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Bear Creek Elementary 

2500 Table Mesa Drive 

Boulder, CO  80305 

Kent Cruger, Principal 

September 23, 2011 

Bear Tracks  

  



 

BEAR CREEK CALENDAR 

AT - A - GLANCE 

 

Tuesday, September 27  

EcoCycle Assembly 2:30 p.m.  

 

Friday, September 30  

Official Pupil Count Day  

School Dance 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, October 11  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, October 13  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, October 14  

NO SCHOOL 

 

Monday, October 17  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, October 19  

Picture Retake Day  

 

Monday, October 31  

Halloween Parade and Parties  9:00 a.m.  

 

Friday, November 11  

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Development Day  

 

Friday, November 18  

Report Cards go Home  

 

Monday -  Friday, November 21 -  25 

NO SCHOOL, Thanksgiving Break  

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Donõt forget to check the foyer for flyers and informa-

tion on before and after school activities.   

 

OCTOBER COUNT 
 

Each district in the State of Colorado is required to count 

pupils in membership.  The Pupil Count is taken for the pur-

pose of funding school districts.  This enrollment count is 

established by recording attendance for 10 days, beginning 

September 23rd and ending on October 7th.  Teachers will 

be taking attendance twice a day during this time.  This 

count is the basis for state funding.  It is very important 

that your child attend during this count time, especially 

on Friday, September 30th, even if only for part of 

the day.  If you are planning to be away during these 

days, please let the office know.  

 

 
 
 

K-3 Nature Club 

Explore nature with Debora Martin, Early 

Childhood Educator/Volunteer Naturalist 

Wednesday October 5, 12, 19, 26th. 3-4:15, meeting in the 
Science Lab. 

Sign up at debsrun@comcast.net limit 20.  

 

 

Flu shots  

If you would like to get a seasonal flu shot, FluMist or 

pneumonia shot, please email Carolyn at                    

carolyn.walker@bvsd.org or stop by the office.  

 

                    Flu shot $25  

                    FluMist $30  

                    Pneumonia $65 

 

 

Visiting Nurse Association is the agency giving the 

shots on Wednesday, October 12th from 3:00 - 4:30 

p.m.  Please register by Monday, October 4th.  

mailto:debsrun@comcast.net


Cell Phone & Electronics Recycling from The Wireless Alliance  

 

 

 

 

Box Tops For Education  

 

The Box Top drop box is in the office. Please stop by and drop off all your box tops collected over the summer. 

If you havenõt done so already please visit www.btfe.com and register to support our school. Once there donõt forget 

to check out all the opportunities to earn for our school including the Marketplace. Over 100 retailers give eBoxTops 

to your school when you shop online at the Marketplace. Plus, you become an Online Power Earner and can earn   

Bonus Box Tops. Donõt know which products have Box Tops? No problem follow this link to the product list 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx?WT.ac=QL_PartProd  

Just 15 Box Tops per student per month will get us to our goal. Donõt forget to ask friends, family and co-workers to 

help you collect. 

About The Wireless Alliance 
The Wireless Alliance is a cell phone and ink cartridge recycling 

company. We work with wireless retail stores, e-waste recyclers, 

schools, universities, state and local government, large corporations 

and non-profit organizations to collect and recycle cellular equipment 

and ink cartridges. All equipment is repurposed in a zero waste, envi-

ronmentally-conscious manner. Since 2001, The Wireless Alliance 

has reclaimed over 500 tons of wireless equipment from landfills, 

contributing to a cleaner and safer environment. 

Items we accept 
The Wireless Alliance  accepts: 

¶ All cell phones, smart phones, PDAõs, iPods, digital cameras, and 
iPads regardless of age or condition 

¶ Chargers 

¶ Rechargeable cell phone batteries 

¶ All accessories including: bluetooth, air cards, clips and cases 

¶ Paper manuals and plastic packaging 

¶ All ink cartridges 

 

 

Bear Creek receives a portion of the proceeds 

from the recycling of these products and has 

both a cell phone and ink cartridge recycling 

kiosk in the front entryway. 

http://www.btfe.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx?WT.ac=QL_PartProd
http://thewirelessalliance.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8961c53fc82883bb5fe44a11e&id=1fb83e2e49&e=44fc2df622
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx


Bear Creek Elementary School 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time  Activity  Notes Action Taken/ 

Next Steps 

                               Thursday,   September 5  

3:15-3:25 Welcome  

 

The Bear Creek School Accountability 

(SAC) welcomed in four new members: 

Michael Delorenzo, Taryl Smith, Mary 

Beth Vellequette, and Lori Fuller. Three 

members from last year were welcomed 

back: Jean Lovell, Ann Loeffler, and 

Kathy Ellis. 

