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BEAR CREEK CALENDAR
AT - A - GLANCE

Tuesday, September 13

Vision and Hearing

Wednesday, September 21
Bear Creek Open House 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 27
EcoCycle Assembly 2:30 p.m.

Friday, September 30
Official Pupil Count Day
School Dance 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, October 11
Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 13
Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Friday, October 14
NO SCHOOL

Monday, October 17

Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30

Wednesday, October 19
Picture Retake Day

Monday, October 31

Halloween Parade and Parties 9:00 a.m.

Friday, November 11
NO SCHOOL

Professional Development Day
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BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
the f

Dond6t forget to check
tion on before and after school activities.

Chess Club

The Bear Creek Chess Club begins its 210112
season on October B and we hope to see many ne
and returning members. Chess Club is open to all
Bear Creek students who already know how to play
chess.Kindergarten and First Grade students must be accompanied by

Chess Club meets in the fishbowl (old library) from 395 on Thursdayg.

Registration forms and additional information will be distributed soon.

This is a parented activity and we always need volunteers so be sure t
let us know if you can help (no chess experience necessary). Please ¢
pl ete BVSD&6s volunteer backgrour
Chess Club volunteers.

The Bear Creek Chess Club is a member of the Boulder Valley Chess

League. This means that we field a competitive team that plays againg
other BVSD schools and adheres to the rules of the United States Che:
Federation. Last year our team earned third place in the Boulder Valle
Chess League Championship and we are hoping for another strong sh

this year!

If you have any questions please contact Joanne Addison at
jmaddison12@gmail.com

OCTOBER COUNT

Each district in the State of Colorado is required to count pupils

in membership. The Pupil Count is taken for the purpose of fund-
ing school districts. This enrollment count is established by re-
cording attendance for 10 days, beginning September 23rd and
ending on October 7th. Teachers will be taking attendance twice
a day during this time. This count is the basis for state funding.

It is very important that your child attend during this count

time, especially on Friday, September 30th, even if only for

part of the day. If you are planning to be away during these
days, please let the office know.
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an adult.
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AS A NEW SCHOOL YEAR BEGI
SOME HELPFUL HINTS FROM THE OFFICE

School Hours:  School begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 3:00 p.m. Morning Kindergarten
session is from 8:30 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.  Afternoon Kindergarten session is from 12:05 p.m. to
3:00 p.m.

Playground Supervision: The playground is supervised for 15 minutes before school starts
and for 15 minutes after dismissal. Students should not arrive before 8:15 a.m., as there is
no supervision prior to this time. Students should leave the school grounds promptly after dismissal at 3:00 p.m.

Inclement Weather: Students do not enter the building until the entrance bell, except in the event of bad
weather. A red flag on the flag pole will signal that students may come inside before the morning bell, and a
green flag will signal that students should remain on the playground until school begins.

Bear Creek Bike Policy.  Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 may ride their bikes, skateboards or scooters to school.

Students in grades K, 1, and 2 may ride with an adult accompaniment. All students are to wear a helmet. Please
dismount on the edge of the Bear Creek property and walk your bike or scooter to the rack. Ride safely. Bike
racks are now located in 3 places on our campus and skateboards now have racks in the front.

Tardiness:  We believe that regular school attendance and being on time is of the utmost importance. The
warning bell will ring at 8:28a.m. and the regular bell at 8:29 to allow students enough time to be seated,
ready, and in class by the time announcements start at 8:33 a.m. A student not in their seat at 8:35 a.m. needs
to report as tardy to the office.

Early Dismissals:  If your child must be dismissed early or excused from school for a brief period of time,
please see his/her teacher to determine the necessary arrangements. In addition, please stop by the office to
sign your child out and back in (if applicable).

Visitors/Volunteers: All visitors are asked to stop by the school office, sign in, pick -up and wear a visitor or
volunteer badge every time they visit. Please return the badge to the office and sign out upon leaving the
building. We know many of you are here regularly to volunteer, but we ask that you still check in every time.

