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WELCOME TO ELDORADO

This booklet is designed to offer information about course offerings for middle level students for the 2008-2009
school year. The information in this booklet will explain the curriculum for grades six, seven and eight and will
describe elective offerings.

We recognize that early adolescents require an environment that differs from both elementary and high school. As
students progress through each middle grade, more academic choices and responsibilities will be given in
preparation for high school.

Fundamental goals which drive our curriculum:

. proficiency and advancement in reading, writing and mathematics

. command of problem-solving and critical thinking skills which are essential for success in the
academic and “real” world

. development of good work habits, planning, and study skills

. exploration of different courses and activities

. understanding of oneself and relationships with others

. focus on high school preparation

Eldorado- Missionw Statement

Eldorado K-8 is a community centerpiece where all minds are opened to lifelong learning and achievement through
innovative and challenging educational experiences.

Eldorado Visionw Statemenit

Eldorado K-8 ...

Believes in high expectations and success for all students. We will provide learning experiences to meet the unique
and diverse needs and strengths of each learner so that each child achieves his/her “personal best”.

Provides a well-balanced and challenging curriculum that supports the interests of students and reflects our
commitment to the highest academic standards.

Provides a safe physical, social and emotional environment in which all members of the school community feel cared
for and connected:
* Every child “belongs” and is valued. Our students’ voices are encouraged through meaningful democratic
participation. We encourage risk-taking, problem solving, and critical thinking.
* School-wide discipline policies are clearly articulated and consistently enforced. Whenever possible, they
will be stated positively and supported by natural consequences.
e Qur building is warm, open and welcoming to our families and the community. It is respected and cared for
by all.
* Our diversity is one of our greatest strengths. We will treat all people with respect and understanding.

Staff and students will reflect honor to themselves, to their families and to their community.

Is committed to creating a unified and cohesive learning community through cross grade level collaboration and
K-12 articulation.

Is committed to creating powerful partnerships in learning with
* our students, teachers and staff
* our families
* our community (city and business), and
e our world

Is committed to ongoing professional development for staff to ensure that our students are provided the very best
educational experience.

Celebrates successes, learns quickly from mistakes, dares to take risks and collaborates whenever possible.



6th GRADE

Sixth grade students are scheduled into an academic block, exploratory classes, physical education, music classes,
and a lunch period each day. In the academic block, language arts, reading, world geography, math and science are
taught by a team of teachers. During another part of the day, students alternate daily between physical education
and music classes. Music classes offered include band, orchestra, and choir. Additionally, students have the
opportunity to explore different elective areas during the year through the exploratory classes. These areas may
include art, computer skills, drama, study skills, health or applied technology. (Actual courses offered are based on
facility availability, teacher expertise and number of sixth grade students.) Students with very strong study skills and
language proficiency (spelling, writing, grammar and reading) may take the first year of a world language in lieu of
exploratory classes.

Sixth Grade Required Subjects Sixth Grade Choices: Music

Language Arts 6/Advanced LA* 6 Band*

Reading/Advanced Reading* Orchestra

World Geography 1: The Americas Choir

Math

Physical Science *Students must furnish their own instruments.

Physical Education
Sixth Grade Choices: Elective
Exploratory Program
World Languages

*The sixth grade Advanced Language Arts/Reading program is comprised of two academic periods. Advanced
Language Arts/Reading moves at a faster pace than regular Language Arts/Reading and there is more emphasis on
applying advanced critical thinking skills. Due to the nature of the course, students need to exhibit increased self-
motivation and independence. Students interested in Advanced Language Arts/Reading must exhibit a high level of
proficiency in reading and writing as measured by CSAP and Eldorado’s writing assessment. Teacher recommendation
will also be considered in the process. This course is designed for students who are passionate about reading and
writing, who enjoy participating in class discussion and analysis, and who have strong reading, writing, and grammar
skills. The curriculum may include the BVSD adopted William & Mary curriculum in addition to standard BVSD
curriculum. Grammar, word usage, mechanics and spelling are studied more independently and at a higher level. Upon
acceptance students and parents will be asked to sign a contract indicating their commitment to these higher level
academic performance expectations. Space in this class is limited.

Sixth Grade Choices: Math *
MO1 (Math 1)

MO5 (Math 1 Standard)

M15 (Math 2 Standard)

M25 (Math 3 Standard)

*Placement recommended by 5" grade teacher based on performance in class and CSAP scores.
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Seventh grade students will be scheduled for four academic subjects, two elective periods, physical education, health
and lunch. The academic subjects include language arts, world geography, science and math.