 

3:25-3:50 What we Do 

*Budget 

--Transparency 

 

*School Improvement Plan 

--The cycle and where we are at 

now 

 

*Review and Make 

Recommendations on  

Big Picture Issues 

--What we did last year 

 

 
Kent explained the main tasks of the 

School Accountability Committee, which 

are highlighted in red and listed on the 

left.  

 

We looked at some of the items that the 

SAC surveyed parents about last year, 

and talked about progress on survey 

items that came up as needing attention. 

 

Kent sought input on the BVSD calendar, 

which is a ñhot topicò right now due to 

the exceptionally hot weather this 

August. 

 
Before new survey items 

are developed, Kent will 

communicate to the Bear 

Creek community any 

progress on items that were 

examined and acted upon 

by SAC last year.  

3:50-3:55 Upcoming Meetings 

 

 

 

October 18 

November  8 

December 13 

January 17 

 

There is also a District Accountability 

Committee meeting next Tuesday which 

Bear Creek SAC members are invited to. 

 

3:55-4:05 Membership 

--Secretary 

--Co-Chair 

 

 
Mary Beth Vellequette was elected 

Secretary and Kathy Ellis was elected 

Co-chair. The teacher member to SAC 

will attend next meeting. 

 

4:05 Adjourn   

 
 

Your 2011-201 Bear Creek School Accountability Committee: 

 

Kent Cruger kent.cruger@bvsd.org Ann Loeffler annloeffler@gmail.com 

Jean Lovell lovellmj@gmail.com Kathy Ellis kaguiles@yahoo.com  

Lori Fuller lori@boulderfuller.com Mary Beth Vellequette  marybeth@vellequette.com 

Taryl Smith sandtsmith@att.net Taylor Appling  taylor.appling@bvsd.org 

Mia Jenak maria.jenak@bvsd.org  Michael Delorenzo  mwdelorenzo@yahoo.com 

SAC Meeting 

9/5/11 

 



 

PTO News 
 

 

Thank You!  

The school year is off to a great start and weõd like to thank all of the parents who have volunteered to help with 

providing food for our various events!  

 

Thanks goes out to the first group for their assistance with refreshments for Back to School night. They are: 

Michelle Considine, Patricia Kohlmetz, Connie Anderson, Kathy Wiemer, Donna Axel, Chally Wiener, Camilla Weiss, Sun-Young 

Hendrick and Marni Zapin. 

 

The second group deserves accolades for the brunch they provided for the vision/hearing volunteers. They are: Erin Vanzura, 

Carolyn Grant, Maya Key, Lenora Reynolds, Donna Axel, Michelle Murray, HaoyingYu, and Stephanie Franz.  

 

The third group will have provided monthly teacher snacks for September. They are:  Kristin De Lorenzo, Claudia Da Silva and 

Barbi Huntting. 

 

Thank you for your contributions! 

 

Bear Creek Carnival Donations  

The Carnival is Friday, September 30th, 4:30 ð 6:30é in case you havenõt heard!  We still need donations for two 

booths at the carnival. One of the booths will be a stuffed animal walk (like a cake walk, only the prize is a 

stuffie!). We are hoping that you can donate gently used animals that we can use for this booth. Please remember 

that these will be given away as prizes for kids in the animal walk so be sure that your child is ready to part with 

it!! The second donation we need are Guessing Jars; non-breakable, clear plastic jars filled with an item kids 

would enjoy (for example: bouncy balls, m & mõs, jellybeans, etc). These jars will be at a guessing booth, and the child that has the 

closest guess will win the jar. Before bringing in the jar, please count the number of items and mark that number on a folded note 

taped to the inside of the lid. Please bring your stuffed animals and jars to the school office before Sept. 28 th . Any    

carnival related questions can be sent to marybkaiser@gmail.com or michelle.wellington@att.net. 

 

King Soopers Cards  

We had a fantastic first month with everyone using their King Soopers Rewards Card! We received over $1400 from King     

Soopers, and it is all thanks to you! Please continue reloading your cardé if you already shop at King Soopers, there is no easier 

way to earn money back for our school. If you havenõt gotten a card yet, you may pick up one at school. The school's front office 

has $5 cards available anytime. The card works like a gift card. It is preloaded with $5 and you can reload the card with any 

amount up to $500. Then 5% of the money you reload is given to Bear Creek. You can reload as often as you like, at the customer 

service desk or the check stand. For more information, check out our King Soopers Card FAQ at bearcreekpto.com. 

