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The 2011-2012 school year is off to a great start!  We are a Preschool-5th Grade school with a current 
enrollment of 614 students. As I begin my 7th year as an Elementary Principal and 2nd at Lafayette, I still have 
the energy and excitement as I did my first year of teaching.  It’s a privilege and honor to work with such a 
talented and dedicated staff, our committed parents and volunteers and all of our amazing students.   

Lafayette Elementary is a strong, vibrant community with a focus on differentiating instruction to meet 
the needs of all learners.  Staff members who have been at Lafayette prior to this school year bring a sense 
of stability and continuity to our school’s community.  It’s exciting to welcome new staff members to our team 
as they bring perspectives and ideas that will enrich our school.   

Thank you to our parents and family members for attending Back to School Night on August 18th and for 
signing your child/children up for assessment time slots on September 1st.  All BVSD Elementary Schools 
have an assessment day on September 1st and Professional Development Day on September 2nd.  All as-
sessment data gathered on the 1st and prior to this day will be analyzed on the 2nd and shared with parents at 
parent-teacher conferences later in the month.   

Please visit our website (www.bvsd.org) to read updated bios about our team, see a one-page listing of 
all staff, read a July letter from me to our community regarding the start of this school year and a map ex-
plaining our new student drop off and pick up expectations on Bermont Avenue.  Also, parents received a 
small packet at Back to School Night or in Friday Folders asking for an updated email address and your fami-
lies’ preference for office communication.  In this packet, you should have received a listing of all of our key 
dates/events for this school year and information regarding our School Accountability Committee.  If you              
did not receive this information, please let the office know. 

Our School Accountability Committee explores our school data and reviews school goals on a monthly  
basis.  I am thrilled to report that our CSAP Median Growth in Reading, Writing and Math improved in all 
three areas from 2010 to 2011.  Individual student CSAP results will be sent home in Friday Folders.  You 
may review the chart below for a simple view of how our school continues to improve.  Specific growth data 
for all schools in Colorado is located at www.schoolview.org. 
 

Colorado Growth Model Median Growth  

 
 

  You may contact me any time during the school year.  If you would like to set up an appointment, 

please contact Renee Tamburrino, my assistant at 720-561-8900 or you can reach me through email at 

stephanie.jackman@bvsd.org.  Have a safe and happy Labor Day Weekend! 

CSAP Spring 2010 Median Growth Spring 2011 Median Growth 

CSAP Math Overall 48.0 49.0 

CSAP Reading Overall 41.5 47.0 

CSAP Writing Overall 41.0 50.0 

http://www.bvsd.org
http://www.schoolview.org
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SEPTEMBER 2011                           SCHOOL CALENDAR   
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Character Trait 

RESPONSIBILITY 
   1  

Asmn’t Day  
1st —5th 

BY SCHEDULE 
             

  NO SCHOOL   

2  

Prof Dev Day 

 

NO SCHOOL   

3 

4 5   
 

Labor Day 

HOLIDAY   

NO SCHOOL  

6 7 Picture Day 
STAGE 

  8:10—2:00pm 

8   

 

 

Watch DOG Night 
5:30-7pm 

9 School Spirit Day 

 

 

CHOIR BEGINS 

2:30-3:40PM 

10 

11 12 
 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

PTA Board Mtg 
6:30pm 

14 15 

Principal Coffee & 
Chat 8:15-9:15am 
 

 

 

16 17 

18 19 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3—8pm  

20 21 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3—8pm  

22    

 

 

 

 

 

 

23  

Reading to End    
Racism  

24 

25 26 27 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3—8pm  

28 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosh Hashanah—Sundown  

29 

 

 

 

 

30   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Day and Professional Development Day 
Assessment day for 1st through 5th grade students is September 1st.  First through fifth grade students attend 

by appointment on September 1st and do  not have school on September 2nd. 

   

 Preschool:  Students are in session on Thursday, September 1st.   

  

 Kindergarten students:  No school on these two days because assessments were completed in August. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Please complete the forms for P/T Conferences and return them to your child’s teacher ASAP. 

Please don’t miss your child’s conference! Our goal is to have 100% attendance. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Why get involved in your children's education 

The National Campaign for Public School Improvement says that since approximately 80 percent of your child’s time is 
spent outside school time. The role a parent plays is critical in any systemic plan to improve their education. This 
means not only attending PTA meetings or getting to know your children’s teachers and principal, but actively working 
with your children. Parental involvement can be used to accelerate a child’s learning as well as help in the development 
of a long-lasting and positive attitude towards success in school.  You are your child’s first and most important teacher. 