Play Dates: After -school arrangements should be made prior to the beginning of school. It is not always pos-
sible to get a message to a classroom during the last minutes of the day. We understand

that emergencies come up and we will try to help when this happens. /\' ¢\
Absences: Please call the office at 720 -561-3502 by 8:45 a.m. if your child will be late @ @
or absent. If you know your child will miss the following day at school, please call and v
leave a message for the office staff on the Bear Creek voicemail.

NSé




BEAR CREEKO®S FACULTY AND STARBCHOORYEARHE 201

Administrative Staff

Kent Cruger, Principal
Beth Sheveland, Carolyn WalkérSecretaries

Teaching Staff
Mia Jenak, Beth ElliKindergarten
Renie Cantrick Kindergarten Enrichment

Stephanie Briggs, Ray Neiman, Robin Nortdsst
Taylor Appling, Lori Hattendor® 2nd
Jenny Platt, Jason Henkhau3q
Susan Secord, Sally Wood (Sara Bulevth
Barb Steiner, Heidi Casey/Mrs. Ellis, Lucy Ewbug

Specialists
Brie Wright, Art

Pat Bird, Literacy 1, 2, 3

James Soole, P.E. Kendra James, Music
Rita Albright, Visually Impaired Teacher Laurie Brockway, Media
Cheryl Winter, Special Ed/Resource Gretchen Hernandez, Special Ed/Resource
Mary Ellen Bayko, Social Worker/Psychologist Heidi Meyers, School Nurse
Caroline Campbell, Communication Specialist Katie Finn, Occupational Therapist
Meena Raghavan, TAG Carolyn Armstrong, Physical Therapist

Instrumental Music

Dave Laub, Jeff Rubin, Mindy Anderson

Paraeducator Support Staff

Deborah Barnes Liz Garcia Colleen Cimino
Cheryl Mier Debora Martin Maria Shuman
Mary Sue Rogers Terry Stibrany Sara Bulow
Letty Abila
Food Services Staff Custodial Staff
Sheila Kollo Francisco Uribe

Terry Stibrany, Cashier Juan Contreras




PTO News

Hi everyone! I'm Michelle Wellington, the new PTO Chair for this year. It was great to see and meet so many people atithe
last week and Back to School night! This school year will be packed with activities and events and we, the PTO Boardjraye

to keep parents updated.

There are three ways we are working to communicate news to you this year:

1) Bear Tracks . We will regularly post news about recent and upcoming events, as well as volunteer opportunities, meeti
reminders and fundraising updates.

2) Our New PTO Blog. Updated weekly, our bearcreekpto.com is dedicated to PTO news. This site is also a quick, easy
find contact information for all of our board members and review our monthly meeting minutes.

3) Parent Liaisons. Sometimes word of mouth is the best way to communicate! Our goal is to have one parent from each
classroom that can be a conduit between the PTO and their fellow classmates.

Bear Creek Carnival

This year the PTO is organizing a school carnival in replacement of the school dance. The event will be held on FridayerSe
30 from 4:300 6:30 pm. We have started the planning process and are really excited about this new event for Bear Creek
are interested in helping out with the eveatwe need lots of volunteers please emaiharybkaiser@gmail.coor

michelle.wellington@att.net

King Soopers Cards

If you shop at King Soopers, there is no easier way to earn money back for our school! The school's front office has &@&ia
able anytime. The card works like a gift card. It is preloaded with $5 and you can reload the card with any amount up to $5§
Then 5% of the money you reload is given to Bear Creek. You can reload as often as you like, at the customer servic¢hde

check stand. For more information, check out our King Soopers Card FAQ at bearcreekpto.com.

TLC Fundraising

We are off to a great start! Thank you to everyone who has donated to our one big fundraiser of the year! Donations can b
dropped off any time in the orange TLC donation box in the front office. Updates on our fundraising drive can be fourrd at

creekpto.com.

Bear Wear

Samples of the new Bear Creelshirts and hoodies are on display in the front office. We've got a variety of colors and sizes
chose from, so you are welcome to stop in and take a look before placing your o@itelers forms are due in the front of-

fice by September 15 ™.