Seventh Grade Required Subjects

Language Arts 7 or Advanced Language Arts 7*

World Geography 2: Eastern Hemisphere

Math: M15 (Math 2 Standard); M25 (Math 3 Standard); M35 (Algebra 1 Advanced)
Life Science

Physical Education

Health 7

* Advanced Language Arts moves at a faster pace than regular Language Arts and there is more emphasis on applying
advanced critical thinking skills. Due to the nature of the course, students need to exhibit increased self-motivation and
independence. Students interested in Advanced Language Arts must exhibit a high level of proficiency in reading and
writing as measured by CSAP and Eldorado’s writing assessment. Teacher recommendation will also be considered in
the process. This course is designed for students who are passionate about reading and writing, who enjoy
participating in class discussion and analysis, and who have strong reading, writing, and grammar skills. The
curriculum may include the BVSD adopted William & Mary curriculum in addition to standard BVSD curriculum.
Grammar, word usage, mechanics and spelling are studied more independently and at a higher level. Upon acceptance
students and parents will be asked to sign a contract indicating their commitment to these higher level academic
performance expectations. Space in this class is limited.

Seventh Grade Electives
Students may choose:

+ 2 year-long electives
* 1 year-long and 3 trimester electives
» 6 trimester electives

Year-Long Electives:

Spanish 1A Band*
French 1A Orchestra*
Spanish1B (after completion of Spanish 1A) Guitar*
French 1B (after completion of French 1A) Mixed Choir

*Students must furnish their own instruments,
except for large brass & woodwinds.
Trimester Electives: (12 weeks)

3-D Design Desktop Publishing

TIDE (formerly Applied Technology) Keyboarding

Art Pottery/Sculpture/Crafts

Computer Power Publications

Creative Writing Woodworking

Drama Intermediate Woodworking (prerequisite: woodworking)
Drawing and Painting Play Production (prerequisite: Drama)

Foreign Foods & Fabric

8" GRADE

Eighth grade students will be scheduled for four academic subjects, two elective periods, physical education, health,
and lunch. The four academic subjects include science, math, language arts, and U. S. society.




Eighth Grade Required Subjects:

Language Arts 8 or Advanced Language Arts 8*

U.S. Society

Earth Science

Math: M25 (Math 3 Standard); M35 (Algebra 1 Advanced); M45 (Advanced Geometry)
Physical Education

Health 8

* Advanced Language Arts moves at a faster pace than regular Language Arts and there is more emphasis on applying
advanced critical thinking skills. Due to the nature of the course, students need to exhibit increased self-motivation and
independence. Students interested in Advanced Language Arts must exhibit an advanced or high level of proficiency in
reading and writing as measured by CSAP and Eldorado’s writing assessment. Teacher recommendation will also be
considered in the process. This course is designed for students who are passionate about reading and writing, who
enjoy participating in class discussion and analysis, and who have strong reading, writing, and grammar skills. The
curriculum may include the BVSD adopted William & Mary curriculum in addition to standard BVSD curriculum.
Grammar, word usage, mechanics and spelling are studied more independently and at a higher level. Upon acceptance
students and parents will be asked to sign a contract indicating their commitment to these higher level academic
performance expectations. Space in this class is limited.

Eighth Grade Electives:
Students may choose:

* 2 year-long electives
* 1 year-long elective and 3 trimester electives
* 6 trimester electives

Year-Long Electives:

Spanish 1B (after completion of Spanish 1A)

Spanish 2 (available at Monarch High School after successful completion of 1A and 1B)
French 1B (after completion of French 1A)

French 2 (available at Monarch High School after successful completion of 1A and 1B)
German ! (available at Monarch High School for 8" graders).

Mixed Choir

Band*

Orchestra*

Guitar*

*Students must furnish their own instruments.

Trimester Electives

3-D Design Desktop Publishing

TIDE (formerly Applied Technology) Keyboarding

Art Play Production (prerequisite: Drama)

Computer Power Pottery, Sculpture & Crafts

Creative Writing Publications

Drama Woodworking

Drawing & Painting Intermediate Woodworking (prerequisite: Drama)

Foreign Foods & Fabric



6% GRADE EXPLORATORY

RIP TIDE (Technology, Innovation Design and Engineering)

( formerly Applied Technology)

This exploratory class gives students the opportunity to experience many aspects of Technology through hands-on, compu
based, group and individual learning experiences. This class focuses on the six technology clusters: Transportation, Powe
& Energy, Communications, Tools & Machines, Manufacturing, and Bio-Technology. A Manufacturing unit will include 3-vie
design, recycled resource utilization, project construction and product testing; students will be using simple tools for this
project and as such safety will be strongly encouraged.