If you show them that you value education, the chances are your child will too! 



CHARACTER TRAITS 
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March:  Perseverance                              

Excellence,                                         
Working/Trying hard,                          
Determined & Persistent  

Determination to follow through in 
action working hard and  

not giving up 
 

April:  Integrity                                                 

Truth, Trustworthiness                                
Honor &                                                            
Reliable 

Being truthful reliable and honest 
May:  Appreciation                                          

Admiration & Gratitude 

Values people, culture  
and differences 

September:  Responsibility                  

Accountable,                                    
Conscientiousness &                                 
Dependable 

People can depend on us 
 

October:  Citizenship                

Working well with others                     
Duties and Responsibilities that come 
with being a member of a community 
 

November:  Generosity 

Kind, helps others                                                        

                       
Giving to others without expecting  

any thing in return 

December:  Respect                 

Value, Esteem,                                    
Admiration, Polite          

                        
Caring about people and cultures 

and treating them with dignity 
January:  Courage      

Demonstrates Bravery,              
Boldness & Spirit       

Doing what you know is right when 
it would be easier to do otherwise 

February:  Kindness   

Thoughtfulness,                                  
Compassion,  &                               
Consideration 

Showing you care through                 

COUGAR KID AWARDS 

Lafayette Elementary School promotes a positive “Character Trait”  program to encourage students to 
think more deeply about the development of their character and actions. Each month of the school year, 
the focus is on a different character trait listed below:   

Responsibility, Citizenship, Generosity, Respect,  Courage, Kindness, Perseverance,                  
Integrity, and Appreciation. 

The character trait is emphasized everyday with announcements, special projects, recognition and              
assemblies. Each month, students who are nominated by staff members, will receive a certificate and will 
have their picture taken. The character trait for September is Responsibility.  Parents are encouraged to 
talk about the character traits with their children at home.  

The Character Traits for each month & their meaning is listed below. 

   What are Cougar Kid Awards (CKA)? 

 

 The Cougar Kid Awards program is based 

on the Character Traits described above.      

    Each week, students from each grade  

level  can earn a CKA card for demonstrating 

any of these traits pictured to the right.   

    The student posts the card on a bulletin 

board for the entire week. 

    Every Friday, students’ names are read  

during morning announcements.                            

 At the end of the same day, they are in-

vited to pick up a character stone as a token 

of  their achievement and serve as encour-

agement to keep up the good work. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

HEALTH ROOM INFO AND ALLERGIES 

Dear Parents,  

If your student has any type of  allergy please  
contact your child’s teacher & the health room 

para with any information so they may help  
your student at school.   

If your student has peanut, nut, or other food  
allergies, there is a designated lunch room table 

for those students if they wish to sit there.  

Students with a doctor’s note regarding milk             
allergies may substitute orange juice with                

their meal. 

Any student that takes medication must have 
physicians orders on file in the health room to 

take  medication at school.   

If you have any  questions or concerns                        
please feel free to ask. 

 

Thank you!                                                     

Ronda Frary  — Health Room Para 

 

In January 2011, BVSD began using SchoolMessenger to 

send various communications from the district and schools to 

parents and staff. This includes attendance calls, meal ac-

count balance notices, emails from the superintendent, and 

emergency notifications. 

*A test “emergency” phone call and email 

will be sent out via SchoolMessenger to all 

BVSD Parents on Thursday, Sept. 29.* 
 

Your contact information as it appears in Infinite Campus 

is uploaded into the SchoolMessenger system every night, so 

it is very important that your information is correct in Infi-

nite Campus. If it is not correct, please contact your school 

to have your information updated. 
 

A nice feature of the SchoolMessenger system is that 

parents and staff can set their own preferences for which 

telephone numbers or email addresses are used depending on 

what sort of communication is being sent. You can also enter 

a cell phone number in order to receive text messages. This 

feature is called “Contact Manager.” BVSD Communications 

will email details to you about Contact Manager in early Sep-

tember OR you can learn more about it now in the parent 

section of the BVSD website at http://www.bvsd.org/

Lafayette Elementary After School Clubs  
Volunteers Needed 
 

Lafayette Elementary offers after school clubs for all stu-
dents.  In order for the students to have the best experi-
ence possible, we are asking for volunteers to coach and 

co-coach each club.   
If you are interested in volunteering or have any ques-

tions please contact Cindy Olsen at  
Cindy.olsen@bvsd.org 

AFTER SCHOOL  

MESSAGGES 

 
Dear Parents:   
 

Please remember to 
communicate after school plans 
with your child/children the night 
before and/or in the morning             
before school.   