Next PTO meeting

Our next PTO meeting will be held oWwednesday, Sept 21 * from 1:30to3pm i n t he teacherds | o
come to attend. Following the meeting, our meeting minutes will be posted on bearcreekpto.com and on our PTO News b
the front entry hall.

Have a great year!
Michelle Wellington

> pic
> WOr

g

way to

2pte
If you

rds
00
sk or

e
pea

—

ung e
pard in



mailto:marybkaiser@gmail.com
mailto:michelle.wellington@att.net

Ite

T-Shirt - Adult

T-Shirt - Adult

T-Shirt - Womens

(sizes run small)

Sweatshirt - Adult

Bear Wear - Order For

Youth Adult
Description Price S M LIS M L

L

Quantity

Cost

Short Sleeves $10.00

Chili

Dillweed

Indigo

Long Sleeves $20.00

Chili

Dillweed

Indigo

Women's Scoop Neck $20.00

Algae

Cocoa

Crimson

Hoody $35.00

Burnt Orange

Blue Jean

Hemp

Crimson

T-Shirt - Youth

T-Shirt - Youth

Sweatshirt - Youth

Short Sleeves $10.00

Crimson

Ice Blue

Light Green

Long Sleeves $20.00

Crimson

Ice Blue

Light Green

Hoody $30.00

Crimson

Blue Jean

Blue Spruce

Water Bottle

Aluminum $10.00

Red

Blue

Green

Totals

Return form to Office by September 15th.
Next opportunity to purchase will be for the holidays.




The Cruger Cipp2010-2011

The following students/families may stop by the office and sign up for a week to take
"Cruger Cup” home. Nice job to everyone who participatedghstyear.

CLASS NAME

CLASS NAME

KAMJ Boileau, Nicolas 3P Bleekman, Grace
KAMJ Marriot, Charlotte 3P Breuch, Benjamin
KAMJ Mollborn, Simon 3P Brockett, Celie
KAMJ Nobel, Lily 3P Fowler, Joshua
KAMJ Roshko-Leitch, Grant 3P Kehoe, Carina
KPMA Feiger, Felix 3P Klaus, Josh

1B Ammann, Sophia 3P Naylor, Bryce

1B Brockett, Joseph 3P O'Dowd, Cole

1B Bush, Dillon 3P Wiemer, Paige

1B Song, David 4E Bohn, Jimmy

1B Wang, Haiyan 45 Breuch, Will

1N Feld, Sabrina 4S Casebolt, Joe

1IN Fleming, Piper 4S Codrescu, Katherir

1IN Fuller, Eva 4S Dombrowski, Annika

IN O'Dowd, Lucas 4S Greenwald, Matt

1N Paulson, Trinity 4S Jobson, Olivia

1N Perian, Quinn 4S Murray, Odessa

1N Vellequette, Ambrose 4S Robinson, Fiona

2B Barnes, Meghan 4S Selby, Morgan

2B Brooks, Sam 4w Fuller, Cali

2B Cruger, Chloe 4w Rudge, Davis

2B Grace, Jordyn 5C Bush, Evan

2B Hughes, Claire 5C Keller, Allison

2B Kehoe, Louis 5C Paulson, Hunter

2B Vanzura, Samantha 5C Schroeder, Meg

2H Mollborn, Benjamin 5E Carrigan , Delaney

2H Smith, Nikki 5E Cruger, Jackson

2H Tewnion, Jordan 5E Kenny, Shannon

2H Tidd, Brandon 5E Tidd, Ryan

2H Vanzura, Zachary 5S Bank, Mattias

3H Ammann, Nicholas 5S Casebolt, Jack

3H Boileau, Sophie 5S Graham-Bell, Galen

3H Brucher, Chase 5S Klaus, Zach

3H Feiger, Wiley 5S Levy, Xander

3H Garce, Mackenzie 5S Raup, Andrew

3H Paulson, Dylan

3H Song, Jeremy Staff Rogers, Mary Sue
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Bear Creek Elementary Students & Staff. ..