ART

Students will experiment with a variety of media to create visual art. The elements of art (e.g., line, shape, space,
color, value, texture and form) are stressed in two-dimensional and/or three-dimensional work. Students will begin to
apply principles, (e.g., rhythm, movement, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis and unity) in their are expression.
The development and application of basic techniques and skills are stressed. Students will express their ideas by
using art as a form of communication. As students work toward an appreciation and understanding of art, they will
relate visual arts to various historical and cultural traditions. Students learn to respect their own ideas and artistic
expressions and those of others as they analyze and evaluate works of art.

COMPUTERS

This course is designed to introduce students to the variety of technology tools available in their own school.
Students will make text documents, create drawings, import their drawings into documents, use clip art files and
Internet images, build a spreadsheet for data collection and create charts and graphs from the data, use electronic
resources and the Internet, practice proper keyboarding techniques, and explore a variety of software applications.
This class will cover basic hardware and software operations and help students learn to use the technology tools in
their classes.

DRAMA

In this course, students gain background in the basics of acting. Simple theatrical vocabulary is introduced. Units on
pantomime, improvisation, and putting together short plays are included. Students may also discuss current stage
plays and television drama.

HEALTH

The curriculum places a strong emphasis on skill development in the areas of acquiring health knowledge, accessing
health resources, developing communication skills, setting goals and making health-related decisions, and
advocating for personal, family, and community health. Topics in health are used as subject matter in teaching the
skills. The Health Education learning materials (lesson plans, student activities, parent newsletters, assessment
tools) utilized to teach the curriculum emphasize experiential learning and reinforce parent-student communication
and parent involvement in health education. The emphasis in 6" grade health is emotional health rather than
physical health.

STUDY SKILLS

This course provides organizational and time management strategies for students as they transition into middle
school. Students learn about what type of learner they are and about good study habits. Students will practice using
their planner, organizing their notebooks and managing their homework load.




7™ & 8™ GRADE YEAR-LONG ELECTIVES

By choosing a year-long elective, you are committing to the entire year. Please give careful
consideration to your selection as teacher allocation and class size are determined by your choices.

WORLD LANGUAGE

Students in the United States now need the knowledge and skills to compete in a global economy. The study of a
world language is recognized as essential for success in the area of world negotiations and trade. In addition, high
priority is placed on world language study because of our diverse cultural heritage.

Study of French or Spanish may begin in grades 6 or 7. 8" grade students can take German at the high school, but
may not begin Spanish or French in 8" grade. Level 1A and Level 1B of a given language at the middle level are
equivalent to Level 1 in high school. College preparatory students should complete a minimum of three levels in the
same world language before completion of high school; but all students are required to take through level 2 of the
same language to graduate high school. Students can also begin a language in high school; it is not a middle school
requirement to take a language.

FRENCH 1A, SPANISH 1A: Sixth or seventh grade (sixth graders should have excellent language
Skill's and have the recommendation of their fifth grade teacher.)
(It is not a middle school requirement to take a language.)
FRENCH 1B, SPANISH 1B: For students who have passed level 1A.
FRENCH 2, SPANISH 2: For students who have completed 1A & 1B (at Monarch High School)
GERMAN 1: Offered at Monarch High School for 8" graders only

MUSIC ELECTIVES

BAND

These courses will give students an opportunity to explore music as a form of expression. A wide variety of music
will be performed including classical, jazz, and popular styles. Emphasis will be placed on note and rhythm reading
as well as individual improvement throughout the year. Extra activities include Middle Level Band Festival and Solo
and Ensemble Festival. Seventh graders will enroll in Band 2 and eighth graders will enroll in Band 3. Performance
at concerts and appropriate attire are required.

ORCHESTRA

Orchestra is a string-performing group in which students receive technical training and opportunities for enrichment
and development in individual and group musicianship. Extra activities include String Camp,Colorado Symphony
Orchestra, and Elitch’s Festival. Performance at concerts and appropriate attire are required.

MIXED CHOIR

Mixed Choir is a year-long elective for students interested in having fun while singing and performing a variety of
music. Students will learn two and three-part music and will have an opportunity to sing solos or perform in small
groups. Performance at concerts and appropriate attire are required.

GUITAR1

Guitar 1 is a course designed for students wishing to learn the basic fundamentals of Classical Guitar. Students will
learn note reading in first position, chord construction, strumming, and music theory. They will explore folk, popular
and classical idioms while learning solo and ensemble playing. Performances at concerts and appropriate concert
attire are required. Students should provide their own classical guitar (nylon strings). Only Classical guitars will be
used.




(™ & 8"GRADE TRIMESTER ELECTIVES

3-D DESIGN (A20)

This art course will cover different methods and materials used in the construction of three-dimensional forms such
as casting, assemblage, carving, and modeling. The student will not only study how the piece itself looks from every
point of view, but also how it interacts with the empty space which surrounds it on all sides. This interaction is the
essence of three-dimensional design which makes it a unique art form.

