Poetry Portfolio

This will be your summative evaluation for the poetry writing section of this unit.  Using the poems that you have written and new ones you will write, you will create a poetry portfolio.  You must have a creative cover for the book and include the following:
1. A Table of Contents (sample on the back of this page)
2. A letter to your readers

At the beginning of your poetry book include a letter to your readers.  It should follow proper letter format (sample on the back of this page).  In your letter you need to:

a. Introduce yourself to your readers who know nothing about you.

b. Identify your favorite poem that you wrote and explain why it is your favorite.

c. Identify your least favorite and describe why it is your least favorite.

d. Discuss what you have learned about poetry during this unit.

e. Discuss what you have learned about yourself as a poet while writing the poems in this book.
3. Ten of your favorite poems that you wrote during this unit.
4. The lyrics from a favorite song of yours along with a completed “Poetry in Motion” form.
5. A favorite poem that is not your own. (You need to give the title and author for this.)
Along with the poem, you should include a minimum of two paragraphs detailing poetic elements (refer to your poetry packet) used in the poem and explain why you chose to include it.

Samples
Ms. Carter’s Table of Contents

A. Letter to the Reader






page 
1







B. Poems

1. Haiku 


“Teaching is Weird”



        
2

2. Imagery  

“My Students are Crazy”


       
3

3. Concrete Poem 
“Kyle Likes to Argue”


        
4

4. Acrostic 

“Write Darn it Write!”



5

5. Imagery 

“Don’t Breath on Me”




6

6. Free Verse 

“Return My Books or Else!”



7

7. Grue 


“Gabby Don’t Squeak the Duck”
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8. Diamante 

 “May Can’t Come Soon Enough”


9

9. Lyric  


“No Free Writes Today”


          10

10. Free Verse 

“Steal My Coffee and Say ‘Goodbye’”
          11

C. Copied Poem:  “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe





1. Poem








         12

2.
Two paragraphs on “The Raven”




         13

D. Song:  “YMCA” by the Village People

1.  Lyrics








          14

2.  “Poetry in Motion”






      15-16

	506 Country Lane
North Baysville, CA 53286
July 16, 2007 


Friendly Letter Format

Dear Susan, 

[image: image1.png]


It feels like such a long time since the last time I saw you. I know it's only been several weeks since I saw you. So far my summer has been great! 
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I spend my all my weekends at the beach. I am getting a nice tan and you can no longer say I am paler than you. I have been playing lots of volleyball, surfing and building a nice collection of sea shells. Just this past weekend I took second place in a sandcastle building contest! 
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On the weekdays I work. I drive an ice cream truck around and sell ice cream to the kids. It is so cool. It is a combination of the two things I love most, ice cream and kids. The pay isn't too great but I love the job so much. 
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I hope the summer's been going well for you too. There's only a month and a half left in summer vacation and after that it's back to school. Would you like to meet up some time before school starts? 


	Your friend, 
Signature 



P.S. John Austin says hi. 
Portfolio Rubric
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Name:  ___________________________________





Periods:  __________

	Element
	Exceeds Standards
	Comments/Score

	Appearance
	The cover and poems are colorful and neat . Art of some type is included throughout the portfolio and  fits with the content of the poetry.
	

	Table of 

Contents
	Table of contents is neat and accurate; contains all of the items included in the portfolio.
	

	Letter
	Letter includes all of the items listed on the assignment sheet.  Letter format is accurate and, if any, there are few errors.  Letter demonstrates thoughtful consideration of the poetry and the process of writing poetry.  Insight into the writing process is evident.
	

	Poems
	More than 10 original poems are included in the portfolio.  All poems appear to have involved careful thought and time in crafting.  Few, if any, mistakes are noted.  Vivid sensory images, and rich and imaginative language is evident throughout the portfolio.
	

	Copied Poem 
	A poem from another author is included along with author’s name.  A minimum of two paragraphs identifies the poetic elements we have learned that are used in the poem and a thoughtful explanation of why this poem was chosen is included.
	

	Song
	Lyrics of a favorite song (with author’s name) is included.   “Poetry in Motion” form demonstrates correct identification and examples of poetic elements, careful research of the writer, accurate identification of theme, and thoughtful insight into the choice of this particular song.
	


Poetry in Motion
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Song:  ___________________________________   
Writer:  _______________
 Release Date:  __________________

Provide some background information on the writer.  ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Identify four poetic elements used in the song and give an example of each.

1.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you think is the theme of the song?  _____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you like this song?  How does it connect with you personally?  ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
