the Hobbit

Name:  ___________________________





Periods:  ________

Chapters 1-4: 
1. How does the dwarves’ music affect Bilbo?  ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Gandalf says that Bilbo is “as fierce as a dragon in a pinch.”  What evidence is there for or against this claim?  Why does Gandalf say this?  _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Elrond think of the dwarves? What would you say to him about this?  ____________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
4. Characterize the goblins.  __________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Chapters 5-9:

5. What special properties does Bilbo discover in the dagger and the ring?  How does he find out?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
6. Riddle competitions have been used since primitive times to decide the fate of someone or something.  How is this tradition reflected in the company’s reaction to Bilbo’s story?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Beorn’s attitude towards the company change over time?   ______________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
8. What strategies does Bilbo use to outwit the spiders?  ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
9. What leads the Elvenking to imprison the dwarves?  _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Chapters 10-15:

10. Explain the townspeople’s reaction to the company.  ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
11. Describe the relationship of the dwarves and the hobbit in Chapter #11.  ____________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
12. What motivates Bibo to steal the cup?  _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
13. What changes on setting occur in Chapter #13?  How do they affect the mood of the story?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
14. What motives guide the wood-elves’ journey east?   ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
15. What causes Thorin’s hardness of heart?  ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Chapters 16-20:

16. What motivates Bilbo to give the Arkenstone to Bard and the Elvenking?  __________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
17. What do you think the eagles’ arrival signifies?   What makes you think that?  _______________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
18. Why do you think Thorin calls Bilbo a thief, not a burglar?  ______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
19. Would you say Bilbo’s homecoming is heroic?  Explain your answer.  ______________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