TIDE (J20) Technology, Innovation, Design and Engineering (New BVSD name change which was Applied Technology)

The Applied Technology class is unique and designed for hands-on learning. Building on the exploratory experience,
students will have the opportunity to design and build a CO2 Dragster woodworking project which will give them the
opportunity to work with simple hand tools. Students taking Applied Technology for a second time in the g" grade will have
the opportunity to complete a more advanced woodworking project as well. Students will learn to demonstrate safe and
proper use of equipment and tools, document their work and complete projects. Work in the Applied Technology Center is
organized as individual instructional modules where students can choose areas of interest to study. Students will learn to
lead, follow instructions, cooperate with others, and work effectively to accomplish a concrete task. Instructional Modules tc
be explored in the Applied Technology Center include architecture, robotics, graphic arts & design, photography, satellite
communications, engineering principles, CAD, inventions, microelectronics, residential wiring or basic electricity. Students
take this class in the 7" and in the 8" grade. A fee will be assessed for materials.

ART (A11)

Building on the exploratory experience, students spend a full term studying and using art elements and principles in
composition and design. Drawing is emphasized as well as other experiences (e.g., painting, sculpture and
printmaking may be stressed). Students will become more aware of the arts of other cultures and the importance of
art in their own lives. A fee is assessed for materials used.

COMPUTER POWER (D07)

This class has been designed to go past what students learned in their 6" grade Computer Exploratory. They will gain
experience with several software programs to learn to create drawings, presentations, brochures, posters, newsletters and
flyers. They will be introduced to memos, letters, reports, agendas, tables, spreadsheets, charts & graphs and database
development if time allows. Students will learn efficient ways to use the Internet and organize bookmarks when doing
projects for other classes. The use of digital cameras and scanners will be introduced.

DESKTOP PUBLISHING (D05)

Have the coolest looking reports in school! Using the latest computer software, students will publish a multitude of
projects: starting a student school newsletter will be one of theses. Students will learn and apply the elements of
design into their work. They will have opportunities to create projects for other classes and may be able to publish an
on-line project.

CREATIVE WRITING (K62)

Students will read models of outstanding poetry and prose. They may write poetry, stories, plays, essays,
descriptions, and other literary forms that may not be covered in the Language Arts curriculum. Students are
encouraged to experiment with ideas and moods while learning to express these in various creative writing forms.

DRAMA (K94)

In this course students will gain a background in the basics of drama including pantomime, improvisation and scene
building. Basic vocabulary and stage directions will be introduced. This course will provide situations for developing
poise and confidence, interacting with others and appreciating the contribution of others. Reading, writing, speaking
and listening skills will be involved as students demonstrate and perform what they have learned.

DRAWING AND PAINTING (A21)

This course provides experiences in a wide range of media in the study of art elements and principles of design.
Using artists and art history, students explore various methods and techniques of drawing and painting. Students will
be expected to continue developing their skills and knowledge of two-dimensional art. A fee is assessed for
materials used.




FOREIGN FOOD & FABRICS (H13)

In this Consumer and Family Studies class students will research cultures from around the world as they relate to
cuisine and food traditions. This course offers students an opportunity to select recipes and prepare foods as they
become familiar with kitchen equipment and appropriate lab/safety procedures. Sewing activities will include the
proper use of sewing equipment and construction techniques through the construction of at least one sewing project.

KEYBOARDING (B08)

Learn how to type faster than you can write! This class will help you work faster, save time on class assignments and
projects and make your papers look neater. Students will learn to type while looking at their copy, not their hands. Empha:
will be placed on developing correct typing techniques and improving speed and accuracy when producing documents. Th
class is taught using computer typing programs and typing from hard copy as well.

PLAY PRODUCTION (L37)

This is a class for students who have taken drama. This course introduces students to the components necessary
for putting on a play. Students will choose a short script and produce the show from start to finish. They will perform
the play for the school as their final project. (All students must be willing to perform on stage!)

POTTERY, SCULPTURE & CRAFTS (A16)

In this course students will be introduced to properties of ceramic clay. Students will learn hand building and wheel
throwing techniques. Students will create functional and non-functional projects and learn to finish them in a variety
of ways. In Crafts, students will be introduced to a variety of craft and fold art materials and methods. Students will
create well-crafted, functional and decorative pieces based on art from different cultures. This course is designed for
students who enjoy hands-on projects. A fee is assessed for materials used.

PUBLICATIONS (K69)

This course is designed for students interested in learning desktop publishing programs and newspaper publication.
Students will also do morning announcements in conjunction with this course. While the primary focus will be on the
design and layout of the middle level newspaper, students will be instructed in computer basics, a desktop publishing
program, filming announcements, interviews and reporting, using graphics and writing skills. The ability to work
independently and within a group and to meet deadlines is an important qualification.

