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“ A Sound of Thunder”
Ray Bradbury

Name:  _____________________________  






Periods:   _______

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THE STORY.  
RETURN IT WITH YOUR PAPER SO IT CAN BE USED AGAIN. 
After you read the story, answer the following questions in COMPLETE sentences.

1. What does the man behind the desk tell Eckels happened last year that makes Eckels reconsider going on the safari?  _____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When the hunters arrive at their destination, what does Travis tell them hasn’t happened yet in history?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the antigravity metal path and why must the men stay on it?  __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is a paradox?  (Don’t know – try the dictionary!)  ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Eckels jokingly pretend to do?  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How does the reader know that Eckels is afraid?  ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What do Billings and Kramer do after the dinosaur is dead?  __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What does Travis make Eckels do in order to go back with them?  Why?  _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What does Eckels find on the bottom of his boots?  Why is this significant?  _____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the reader to infer that Travis does to Eckels?  What part of the text leads the reader to this inference?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Why do you think Ray Bradbury wrote this story (P.I.E.)?  What is the message to the reader?  _____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

