks again!  Youõre the best! 

Boulder Valley School Districtõs 

Lifelong Learning Program  

After school classes throughout schools in 
Boulder County  

 

Classes are for ages 6-12.  Lifelong Learn-
ing offers classes in drawing and painting, 
acting, rock climbing, horse play, science, 
cooking, language, and much more. 

View complete fall schedule and register 
for classes online at www.bvsd.org/LLL . 

Scholarship assistance is available.  



 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Dropping Off and Picking Up: All students should be dropped off in front of the school. The back 
parking lot is for staff and buses ONLY. There is adult supervision on the back playground for Ele-
mentary students from 8:30-8:45. Adult supervision is available from for Middle Level students from 
8:20-8:30 in the front of the school. For the safety of your child, please do not drop off your 
Elementary Student before 8:45 or your Middle Level student before 8:20. If your student is 
tardy, drop them off in the front of the school in order to get a pass. 

 

Hug nô Go: When you drop off your child in the Hug nô Go lane, please do not park, stop, or leave 
your car. We must keep this area safe for students, so quickly give your child a hug, have them 
exit the car on the right side, and then pull your car forward.  

 

Electronic Devices: iPods, iPhones, Cell Phones, Mp3 Players are NOT allowed in school during 
school hours. If a student has one of these electronic devices with them during the day at all, it will 
be collected and taken to the office, where they can be retrieved by a parent or guardian at the end 
of the day. All electronic devices should be left at home or in the studentôs locker. 

 

Scooters, Bicycles and Skateboards :  All bicycles and scooters need to be locked outside on the 
bike racks.  Skateboards should be placed in the front lobby bin as students enter the building.   

 

Volunteering at School: If you would like to volunteer, be sure to submit a volunteer agreement to 
the front office. This is a district requirement and must be resubmitted annually. When you enter the 
building, always get a visitorôs badge from the greeter table in the lobby, or front office. Please be 
aware that our front office is very busy keeping our school running smoothly, so we need to let our 
office staff do their work with as few distractions as possible. 

 

Healthy Snacks and Lunch: Please send healthy snacks and lunch with your student. 

 

Family Handbook: All of this information can be found in the family handbook, which has gone 
home in all Elementary Friday Folders. Middle School parents received one at Back to School 
Night. Those who did not attend will receive one with their students soon. 
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MUSIC NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

 

Students in Mr. Call and Ms Reckertôs elementary music classes have been busy learning and applying the 

BVSD Music Content Standards already this year. 

 

Kindergarteners have been experiencing different voice types while focusing on good singing voices.  

Theyôve already learned a song from Africa, one with Spanish words, and traditional folk songs. 

 

First graders are working on matching pitch while singing a variety of folk and international songs.  They 

have also been demonstrating how well they can find and follow the beat while listening to live and recorded 

music.  First graders have also started playing percussion instruments in class. 

 

Second graders are continuing to work on matching pitch while singing and playing classroom instruments 

appropriately.  They are also practicing reading simple rhythms and melodic ideas. 

 

Third graders have been singing and playing up a storm!  During the first few weeks of school they have been 

focusing on reading, notating, experiencing, and playing rhythm. 

 

Fourth graders spent the first week of music class singing and playing a 4-part rondo form song with instru-

mental accompaniment.  They also practiced reading and playing rhythms and reviewed notes on the treble 

clef. 

 

Fifth graders are looking forward to a wonderful year of music exploration in General Music class, instrumen-

tal music, and Singinô Eagles!  Theyôve already been singing, moving, and exploring their new books. 

Computer Club is Back! 
 

Sixth through eight grade students are invited to the Eldorado Computer Club! Students will learn about 

web pages, programming, and building a computer!!  Eldorado Computer Club starts on September 16, 2009 

and will be in the library computer lab Wednesday mornings from 7:30am - 8:20am.  For more information, 

go to: www.eldoradocomputerclub.com.  

http://www.eldoradocomputerclub.com
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BVSD email sent 8/27/2009 to BVSD families:  

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

As the new school year begins, please take some time to consider preparing for potential 

illnesses your child or family may encounter. It is important for you to pay attention to 

messages from schools, local public health officials, state health officials, and your private 

health care provider regarding illness in our communities.  

Flu spreads easily. If you suspect your child is getting the flu, it is important that he/she 

does not attend school or go anywhere else -- such as group childcare, the mall, or sport-

ing events where other people would be exposed to flu germs. It is also important to teach 

your children how to reduce their risk of getting the flu and to protect others from infec-

tion.  

Å Teach your children to wash their hands often. Washing with soap and hot water for at 

least 20 seconds is ideal (that's about as long as it takes to sing the "Happy Birthday" song 

twice).  

Å Teach your children the proper use of hand sanitizer. Gels, rubs, and hand wipes all work 

well, as long as they contain at least 60% alcohol. Hand wipes must be disposed of prop-

erly. Always read and follow label instructions when using hand sanitizer.  

Å Teach your children to keep their hands away from their face and avoid touching their 

mouth, nose, or eyes.  

Å Teach your children to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or by coughing into the in-

side of their elbow. Cough or sneeze into your sleeve -- not your hands!  

Å Make sure your family gets their seasonal influenza vaccine as soon as it becomes avail-

able.  

Å Help your children to learn these healthy habits by setting a good example and always 

doing them yourself.  

If we all practice good hygiene, health officials believe we can limit the spread of both 

seasonal influenza and Novel H1N1 influenza.  

For more information about H1N1, please visit www.BoulderCountyHealth.org or call the 

Colorado Hotline at 1-877-462-2911.  

Thank you for your cooperation in helping to keep our children and our schools 
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