WOODWORKING (J12)

Woodworking and Crafts is a hands-on class designed for students wanting to learn about hand tools and work with
wood and plastic Students will learn about the process that goes into the design and creation of a project. They will
make detailed scale drawings before beginning their projects. They will also learn to calculate the cost of materials
and hardware. Students will work with wood using hand tools and be able to do some craft-related projects, such as
model building and acrylic project construction. This course is for students who have not taken Applied Technology
where they designed and created the CO2 Dragster. A fee will be assessed for materials.

INTERMEDIATE WOODWORKING (J13)

The Intermediate Woodworking class is for students who have already taken the Introductory Woodworking
or Applied Technology classes. Hand tools and Safety will be reviewed. Computer Aided Design processes will
be used as students plan their projects. Depending on class size, machine use may include the Band Saw, Scroll
Saw, Drill Press, Belt Sander and they may assist the Instructor with the Plainer & Joiner. Students will
complete 2 - 4 projects in this class which will also be contingent on the size of the class. Woodworking or
Applied Technology is a prerequisite for this cla ss. A lab fee will be assessed for materials

All Middle level students are required to take science, language arts, math, and social studies. The



following pages describe course content in these four areas for each grade level.

SCIENCE
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

The middle level science curriculum endorses the notion that science is “a hands on” experience where students
work with the processes, tools, and applications of science in settings which foster investigation and experimentation.
While physical, life and earth science are a part of each year’s instruction, the emphasis in 6" grade is physical
science, 7" grade is life science, and 8" grade is earth science.

Major Curricular Themes and Topics in 6" Grade Physical Science

Atoms and Molecules (structure and function, periodic table of elements, combining atoms and
molecules, quantum theory)

Motion, Forces, Energy, and Waves (forms of energy, energy sources, thermodynamics, motion,
forces, waves)

Physical and Chemical Properties of Matter (physical states of matter, chemical properties of matter,
measurement, atomic model)

Work, Power, and Machines (simple machines, mechanical advantage)

Ecology (cycles, interdependence, population dynamics, adaptations, environmental concerns)

Major Curricular Themes and Topics in 7" Grade Life Science

Classification of Life

Chemical Cycles Related to Life

Diversity of Life (animals, plants, fungi, protists, archaebacteria, eubacteria, viruses and other)
Cell Theory (structure and function, forms of cell division, energy processes, tissues, genetics)
Body Systems (skeletal, muscular, skin, circulatory, respiratory, digestive, nervous, endocrine,
excretory)

Ecological Principals ( communities, populations, habitiats, food webs/food chainsand organism
interrelationships)

Major Curricular Themes and Topics in 8" Grade Earth Science

Meteorology (atmosphere, weather factors, forecasting, severe weather, atmospheric processes,
climate vs. weather)

Astronomy (earth/moon/sun system, solar system, technology, stars, galaxies, and universe)
Geology (rocks and rock cycle, minerals, soils, plate tectonics, earth history, water systems)
Oceanography (water chemistry, movements, bathymetry, biomes of the ocean)




LANGUAGE ARTS
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

The philosophy of the writing component of the Language Arts curriculum centers around creating writers who think
critically and have a solid command of the English language, in addition to addressing the writing process in a
developmental framework.

All grade levels incorporate the following basics into their individual writing programs:

* Spelling * Vocabulary * Grammar/Usage * Punctuation/Capitalization
* Sentence Structure ¢ Paragraph Structure ¢ Essay Structure * Speaking/Listening

® 6 Traits Instruction

Each individual grade level builds on concepts and skills learned in previous grades.
Curriculum may include:

6" Grade 7" Grade 8" Grade
*Expository Writing *Expository Writing *Expository Writing
8 sent. Accordion paragraphs 8-11 sent. Accordion Paragraphs Sent. Development/Variety
Persuasive Writing Persuasive Writing Paragraphing/Accordion
5 paragraph essay 5 paragraph essay Paragraphs/Strong Verb Paragraphs
Summaries Summaries Essay Format/Five Paragraph
Compare/Contrast Writings Compare/Contrast Writings
Research Projects Research Projects
Advertising
*Research Skills *Research Skills *Research Skills
Working knowledge of library Note Taking Practice utilizing a variety of sources
Note Taking Summarizing Source Work
Application of research in Thesis Statements Dictionary/Library Skills
project format Outlining
Bibliography Form Source Work *Narrative Writing
Proper use of the elements of source cards Letter Writing
a resource book bibliography Descriptive Writing
Intro. and Conclusion Paragraphs
*Narrative Writing *Narrative Writing *Poetry
Personal Narratives Personal Narratives
Informative Narrations Friendly Letters
Journal Writing Journal Writing
*Descriptive Writing *Descriptive Writing
*Poetry *Poetry
*Fictional Writing
Mysteries
Fables
Myths
*Speaking/Listening *Speaking/Listening *Speaking/Listening
Oral Presentations Oral Presentations Development of basic oral communication
Class Discussions Class Discussions Variety of speaking experiences
Other Speaking Exercises Other Speaking Exercises



