
  A F A Y E T T E  

M 

E 

S 

S 

A  

G 

E 

FROM  

THE  

P 

R 

I 

N 

I 

C 

I 

P 

A  

L  

L
O 

O 

K 

O 

U 

T 

HOLLY  HULTGREN,  PRINCIPAL     SEPTEMBER  2009  
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          FAX: 720.561.8901           24 HOUR ATTENDANCE LINE:  720.561.8902         WWW.LAFAYETTEELEMENTARY.COM 

As the new school year begins, I have spent a little time reflecting on the many wonderful changes that 

have taken place at Lafayette Elementary over the past several years. Our school is a strong and vibrant 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ 

article will reflect on some of the elements of our changing educational landscape, while also celebrating 

ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ aǳŎƘ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

remain the same. 

First, the students: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ We have nearly 100 new Kindergarten students and about 40 new students in 1st through 5th 

grades. Our total population is 580+; an enrollment of more than 200 additional students compared to five 

years ago. Our largest bubble of students is in the primary grades, Kindergarten through 2nd grade. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ Our students have come from other countries as well as other counties. A percentage of 

our students are learning English as a second language, many are identified as talented and gifted, some 

struggle with learning challenges, a few come from challenging home circumstances, and ALL come from 

families who want the best for their children through a strong education. 

Second, the staff: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ We welcome many superb new teachers to our staff this year. These new teachers include 

Cara Duke, in Kindergarten, Laura Midson  in 1st, Samantha Schock and Nicole Stout in 2nd, Barb Watson 

and Emily Tate in 3rd, Sarah Komomua in special education, Nancy Hardy in Music, George Hawk in Art, 

and Kelsey Saunders in PE. Additionally, we have an administrative intern, Genna Jaramillo and due to our 

increasing enrollment, a part-time assistant principal, David Tanaka. They all bring new perspectives to 

Lafayette Elementary and a  variety of experience in other school settings . What a terrific new crew! 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ The remaining teachers are experienced and bring a sense of stability and continuity to 

ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ                       

commitment to your students. 

Next, the academics: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ [ŀŦŀȅŜǘǘŜ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎκƘƛƎƘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ hǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

growth scores were among the highest in BVSD and in all cases exceeded other similar students in              

Colorado. That means when compared to others students with similar scores the previous year, Lafayette 

Elementary students made way above average growth in nearly every area. Bravo for the steep upward 

path of academic progress made by Lafayette students! 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ We will continue to examine our strengths and challenges as a growing elementary 

school. We have high expectations for ALL students and will assess their learning on a regular basis, so no 

one is bored or frustrated by a mismatch between what we teach and their next learning goals. 

Continued on pg 2 
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Continued from pg 1                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Then, parent conferences: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ We have moved our fall conferences to October, the middle of the first trimester. This is so we can meet the fami-

ƭƛŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ άƎƻŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎέ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  hǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ be in 

aŀǊŎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀrn-

ing and excitement about school through a guided presentation format. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ All students will still receive report cards each trimester documenting the BVSD student learning standards for 

their grade level and the progress students are making toward expected goals. Some students will work at advanced grade level 

ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ άŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪǎΦ ²e 

believe that we are accountable to families for ongoing, high-quality communication from school to home. 

Additionally, the social-emotional environment: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ We have adopted a new program called Positive Behavior Support. You will be hearing students talk about the 

Cougar Promises. We have talked to students about how to be safe, respectful, and responsible in each school setting. All staff 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ άǊǳƭŜǎΦέ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ 

develop high standards for classroom, hallway, cafeteria, playground, and bathroom behavior. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ Cougar Kid Awards, Character Matters certificates, School Spirit Assemblies, classroom guidance counseling 

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ 

door policy in the school office. Please stop by and let us know how we can help your student at Lafayette Elementary. 