Walk! Bicycle!
Scooter! Roll!

Our Car Free Commute Program is On!

This program is intended to motivate students and staff to get to school via an altemative to

a car, when possible. In addition to reducing traffic in the parking lot, it is good for the
environment and FUN!

This year, we're trying a new way of tracking car-free commutes (CFCs). The new tracking
method will be in each classroom. Kids will indicate each day on a bicycle tire with a spoke
bearing their name that they've had a CFC that morning. Or, if you can't do CFCs in the mom-
ing, track afternoon commutes. We ask that your child track either moming or afternoon
commutes, but not both (though we encourage CFCs both ways!) The spoke colors will
change with every 25 trips. Trips are indicated by tally marks on the spokes.

For kids aiming for the Cruger Cup, we figure you, as parents, will know whether your child
has had car-free commutes every school day of the year, so, if you don't see your child's
name in the running {we'll post lists periodically), let us know! -

. . Questions? Want to
For families who must drive, we'll recognize your efforts to be car- Help? Please contact

free — i.e., if you park one block or six blocks away or anywhere Mary Pettigrew
in between and walk or scooter, etc. from there, we'll call it a CFC! maryia mpersand-design.com

303 494 1571

Jump! or Skip!

How doYOUget to school?

——




Some Important P.E. Dates

Jump Rope Clulgor all grades)
Mondays, 7:45 AM

Begin: ééééé. Momday, SefEnedmbeéeeée?2eéeéwm

Cancelled: €é..11/02 through 11/ 18

Intramurals [for 4", and 8 graders only)
Fridays, 7:45 AMg:25 in the gym

Begin: ééééée. Fridmyg:, &Sepéeddlri day,

Gymnastics Stations
Wednesday, November 2nidriday, November 18th

Please note that the Gym will be closed for before and after school activities. This is d

to the gymnastics equipment used during this unit.

Bear Creek Mile

We will hold our Mile on the Bear Creek field.

WednesdayMarch 21st

Fun & Fitness Dajfor all students)
Wednesday, May 2nd Rain date: Thursday, 3rd

Soon we will be starting our before school Intramural and Jump rope programs w
are designed to further develop motor skills and life skills. Students wishing to participa

will need to pick up a permission form from the P.E. office. After filling out the permission

form they must be returned to Mr. Soole before they can participate.




Bear Creek  Intramural Program

Dear Parents,

Soon we will be starting our Intramural program for 4" and5 " grade
students. The program is designed to give students extra time to further
develop motor skills as well as enjoy a more competitive game
enviro nment. Although this will be a fun opportunity to compete with one
another, good sportsmanship and safety will be first priority.

The sports students will be participating in are Flag Football,
Floor Hockey, Basketball, Volleyball, Baseball,  and po ssibly others.
All necessary equipment will be provided and altered to incorporate
safety. | encourage students to part icipate in all sports; however
students will be allowed to choose sports they want to participate in. I
encourage them to commit to the chosen sport because their teammates will
be counting on them

Intramurals will take place on Fr iday mornings from 7:45 to 8:25,
beginning in September and ending at the end of March. Our first day will
beon Friday , September 9". Our first sport will be Flag Football. Drop
off time is 7:40. Beontime because gamesstart at7. 45.

Students wishing to participate need to pick up a permission form
from the PE Office. After filling out the permission form, the bottom
portion must be returned to Mr. Soole before participation can begin.

L. 9 9 9 9 R N Thank you,
i H Mr. Soole

Intramural Program Sign -up
If interested, pleas e fill out and return just this bottom
portion to Mr. Soole .

Student 85 ---R-B-Ar@-----mm--mmeeemmemeeceeeeeeees
Parent Signature ~ ------------- mmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeee -
Parent E mail address =~ -=----mmmmmmm e

Emergency Phone Number




Bear Creek  Jump Rope Club

Dear Parents,

Soon we will be starting our Jump Rope Club for all Bear Creek
students, Kindergarten through 5" grade. Our objectives will be to
increase cardiovascular endurance, improve coordination and agility,

meet friends, have fun, and learn to be a great rope skipper.