The office can only assure the  
delivery of emergency or urgent 
messages. 

If you are concerned that your 
child won’t remember what to do, 
please e-mail or write a note to 
your child's teacher. 

 

Thanks for your consideration! 

PLAYGROUND RULES AFTER SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parents, 

For the safety of the students, staff will Not 

send kids out to the playground to wait for 

someone to pick them up.  

Students must remain with teachers until they 

are picked up or they will be brought to the of-

fice to wait. 

Thank you from all staff. 

http://www.bvsd.org/parents/Pages/default.aspx


Page 5 

NEWS YOU CAN USE 

PICTURE DAY IS                         

SEPTEMBER 7th   

 Lafayette Elementary has 
scheduled school pictures with 
Oliver Photography, a local 
company.  There is a variety of 
picture  
programs & online  ordering.                
Students will receive flyers in 
Friday Folders with directions.  

 If your student is absent on 
his/her  picture day there will 
be a retake day on October, 

19 2011. Information re-
garding this day will be sent 
home.                         

 

FREE AND REDUCED MEALS 
 

The Boulder Valley School District offers 
healthy meals every school day. Your 

child(ren) may qualify for free meals or re-
duced price meals in the Federal School Lunch 

(and Breakfast) programs. 
 

Children in households receiving Food 
Stamps and most foster children may receive  

free meals regardless of income.  
Also, if your household income is within the 

limits on the Federal Income Chart, your chil-
dren may qualify for free or reduced price 

meals. See the "Eligibility Criteria for Free or 
Reduced Price Meals" in the chart below. 

 

 BVSD criteria for qualifying for FRL 

 

If your children received free and reduced 
lunch (FRL) last year, you must apply again. 

If you haven’t received a form, come to the 
office and we will be happy to give you one. 

 

If you have other questions or need help, 
call Becky Delaney, Free and Reduced                

Specialist at 720.561.5942. 

Household Size Reduced Price Meals-Yearly Income 

1 $20,036 

2 $26,995 

3 $33,874 

4 $40,793 

5 $47,712 

6 $54,631 

7 $61,550 

8 $68,469 

For each additional 

member add: 

$6,919 

School Age Care 
Program—SAC 

 

The SAC program at 
Lafayette Elementary has some 
openings available. The pro-
gram offers After School Care 
from 2:30-6:00pm. For informa-
tion contact the program: (720) 
561 3778. To enroll visit our 
website at  

http://bvsd.org/sac/Pages/default.aspx 

  SAC offers reduced fees for 
families with 2 or more chil-
dren. Scholarships are available 
if needed.  

 APPROPIATE SHOES FOR P.E. 

Parents: please send your kids to school on their P.E. days with shoes that cover the toes (no flip-flops, or 
sandals with open exposure) and that are safe to run in (no boots, crocs or dress shoes). 

This will help keep your children safe and will limit the markings on the gym floor. Students who do not have the right 
shoes may be asked to sit-out from an activity. 



THANKS, THANKS, THANKS! 

PARENT’S CORNER 
Helping Your Student With  

His/Her Homework 

Homework is a way to reinforce classroom 

lessons or give students extra practice. There are many 

ways parents, schools and students can work together to 

put homework first while making it seem like less of a 

burden. 

 Watch the time. Some children work faster and some 

assignments are longer. But if your child is expending 

hours every night on homework, check for: 

 Distractions. Is your child studying in a quiet well-lit-

place? Don’t let the TV, phone calls or siblings dis-

tract him/her from completing the work. 

 Advice. Is there someone available to answer quick 

questions about assignments? 

 Tools. Does your child have every thing he/she 

needs? (i.e., paper, pen, calculator, dictionary, etc.). 

 Attitude. The attitudes of children are often af-

fected by the attitudes of parents and caregivers. 

Children need to see that you support your child’s 

need to complete both schoolwork and homework. 

