The Golden Compass
Comprehension Questions
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Name:  ______________________

Periods:  _______

Write your answers in COMPLETE sentences!

1.  In this story, people’s souls are external to them, taking the shapes of various animals until the onset of puberty at which point the “daemon” settles into a permanent form.  What form would you want your daemon to take?  Why?   __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
2. One of the strongest taboos in Lyra’s world is that no human is to touch another person’s daemon.  What is a taboo? ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
3.  Describe Lyra’s best friend, Roger.  _____________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. The Gobblers are a sinister force.  What do they do to children?    ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
5.  Describe Mrs. Coulter.  _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe an alethiometer and  how it is used.  ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
7. Why do you think Lyra notices the changes in the way Mrs. Coulter smells?  ____________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

8.  Who are the gyptians?   _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
9.  What changes John Faa’s mind to allow Lyra to go on the gyptian journey?  ___________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________10.What was Lyra and Fardar Coram’s mistake?  ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

11.  Do your think their mistake will come back to haunt them?  Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

12.
Who is Iorek Byrinson?  ___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

13.
What deal does Iorek make with Fardar Coram?  Can he be trusted?  _____________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14.
What is the importance of the fish that Tony had?  _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

15.
At the beginning of Chapter 15, Lyra says that she is practical but not imaginative.  Do you agree with this?  Give examples from the book to support your answer.  ___________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

16.
Iorek tells Lyra that bears can’t be tricked.  How is she about to trick Iofur Raknison?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

17.
Who does Lyra betray?  How?  ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

18.
Does Lyra’s innocence ultimately help or hurt her?  Explain your answer.  __________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

19.Describe and internal and external conflict that Lyra experiences.  ___________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