Jump Rope Club will be held every Monday from7: 45 to 8:25 AM.
Our first day will be Monday, September 12" . Parents are invited to
come and join us when possible, and students should feel welcome to
come as much or as little as desired . Jump ropes will be provided.

Students wishing to participate will need to pick up a permission
form from the PE Office. After filling out the permission form, the
bottom portion must be re turned to Mr. Soole before participating in
Jump Rope Club.

Thank you , Mr. Soole

Jump Rope Club Sign - up

If interested, please fill out and return just this bottom
portion to the P.E office.

Student s name

Parent Signature

Emergency Phone Number

Parent e mail address




Classroom Clips

Library News

We have a subscription to a fun software program called Tumblebooks Library that students can access from both
home and school. The URL to access from homengn.tumblebooklibrary.com (Log in is in upper right corner.) The User-
name is bearcreek and Password is books. Students can use this site to listen to ebooks, either picture or chapter bisoks.
site includes lots of classics like Swiss Family Robinson, Black Beauty, and the Wizard of Oz to name just a few. [Sbégag
new picture and chapter books as well, and the program has the option to hear stories in a variety of languages: Emnglsh,
French, Italian, Russian and Chinese. Students should click on Language Learning for these options. There arefailso lots
games and activities as well. So give it a try!!

The Newbery Club, which is open to students in grades53is off and running. This club encourages students to read New
Me d a | and honor books (Newbery Medal books are recogni

dent can pick up a tracking and review sheet in the library. To participate in the club, students must read at least bee/New
book in the fall and complete a book review sheet, which they will return to Mrs. Brockway in the library. They keep kiegra

sheet for their records. They will then have their picture taken with their book for display on the Newbery Book Club board.

They will also be invited to attend a party in the fall where students will come to discuss their favorite Newbery booksttidie
pate in the spring, they will need to read at least one more Newbery book.

Book Fair --We will be hosting a Scholastic book fair on Oct.-13th. The fair will be open from 8:18:45 and 2:30 on Tues
and Thurs. (during evening parent/teacher conferences) and@84Band 2:3@ on Weds. This fall the fair will be held in the
Fishbowl. Teachers will not be sending home Scholastic book orders in October, so please visit the fair instead. A lvitich
be coming home soon showcasing some of the fairds offe
shop in person. Volunteers are needed to man the chexk table. A sign up sheet will be posted soon in the front hallwidy.
you have some free time before or after school, this is a really fun volunteer opportunity. This event is also a hugseftfodrai
the library. Last year we earned over $6000 in Scholastic credit for library and classroom books and supplies. Thanks®o
supporting the book fair!! (We will also be holding another Scholastic book fair in May and will host a book fair at BdrNes a
ble on Nov. 13')

na
Sp
of

bery
ze

(¢)

ri

muc

d

n


http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/

TAG/Enrichment Activities

Bear Creek provides a variety of enrichment activities
opportunities are available to all interested students.

Math Olympiads : Open to 4" and 3" grade (and some™8grade) students interested in tackling challenging problems in Mat|

h and

competing with kids around the world. Math Olympiads will meet once a week on Tuesdays after school, starting on September

20th. Students explore a topic or strategy in depth, or they practice for the contests. Anyone interested in being avoarent
teer please call Lloyd Christensen @ 3634-5762.

The highlights for students are the five monthly contests, given from November to March. No traveling is redquiese con-
tests provide an incentive for students to intensify their study of math.

Spelling Bee 8 3¢, 4" and 3" grade students participate in a spelling bee at Bear Creek Elementary. The school winner then

moves on to the Regi’onal Spelling Bee. Winners may go as far as the state and national levihé&zar Creek Spelling Bee
will take place in January.