The philosophy that drives the reading portion of the Language Arts curriculum is that the connection between
reading and writing is invaluable. Creating life-long readers is stressed throughout the grades. The curriculum
incorporates the reading of individual novels and class novels with the types of writing cited above. Below are the
various genres studied at each grade level:

6™ Grade — Mystery, Science Fiction, Realistic Fiction, Mythology, Fantasy, Short Stories, Poetry, Drama

7" Grade — Science Fiction/Fantasy, Newberry Awards and Honors, Classics, Adventure,
Multicultural/Historical Fiction, Drama, Biography/Autobiography, Short Stories, Poetry,
Essays

8" Grade — Short stories, Drama, Essays/Documents, U.S. Historical Fiction, Poetry. May include the
following: The Diary of Anne Frank, Tom Sawyer, To Kill a Mockingbird, Johnny Tremain,
Summer of My German Soldier, The Red Badge of Courage, & Farewell to Manzarar

ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

* Advanced Language Arts moves at a faster pace than regular Language Arts and there is more emphasis on applying advanced
critical thinking skills. Due to the nature of the course, students need to exhibit increased self-motivation and independence.
Students interested in Advanced Language Arts must exhibit a high level of proficiency in reading and writing as measured by
CSAP and Eldorado’s writing assessment. Teacher recommendation will also be considered in the process. This course is
designed for students who are passionate about reading and writing, who enjoy participating in class discussion and analysis, and
who have strong reading, writing, and grammar skills. The curriculum may include the BVSD adopted William & Mary curriculum
in addition to standard BVSD curriculum. Grammar, word usage, mechanics and spelling are studied more independently and at
a higher level. Upon acceptance students and parents will be asked to sign a contract indicating their commitment to these higher
level academic performance expectations

READING
GRADT 6

6" grade Reading is tied into the academic content standards for Language Arts in the Boulder Valley Public
Schools. A separate reading class allows for ample opportunity for all students, at all levels, to improve reading
strategies.

Skills covered in Reading:

* Explain the purpose of reading and adjust reading rate for reading fiction and nonfiction.

* Select and practice appropriate reading strategies by using the following: previewing, practicing,
skimming/scanning, pausing, consulting other sources, note taking, etc.

* Learning strategies for developing and determining word meaning through the study of word origins,
metaphors, figurative language, idioms, analogies, and the use of dictionary and thesaurus.

* Summarizing text concisely and developing and answering questions which enrich interpretation of the
literacy work.

* Participating in literary discussions such as Socratic seminars that go beyond the concrete level of the text.

Advanced Reading — The literary themes and genres are the same as for the regular Sixth Grade Reading class
although the novel selections will be at an advanced level. Some of the reading material may be sensitive for some
middle school students. The same expectations for Advanced Language Arts apply to Advanced Reading. At the
sixth grade level a student taking advanced classes must do so in both Language Arts & Reading.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
GRADES 6, 7 & 8

Sixth Grade World Geography 1 — The Americas

Prepare to embark upon an exciting adventure around the Western Hemisphere! In World Geography 1, students
will investigate the ancient civilizations from which modern day Latin America (the Maya, Inca and Aztecs) developed
through the lens of the five themes of geography (place, location, region, movement and human environment). They
will then progress into an exploration of the diversity that the countries of Latin America and Canada offer the world
today. Students will cultivate their presentation, writing, and discussion skills through a variety of projects, including
ethnographic profiles, cultural briefings, and collaborative, problem-solving activities.

Seventh Grade World Geography 2 — Eastern Hemisphere

The goal of World Geography Il is to provide students with the tools and skills necessary to analyze and interpret the
world from a geographic perspective. This course covers the Eastern Hemisphere: Africa, the European Union,
Russia, the Middle East, South and Eastern Asia and Oceania. The essential themes that are covered for each
region include:

Physical and cultural characteristics that identify it as a specific region

Impact of the physical geography on the people

Cultural geography (history, peoples, languages, religions, etc.)

Political geography (governments, boundaries, issues of cooperation and conflict, etc.)
Economic systems, land use, and the relationship with world trade

Significant current events

Students will participate in activities such as debates, class discussions, and both group and individual projects.

Eighth Grade Social Studies - United States Society

Year Overview:

Students will learn about the American experience through a historical survey of significant events in
American history from Pre-Revolutionary America through present day.. Perspectives of various groups
within the United States, including underrepresented groups, will provide students with the opportunity to
view history as a story of many groups of people.