 Share concerns. An occasional homework overload is 

not grounds for a talk with the teacher. Here is 

a sign that it is time for a conference or a note. 
 Brain busters. Talk with the teacher if your child 

consistently struggles with the assignments. 

 Unpredictable. If your child is overwhelmed with 

homework one day, and has none the next, find out 

why. Sometimes kids put off projects until the last 

minute—which means you need to work on organizing 

their study time. You should expect a relatively con-

sistent homework load during the week. 

 Scale back. If your child’s life is so full of after-

school and weekend activities that he/she doesn’t 

have time or energy for homework, perhaps it’ss time 

to re-evaluate.  

 Stop yourself. Don’t do your child’s homework. It is 

always better to send a note explaining why your 

child didn’t finish the assignment. 

 Stay involved. Show interest about what your child 

did at school every day, check his/her assignment 

books every day to help keep track of what is due 

next and what projects are coming up. Review the 

homework your child is doing. 
 

Most important, “give your child credit and praise the 

work he/she does.  

******** 
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Thanks to our Volunteers that have completed the background screening 
and form. 

Thanks to Karen Stuart for working so hard to update our website with 

all the staff bios and new information 

Thanks to Patty Erickson and Annadell Burke for making our front 
garden tlook beautiful 



PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 

Reading to End Racism 

 On Friday, September 23rd 

Lafayette will host the program 

Reading to End Racism.  

It is a reading program designed 

to increase awareness about is-

sues of race. The primary goal of 

this program is to improve rela-

tionships among people and to               

provide students and educators 

with tools to combat prejudice 

and discrimination in their daily 

lives.  More information to follow 

in early September.  

BVSD Lifelong Learning 
 Fall Classes and Camps for Kids 

 

BVSD’s Lifelong Learning Program offers after school classes for kids in the 
arts, outdoors and adventure, fencing, digital photography, video production, 
and science. For our science classes, we partner with Science Matters and for 
our photography and video classes, we partner with the YWCA. Besides after 
school classes, we offer fun and creative camps for kids ages 6-12 during 
school breaks and on no-school days. If you want to get a jump on planning for 
Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break and the November 11th No School Day, look 
for listings in our BVSD Lifelong Learning Kids catalog, sent home in your 
child’s Friday folder (on August 26th or Sept. 2nd). You can also see a com-
plete listing of classes and camps by visiting our website, www.bvsd.org/
LLL. For more information, call 720-561-3768. 

At Lafayette:  

Science Matters: Outback Expeditions Ages 6-9 Session Tuesday 2:45 pm - 
3:45 pm; 4 sessions starting November 1, 2011, ending November 29, 2011, No 
class on 11/22. Tuition: $95.00   

BVSD Lifelong Learning contact info:   
720-561-3768 www.bvsd.org/lll 

Lafayette Elementary 2011-2012 Start of School Year Feedback 

Boulder Valley School District determines the majority of our calendar dates for the school year including the first 
day of school, assessment day or days, holidays and vacation days.  Through a collaborative process with staff members,             
Lafayette determines when to host Back to School Night, parent-teacher conferences and other school specific events. The pur-
pose of this survey is gather input from the parentsõ perspective on how Lafayetteõs first few weeks of school have progressed.  
The information parents provide will help determine any needed adjustments this school year and to plan for the 2012-2013 

school year. 

Please note that BVSD has already determined start dates and assessment dates for the 2012-2013 school year.            

This district calendar is available at www.bvsd.orgñlook for link to calendars. 

 Circle the grade(s) your child/children are currently in at Lafayette. 

 
 

What are some highlights and celebrations for the start of the 2011-21012 school year? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would you like us to consider when we plan for the opening of the 2012-2013 school year? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*This survey is also available electronically through SurveyMonkey at the following address:                                                
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Lafayette2011-2012Startofschool 

 

IF YOU CHOOSE TO COMPLETE THIS FORM, PLEASE CUT AND RETURN THIS PART TO MAIN OFFICE . THANKS! 

  
Preschool 

  

  
Kindergarten 

  
1st Grade 

  
2nd Grade 

  
3rd Grade 

  
4th Grade 

  
5th  Grade 
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If you 

need more 

space, 

please use 

other side 

http://www.bvsd.org/LLL
http://www.bvsd.org/LLL
http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassListing.ClassListingDisplay&
http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassListing.ClassListingDisplay&
http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassListing.ClassListingDisplay&
http://www.bvsd.org/lll
http://www.bvsd.org