 

Next PTO meeting  

Our next PTO meeting will be held on Wednesday, Oct 19 th  from 1:30 to 3 pm  in the teacherõs lounge. All parents are    

welcome to attend. Following the meeting, our meeting minutes will be posted on bearcreekpto.com and on our PTO News board 

in the front entry hall. 

mailto:marybkaiser@gmail.com
mailto:michelle.wellington@att.net


 



 



 

CLASS NAME CLASS NAME
KAMJ Boileau, Nicolas 3P Bleekman, Grace

KAMJ Marriot, Charlotte 3P Breuch, Benjamin

KAMJ Mollborn, Simon 3P Brockett, Celie

KAMJ Nobel, Lily 3P Fowler, Joshua

KAMJ Roshko-Leitch, Grant 3P Kehoe, Carina

KPMA Feiger, Felix 3P Klaus, Josh

1B Ammann, Sophia 3P Naylor, Bryce

1B Brockett, Joseph 3P O'Dowd, Cole

1B Bush, Dillon 3P Wiemer, Paige

1B Song, David 4E Bohn, Jimmy

1B Wang, Haiyan 4S Breuch, Will

1N Feld, Sabrina 4S Casebolt, Joe

1N Fleming, Piper 4S Codrescu, Katherine

1N Fuller, Eva 4S Dombrowski, Annika

1N O'Dowd, Lucas 4S Greenwald, Matt

1N Paulson, Trinity 4S Jobson, Olivia

1N Perian, Quinn 4S Murray, Odessa

1N Vellequette, Ambrose 4S Robinson, Fiona

2B Barnes, Meghan 4S Selby, Morgan

2B Brooks, Sam 4W Fuller, Cali

2B Cruger, Chloe 4W Rudge, Davis

2B Grace, Jordyn 5C Bush, Evan

2B Hughes, Claire 5C Keller, Allison

2B Kehoe, Louis 5C Paulson, Hunter

2B Vanzura, Samantha 5C Schroeder, Meg

2H Mollborn, Benjamin 5E Carrigan , Delaney

2H Smith, Nikki 5E Cruger, Jackson

2H Tewnion, Jordan 5E Kenny, Shannon

2H Tidd, Brandon 5E Tidd, Ryan

2H Vanzura, Zachary 5S Bank, Mattias

3H Ammann, Nicholas 5S Casebolt, Jack

3H Boileau, Sophie 5S Graham-Bell, Galen

3H Brucher, Chase 5S Klaus, Zach

3H Feiger, Wiley 5S Levy, Xander

3H Garce, Mackenzie 5S Raup, Andrew

3H Paulson, Dylan

3H Song, Jeremy Staff Rogers, Mary Sue

The Cruger Cup  for 2010-2011
The following students/families may stop by the office and sign up for a week to take the 

"Cruger Cup" home.  Nice job to everyone who participated this past year.



 
   

 

Congratulations  
 

 
 

on completing FIVE YEARS as a Green Star School!  
 

As a Green Star School, Bear Creek  Elementary  is part  

of Eco-Cycleõs first- in-the -nation Zero Waste program ,  

serving  as a model for schools throughout the U.S .  

 

Through the effor ts of students and staff, Green Star  

Schools compost , recycle  and reduce waste, thereby  

saving natural resources and keeping an impressive  

two -thirds of their discards out of the landfill!  

 

In addition,  BVSDõs Nutrition Services has raised the Zero W aste bar  by adding  

reusable silverware, cups  and bulk milk dispensers  to the cafeteria . You can  help 

further  these  successes by making lunches packed at home as waste -free as 

possible. Try these simple ideas:  
 

¶ Cut c loth napkins  from old clothes or sheets . 

¶ Fill reusable drink containers from large r jugs .  

¶ Choose r ecyclable drink containers like plastic 

bottles, metal cans  or paper cartons/juice boxes . 

¶ Use washable  containers in place of  zip-top bags . 

¶ Wrap food in r ecycl able foil instead of plastic wrap . 

¶ Reuse metal or plastic eating utensils . 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey kids!   Do you w ant to have the coolest waste -free  

lunch  around?  Make a cloth nap kin with Eco -Cycle during  

recess next week . Bring an old  shirt, pillowcase, pajamas or any  

old  fabric item  to schoo l, and weõll turn it into a reusable cloth  

napkin . (Be sure to ask your parents  permission  first!)  