Units of Study & Topics to be Covered:

Pre Revolution (Indigenous People, Regionalism, Colonial Development, & causes

of the American Revolution)

A New Nation (American Revolution & its effects, Constitution, Development of the American Government
and Modern Day Connections)

Expanding Nation (Colorado Territory, Mexican-American War, Louisiana Purchase, Indian Removal Act,
Sand Creek, Spread of Slavery, Transportation and Communication Advances)

Civil War & Reconstruction Era (Causes and Effects, Political, Social, and Economic Changes, Southern
Reactions, Shaping of the West, Pioneer Life, Sand Creek Massacre)

Turn of the Century (Industrialization, Immigration, Imperialism, Rural to Urban, 20" Century Technology,
American Involvement in WWI)

1920’s-1930’s (Social Change, Prohibition, Women’s Suffrage, Discrimination, Popular Culture & the Great
Depression)

World War Il (Causes and Effects, Social Issues, Alliances, Impacts on Colorado, Life on the American
Home front, the Holocaust and Japanese Interment)

Post War America (Containments of Communism/Korean War, McCarthyism, Civil Right Issues of 1950’s,
Technology, Consumerism-Television, Suburbs and Popular Culture) (Containment of Communism/Cuban
Missile Crisis, Popular Culture, Space Exploration/NASA, and Social Movements)
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MATHEMATICS

GRADES 6, 7 & 8

MO01 (Math 1) — Course Content:

Problem Solving (variables and expressions; exponents)

Decimals

Analyzing Data (mean, median and mode; box and whisker plots)
Fractions and Percents (simplifying, computations)

Integers

Factors (GCF, LCM)
Exponents
Estimations

Geometry (angles, polygons, volume, surface area, perimeter area)

Metric System
Probability
Proportions (ratios, rates)

MO05 (Math 1 Standard) — Course Content:

Algebra (order of operations; properties)
Integers
Equations/Inequalities

Factors (prime Factorization; GCF and LCD; powers)

Exponents and Powers
Rational Numbers (fractions; decimals)

Graphing (coordinate system; slope; box and whisker plots; scatter plots; stem and leaf plots)

Proportions and Percents as ratios
Probability

Geometry (polygons, angles)
Congruency and Similarity

M15 (Math 2 Standard) — Course Content:

Properties of Numbers

Basic Operation of rational numbers
including integers, fractions,(+/- decimals(+/-)
Angles

Congruence and Similarity

Probability and Statistics

Data Representation and Analysis

M25 (Math 3 Standard) — Course Content:

Brief review of the real numbers

- irrational numbers

Geometry

Solids

- formulas, volume & surface area

- Pythagorean theorem

- similar triangles (ratio, proportions)

- analytical (distance formula, equation of line)

Relations and Functions
- variables
- graphing

Area, volume, perimeter and surface area
Geometry

Measurement (metric/English)

Variables

One step equations/expressions

Ratios, Rates & Proportions

Patterns and Number Sense
Measurement

- estimation

- metric system

- unit analysis

- scale

- accuracy and precision
Dimensional Analysis
Foil/Factoring

Exponent properties

- solving equations (two step, variables on both sides)

- solving inequalities

- collecting terms, expanding, factoring
- nonlinear relations

Probability and Statistics
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M35 (Algebra 1 Advanced) — Course Content:

Number Properties

Number Sets

Exponents

Coordinate Graphing

Inequalities

Ratios, Proportions and Percents
Problem Solving

Matrices

M45 (Advanced Geometry) — Course Content:

Flowchart

Paragraph and two column proofs
Properties of points

Line and plane

Angle relationships

Geometric constructions

Triangle properties and congruence
Polygon properties

Mid segments

Expressions

Absolute Value

Radicals

Linear Equations

Quadratics

Polynomials

Data analysis using spreadsheets

Angles

Diagonals

Circle properties of chords
Arcs and angles

Area

Surface area

Volume

Pythagorean theorem and special right triangle

Similarity in polygons
Coordinate geometry

29
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Students who have Individualized Education Plans (IEP) will register for courses with the assistance of their special
education case manager so that their educational program is consistent with the goals and objectives of their IEP.
This program may consist of regular education courses with some instructional accommodations, courses provided in
the regular education class with a modified curriculum, and/or courses provided by the special education teacher.
Please work with your special education case manager to complete you course registration form.

ADVANCED ACADEMIC SERVICES

Advanced Academic Services at Eldorado K-8 focuses on serving the needs of gifted students through class
placements and/or differentiated instruction in the classroom. In addition, students may take advantage of
competitions, social skill training, and goal setting to achieve their ultimate potential at Eldorado K-8.