Finally, the principal: 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚ After 21 years of being an elementary principal, I have decided that this will be my last year as the leader of           

Lafayette Elementary School. It is a tough decision, but the right one for me as I contemplate a relaxing and rewarding retire-

ment. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ I am here for the students, staff and parents 100% throughout this year. It will be a smooth transition as BVSD 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлмлΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōǳǎƛness as 

ǳǎǳŀƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǎƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άƘŜƭƭƻέ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ άŘǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǎŎhool 

ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǎǘŀǊǘΗΗ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Character Trait: 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 1  
 
 
 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 

4  School Spirit    
           Day 
Assembly @ 9:55am 

5 

6 7    LABOR    
         DAY 
     HOLIDAY 

8  Instrumental Music  

         Rental Fair               

     Monarch K-8 @                 

          4ñ7pm 

9   BACK TO      

       SCHOOL 
6:00 - 8:00 pm 

10 11  

 
 
 
 

12 

13  14   Picture Day  

 

15   Picture Day  

 
16  17 

 

 

18   Professional Dev  

No School 
 

Rosh Hashanah 

19 

20 21 

 
 
 
 
 

22 6:30 pm PTA                 
          BD Mtg                          
 

Ramadan  Ends 

23 24  8:30am            

       Principalõs               

      Coffee Chat 

 

25  * LLO  26 

27 28  
 

 

 

29 30       
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CHARACTER   MATTERS 

SUPPORT   YOUR   SCHOOL  

The following students have been selected by their 

teachers who represented the character trait of  

_______________.  Congratulations to all of you.  

March:  Perseverance                              

Excellence                                         
Working/Trying hard                        
Determined                                     
Persistent  

April:  Integrity                                                 

Truth / Trustworthiness                                  
Honor                                                               
Reliable 

May:  Appreciation                                          

Admiration                                                       
Approval                                                          
Gratitude 

Tops & Labels 2009 -2010  

We are once again collecting Tops & Labels at LES. 

The money and credit we earn from these programs is used by the PTA 

to purchase items for the school. 

Tops & Labels will be collected at the end of each month and the class 

that collects the most will receive a small prize for their hard work. 

We have added a couple more to our list of programs to go along with 

the usuals.  If you know of any others, let me know and I will gladly 

look into them. 

Each website has the complete list of products to watch for and what 
part of the labels to keep.  If you have any questions, or need copies of 

the lists, please let me know. 

Boxtops for Education www.boxtops4education.com 

Campbellõs Labels for Education  www.Labels4education.com ð make 

sure to save the correct part of the labels!! 

Campbellõs e-Labels  www.e-LabelsforEducation.comñall you need is 

your shopper card number. 

Tyson Project A+  www.tyson.com/projectaplus/ 

Thanks for the support!                                                                                

Sara Wendland,  Tops & Labels Coordinator                                                                           

sara.wendland@bvsd.org 

COMING SOON.... 

Character Matters             
Recognition will             

begin with the next                
newsletter.  

Here are the               
Character                       

Matters words                 
& their meaning . 

September:  Responsibility                  

Accountable                                       
Conscientiousness                                 
Dependable  

October:  Citizenship                

Working well with others                    
Responsible community 
member / Work together  

November:  Generosity 

Kind                                                       
Openhanded / Big Heart                      
Charity 

 

December:  Respect                 

Value / Esteem                                    
Admiration /  Polite                                
Good Character 

January:  Tolerance                 

Open-mindedness                      
Acceptance                                  
Patience 

February:  Kindness   

Thoughtfulness                                  
Compassion / Helpfulness                                 
Consideration 

 

RECYCLE FOR THE                     
RAIN FOREST  

Bring your empty inkjet, original 
brand laser cartridges, old cell 
phones,  iPods, DVD, digital              

cameras & video games to school.  

Recycle for the Rainforest will pay 
$1 to $15 per item we collect! RFR 
will save 500 SQ. FT of Rainforest 
for every item we recycle.  Bring 
them in from home, the office, or 

collect them from friends                      
or relatives.                             

This is a great win-win-win                  
for everyone!! 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.labels4education.com/
http://www.e-labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.tyson.com/projectaplus/
mailto:sara.wendland@bvsd.org


NEWS  YOU  CAN  USE  
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Morning Schedule  

Please be aware that there is no adult super-
vision on the playgrounds until 7:45 a.m.    

Please do not drop your children off before 
7:45 amñunless they are having breakfast. 

Breakfast service starts at 7:40 a.m. 

The first bell rings at 7:55am.                          
The Final Bell to start school rings at 8:00am. 

Please encourage coming to school on time! 

Dear Parents,  

If your student has any type of  allergy 

please  contact your childôs teacher & Patty 

Vertun (health Rm Nurse) with any                  

information so they may help your                       

student at school.   