Cloth will also be provided  at the Eco -Cycle table.      
                                  

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

10 Tips to Keep Kids Fit  

 

The busy school year brings habits that encourage kids to become overweight or 

obese. Here's how to help your children lose weight or stay fit all year long.  

 
Approximately 16 percent of American children are obese, and 32 percent are overweight, according to re-

search published in the Journal of the American Medical Association. Parents need to be aware that healthy 

weight in childhood is more than an aesthetic issue. Studies show that obesity in children and teens can be a 

predictor of not only a person's weight later in life, but also overall health and longevity. In fact, a recent study 

that followed 227,000 Norwegians from adolescence to middle age found that those who were overweight or 

obese as teens were three to four times more likely to die of heart disease. In addition, the risk of death from 

colon cancer and respiratory diseases, including asthma and emphysema, was two to three times higher in 

the subjects who were overweight or obese as teens. Yet, as concerned parents know, getting children to eat 

healthfully and exercise more frequently is easier said than done. Read on for tips on getting children to eat 

healthier and exercise more.  

 

Nutrition Tips to Fight Obesity  

Eat meals together. Having family meals together helps adolescents eat more fruits, vegetables, and fiber 

and fewer fatty foods and soft drinks. Even if you don't have time to eat a family meal every night, make sure 

you have healthy options in the kitchen to avoid last-minute dinners of fast food or takeout, which tend to be 

higher in fat and calories than home-cooked meals. Some good options to have on hand are pre-washed let-

tuce, baby carrots, nitrate-free cold cuts, hummus, whole-grain bread, and almond butter.  

Make favorite dishes healthier. You don't have to serve kids only salads and baked chicken. But do make 

their favorites, like tacos, pasta, and pizza in a healthier way. Try using olive oil instead of butter, and reduc-

ing the amount of cheese, sour cream, and other high-fat dairy products used in the recipes. Sneak extra 

veggies into tomato sauces, or use green peppers and broccoli as pizza toppings. For sandwiches, use whole

-grain bread instead of white bread and low-fat versions of condiments like mayonnaise.  

Limit soda and juice. Both contain lots of sugar and calories. If you do serve juice, dilute it with seltzer to 

lower the calories. Keep filtered water in the fridge so it is available and cold when kids need a drink.     

 

http://www.everydayhealth.com/kids-health/tweens-and-teens.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/longevity/index.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/kids-health/exercise-ideas-for-family-fitness.aspx


PE NEWS Continued  

Offer treats in moderation. Ice cream, cake, candy, and cookies should be limited to special occasions like 

birthday parties, holidays, amusement park trips, and other infrequent occurrences or celebrations. As alter-

natives, keep plenty of fruits like apples, bananas, grapes, and berries washed and easily accessible.  

Pack a lunch. Let your child help plan his or her weekly school lunches. Not only will you likely save money, 
the meal will be healthier, too. Some good options include hummus in a whole-wheat pita with cucumbers, 
yogurt, homemade soups in a thermos, hard-boiled eggs, apples, nuts, and tuna sandwiches without mayo.  

Exercise Tips for Losing Weight (or Staying Fit)  

With gym classes being cut across the nation ð Texas public high schools now only require a single semes-

ter of physical education ð it's more important than ever to encourage fitness at home.  

Sneak in exercise. "If you make working out into a game or play time, kids will be more interested," says 

Francesca Meccariello, volunteer for Concrete Safari, a non-profit after-school exercise program in New York 

City. Meccariello suggests skipping, crawling, playing tag, and jumping for children 5 to 8 years old. Older 

kids can play freeze tag, jump rope games, relay races, or run obstacle courses. The key, she says, is to 

make exercises "FUN"ctional.  

Turn off the TV. Studies have found direct correlation between the number of hours of television that children 

watch and their risk of obesity. Video games and computer usage contribute to the problem as well. Limit the 

time your child spends on these sedentary activities to no more than an hour per day.  

Chores count as exercise, too. Making the bed, mowing the lawn, and raking leaves all count as exercise. 

Assign older children more active chores and they'll exercise without even knowing it.  

Get extra help. If your child's school doesn't offer extracurricular or organized team sports, search out pro-

grams like Concrete Jungle, Girls on the Run (a running program for pre-teen girls), or classes at the local 

YMCA.  

Set a good example. Your kids watch what you do, so set a good example by improving your nutrition and 

exercise habits as well.  