ESL

We are proud to have students from many different countries and cultures at our school. Students who have had an
influence of another language in their homes, as indicated on a Home Language Survey form, are screened to see if
they qualify for English as a Second Language assistance.

ESL Courses:

Beginning ESL — Students will use English to participate in social and classroom interactions in culturally
appropriate ways. They will interact through spoken and written English for personal expression and enjoyment.
They will use learning strategies to extend their ability to communicate.

Content ESL (Beginning) — Students will demonstrate knowledge of basic math processes, concepts of natural
science and areas of social science. They will develop the English language skills and vocabulary related to these
content areas.

Intermediate ESL — Students will use English to participate in social and classroom interactions in culturally
appropriate ways. They will interact through spoken and written English for personal expression and enjoyment.

ESL students will use learning strategies to extend their ability to communicate. At an intermediate English
proficiency level, students will read and understand a variety of materials and interpret literature as a record and
expression of human experience. They will listen, observe, speak and write for a variety of purposes and audiences,
and develop higher level critical thinking skills.

Advanced ESL - Students will use English to participate in social and classroom interactions in culturally appropriate
ways. They will interact through spoken and written English for personal expression and enjoyment. They will use
learning strategies to extend their ability to communicate. At an advanced English proficiency level, students will
read and understand a variety of materials and interpret literature as a record and expression of human experience.
They will listen, observe, speak, and write for a variety of purposes and audiences, and develop higher level critical
thinking skills. They will use grammatical and mechanical conventions of language in speaking and writing. They will
apply research skills to locate, select and make use of relevant information.
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Phy sical Eduwcatiow

Middle School Physical Education includes many aspects of fithess and sports. Each student must dress out for
class. Eldorado PE T-Shirts and shorts are required and available for purchase at the school during check in at the
beginning of the year. Shirts are $7.00 and shorts are $10.00. The standards we follow are state and district
mandated. Some units we will cover are: football, soccer, basketball, volleyball, fithess stations, badminton, team
games and various other activities. Along with class participation, each student will be evaluated on written work in
the form of quizzes, or projects. We hope to expose the students to the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.

Healtv

As part of the School District's comprehensive curriculum, students are instructed in age-appropriate components of
the approved health curriculum. During the Health course, instruction in your child’s classroom will include the
following topics of the health curriculum.

6" grade — See exploratory section

7" grade
Seventh grade places a strong emphasis on skill development in the areas of acquiring health knowledge, accessing

health resources, practicing healthy behaviors, analyzing the influence of media and other cultural influences on
health decisions, developing communication skills, setting goals, and making health-related decision, and advocating
for personal, family, and community health. Topics in health are used as subject matter in teaching the skills. The
learning results are identified as essential, desired, or optional. While all of the identified results are important,
priority is given to making sure that students have the opportunity to learn those as essential. The Health Education
learning materials (lesson plans, student activities, parent newsletters, assessment tools) utilized to teach the
curriculum emphasize experiential learning and reinforce parent-student communication and parent involvement in
health education. The BVSD policy on exclusion from Health Education (IGAE) states that parent or guardians of
students may exclude their children from specific portions of health instruction (not the entire curriculum) on the
grounds that the instruction is contrary to the child’s or parents religious beliefs and teachings, or contrary to closely
held personal beliefs. Parents will be provided an exclusion request at the beginning of the school year (File IGAE-
E)

8" grade
Eighth grade places a high emphasis on skill development in the areas of acquiring health knowledge, accessing

health resources, practicing healthy behaviors, analyzing the influence of media and other cultural influences on
health decisions, developing communication skills, setting goals, and making health-related decision, and advocating
for personal, family, and community health. Topics in health are used as subject matter in teaching

the skills. The learning results are identified as essential, desired, or optional, while all of the identified results are
important, priority is given to making sure that students have the opportunity to learn those identified as essential.
The health Education learning materials (lesson plans, student activities, parent newsletters, assessment tools)
utilized to teach the curriculum emphasize experiential learning and reinforce parent-student communication and
parent involvement in health education. The BVSD policy on exclusion from Health Education (IGAE) states that
parent or guardians of students may exclude their children from specific portions of health instruction (not the entire
curriculum) on the grounds that the instruction is contrary to the child’s or parents religious beliefs and teachings, or
contrary to closely held personal beliefs. Parent will be provided an exclusion request at the beginning of the school
year (File IGAE-E).
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Administratiovw

Principal Dr. Andre’ Lanier, Ph.D.
Assistant Principal Khara West

Assistant Principal Barbara Watson
Counselor Megan McDonald
Counselor Bruce Rose

Registrar Cathy Queen

Please call the Eldorado K-8 counseling office at 720-304-6738 for further information regarding registration, course
selection or questions.

Eldorado Eagles...
Dare to Soar!
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