If you have students with peanut, nut, or 

other food  allergies ðwe  have a designated 

lunch room table for those students if they 

wish to sit there.  

Students with a doctors note regarding milk 

allergies may substitute Orange juice with 

their meal.  

If you have any  questions or concerns 

please feel free to ask.  

Also, any student that takes medication 

must have physicians orders on file in the 

health room to take  medication at school.  

Thank you!                                                     

Patty Vertun ð Health Room Para  

Bookroom             

Helpers Needed!  

The literacy teachers have 

centralized and organized thousands of 

book sets to create a Bookroom for all 

teachers to use to plan literacy               

instruction for all Lafayette readers.   

Our Bookroom, 105C, houses over 3000 

sets of books, and we need your help          

to maintain this great resource!  

We are looking for parents who can do-

nate an hour of time once a month, once  

a week or even once a day to help check in 

and shelve books in   this space. If you are 

able to help, please come to the               

Bookroom Volunteer  meeting 

Wednesday, September 16th at 8am 

in the Bookroom, room 105C.               

Bring a friend...or two...or five!    

Please email Heather Hansen , literacy 

teacher (heather.hansen@bvsd.org),          

with any questions or if you'd like to pitch 

in but can't attend the meeting.                         

Thanks for being part of this                        

powerful project.  

PICTURE DAYS ARE                            
SEPTEMBER 14TH & 15TH                 

This year Lafayette Elementary has scheduled 

school pictures with Lifetouch Photography. They 

have an exciting new picture program & online 

ordering. Students will receive flyers in Friday 

Folders on September 4th with a                    

reminder the following Friday.  

There are 2 picture days due to the            

volume of students at Lafayette. Your 

childõs teacher will inform you what 

day the class is scheduled for pictures.  

If your student is absent on his/her               

picture day there will be a retake day 

on October 21st, 2009.                                                        

 

mailto:heather.hansen@bvsd.org


We know that your childõs edu-

cation is very important to you! 

Here are some reminders to get 

the school year off  to a great 

start:  

Help your child be organized  

by helping them get their back-

pack ready for the next day the 

night before. A consistent and 

organized morning    routine will 

make things more peaceful for 

everyone and will help make sure 

your child will on time for school.  

Encourage your child by asking 

about school everyday. Ask open -

ended questions such as, òWhat 

was your favorite part of the 

day?ó 

Make school and homework a     

priority. Good attendance and 

completing work is critical to your 

childõs  learning and success. 

Make sure your child has the 

school supplies they need (talk to 

someone in the office if you need    

assistance)  

Show your pride in your child 

by  hanging up their work in your 

home. 

Ensure that your child get the  

recommended 9-10 hours of sleep 

each night.  

Eating fresh and healthy food is    

important for growth and brain 

development. Make sure your child 

gets a healthy breakfast each day!  

 

 

Connecting to (your school)  

 

Read Friday Folder mate-

rials and other commu-

nication from your 

childõs teacher and the 

school 

Itõs a fact: children do    

better in school when 

their parents/

guardians get involved 

at their school.       

Lafayette Elementary 

has many fun family 

events every year for 

you to participate in.  

If your time permits, 

be a  volunteer!  

Join the Parent -Teacher 

association (PTO) or 

School Improvement 

Team (SIT).                 

Help sponsor an                   

after -school club 

If you have questions or 

concerns about your 

child, contact their 

teacher or someone in 

the counseling depart-

ment. We are here to 

help. 

 

Lafayette Elementary                 

Counselor                      

Justin Pacheck                      

720 - 561 - 8900  

Lafayette Elementary               

Psychologist                                  

Lydia Ontiveros                   

720ñ561ñ8900  

 

Welcome back from the counseling office!  
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BackñtoñSchool 

Night                                                                                       
Wednesday,                      

September 9th, 2009               

6:00 ñ8:00pm  
 

6:00 ñ6:30pm                    

Introductions of Staff/

PTA on Stage 

6:30 ð 8:00pm                    

Classroom Teacher              

Presentations x 2  

Open House in Cafeteria 

for PTA, Clubs, etc.  

This is an evening for 

adults to communicate 

about school & student 

expectations.                         

We regret that childcare 

will not be available for 

this evening. We would 

love to have all families 

participate so please try 

to make other childcare 

arrangements.  