Geography Bee : 4th and 5th grade studentsarticipate in the National GeoBee sponsored by National Geographic Magdairj
order to practice for the Geography Bee, the 4th and 5th graders can participate in optional weekly Geography duigltes.
compile a list of questions each week from previous Geography Beeglents can use atlases, maps, encyclopedias, the inte
and other resources to answer questions.

e.

rnet

I will have a new quiz ready by Friday of each week starting in Octobeachers may send out these quizzes as an attachroent t

their e-mail newsletter on Fridays. Interested students can get copies of the quizzes from their teachers (or print it ootegt h
and work on them during the week. Students must turn in their completed quiz by the following Friday.

Participation in the weekly quizzes is completely optional.

Problems of the week: The Problems of the week are fun math challenges designed td"gatdt®" grade students to start
talking about and doing math outside of the classroom

I will give the 4 and 3" grade teachers new problems every Monday. Teachers may also send out these problems as an a
ment to their email newsletter on Fridays. These problems help students improve their problem solving and reasoning sk
terested students can get copies of the problems from their teachers (or print it out at home) and work on them during &ke
Students turn in their answers either to their teacher or to me on the following Monday. | will post answers to the problem

Tuesday.

Participation is completely optional.

| hope to start a similar program for"2and 3" graders starting in January.

BVSD Literary Magazine: Each spring the Boulder Valley School District TAG Officblishes a literary magazine containing
poems, stories, and artwork produced by Boulder Valley studeAtsstudents are encouraged to submit creative work for con

sideration. Deadline for submission is early February.
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(TAG Activities Continued)

| am looking for volunteers to run the following programs:

Destination Imagination : | am looking for parent volunteers to run Destination Imagination (DI). Dl is an educa-

tional program in which student teams solve opamded Challenges and present their solutions at a Tournament.
Please let me know if you are interested in forming a team.

BVSD has a DI information night on Thursday, October 6 at 6 p.m.

NaNoWriMo : November is also known as National Nov#friting Month. There is an exciting, wacky, creative,

somewhat insane natiewide program called NaNoWriMo for people who want to try to write a 50,000 word novel

in a single month. NaNoWriMo has a special Young Writers Program specifically designed for elementaragetiool

students. Unlike the original adult/teen program, where a single writer aims to produce a 50,000 word novel in
month, Young Writers Program participants set their own individual word count goals (intending to be challengi

achievable). Classrooms or groups work together to hit the magic number: 50,000 words wil deup goal.

I am looking for parent volunteers if"4and %' grade to run NaNoWriMo this year. Please let me know if you are
interested.

Please let me know if you have any questions about the TAG/Enrichment program at Bear Creek.

The best way to reach me is byreail:meenakshi.raghavan@bvsd.org

Meena Raghaven
TAG Coordinator

OKudos o0 at Bear Creek

Jeanne Kaufman, mom of Maia LiVecchi in 3" grade and Kiera LiVecchi in kindergarten, has just
had her first children6s book published. It
thought you might want to give a shout out on her behalf to the BC community.

Here is the link to her book ---

http://www.amazon.com/Young-Henry-Dragon-Jeanne-Kaufman/dp/1934860115/ref=sr 1 17
s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1314850292&sr=1-1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
th Grade to CalWood No School No School
Literacy Professional
i Development
Fairview !Back to Assessments p
School Night Day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No School Instrument Fair New Parent
Labor Day @ Platt Welcome & Bear Tracks
4.7 Back to School
fpm Night
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Vision & Hearing
Screening
(new date)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Bear Tracks
25 26 27 28 29 30
EcoCycle Official Pupil
Assembly Count Day
2:30 p.m.

School Dance

4:30- 6:00 p.m.




October 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
C i
- Hall
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Bear Tracks
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Parent/Teacher Parent/Teacher
Conference Conference NO
3:30- 7:00 p.m. 3:30- 7:00 p.m. SCHOOL
Book Fair October 11th- 13th
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Parent/Teacher Picture Retake
Conference Day Bear Tracks
3:30- 7:00 p.m.
%
23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

31st- Halloween
Parade & Partieg

9:00 a.m.