 

http://www.everydayhealth.com/family-health/kids-health/healthy-school-lunch-ideas.aspx
http://www.everydayhealth.com/family-health/back-to-school.aspx


 

Classroom Clips 

 

Library News 

 

    

 

Mark your calendar for the Scholastic Book Fair  Oct. 11 -13th.   The fair will be open from 8:10-8:45 and 2:30-7 on Tues-

day and Thursday (during evening parent/teacher conferences) and 8:10-8:45 and 2:30-4 on Wednesday. We still need volunteers 

to run the cashier at the fair. If you have some free time before or after school, this is a really fun volunteer opportunity. A sign up 

sheet is posted in the front hallway.  This fall the fair will be held in the Fishbowl.  Teachers will not be sending home Scholastic 

book orders in October, so please visit the fair instead.  A brochure will be coming home soon showcasing some of the fairõs offer-

ings.  Please donõt send in the order form on the back; just come and shop in person.  This year we will also have online ordering 

available as well.  Details will be coming soon.  This event is a huge fundraiser for the library.  Last year we earned over $3000 in 

Scholastic credit for library and classroom books and supplies. Thanks so much for supporting the book fair!! (We will also be 

holding another Scholastic book fair in May and a book fair at Barnes and Noble on Nov. 13th.) We are looking for entertainment 

for the Barnes and Noble book fair.  If your student would like to perform at the fair, please let Mrs. Brockway know. 

 

Another great way to support our school is to shop at Grand Rabbitõs Toy Shoppe.  When you shop at Grand Rabbitõs 

and mention Bear Creek when you check out, Grand Rabbitõs contributes 10% of the value of your purchase to our school. 

 

We have subscriptions to two online programs that students can access at home.   The URL to   

access Tumble Books from home is www.tumblebooklibrary.com.  (Log in is in upper right corner.)  The    

Username is bearcreek and Password is books.  Students can use this site to listen to ebooks, either picture or 

chapter books.  This site includes lots of classics like Swiss Family Robinson, Black Beauty, and the Wizard of Oz 

to name just a few.  They can also hear new picture and chapter books as well, and the program has the option 

to hear stories in a variety of languages:  English, Spanish, French, Italian, Russian and Chinese.  Students should 

click on Language Learning for these options.  There are also lots of fun games and activities as well.  In addition, 

we also now subscribe to World Book online.  The URL is www.worldbookonline.com and the username is 

bvsd1 and password is home.  Check out this site for research, games and more. 

 

The fifth grade girlsõ book group held our first meeting on Thursday, Sept. 22 and had a rousing discussion of The Popularity Papers. 

We will meet again on Thurs. Oct. 20 to discuss The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.  Copies of the book are available in the library. The 

fifth grade boysõ book group will meet on Friday, Sept. 30 at lunch with Mr. Henkhaus in his classroom to discuss Tunnels. Copies 

of the book are available in the library. 

 

Bear Creek Chess Club  

The Bear Creek Chess Club begins its 2011 - 2012 season on October 6th and we hope to see 
many new and returning  members. Chess Club is open to all Bear Creek students who already 
know how to play chess.  Kindergarten and First Grade students must be accompanied by an 
adult. Chess Club meets in the fishbowl (old library) from 3:00 - 4:15 on Thursdays.     
Registration forms and additional information are on page 10 & 11 in Bear Tracks and in 
the school foyer.  
 
This is a parent - led activity and we always need volunteers so be sure to let us know if you can help 
ƽÎÏ ÃÈÅÓÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙƾƚ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ "63$ƦÓ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÃÈÅÃË ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ 
for Chess Club volunteers.  
 
If you have any questions please contact Joanne Addison at jmaddison12@gmail.com  

http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com
mailto:jmaddison12@gmail.com
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/index.jsp?c=y


 

Classroom Clips 

 

Art News  

 

Wednesday all the students celebrated International Peace Day with a pinwheel for peace art  

installation.  Almost every student constructed a pinwheel in art class.  We discussed what peace 

means to them and then used the joyful form of a pinwheel to express those thoughts.  The kinetic 

art display was installed by Mrs. Ewing's math class along with art teacher Ms. Wright.  The    

students and staff gathered around the exhibit and sang Da  Nobis  Pacem (latin for give us 

peace) with music teacher Ms. Worth.  You may view the website to learn more about the project 

started six years ago by two Florida art teachers.  They estimated there were 3.5 million pin-

wheels displayed around the world in 2010. 

 
http://www.pinwheelsforpeace.com/pinwheelsforpeace/home.html 

 

Brie Wright  

Visual Arts Teacher -Bear Creek/Flatirons   

http://www.pinwheelsforpeace.com/pinwheelsforpeace/home.html


 

Student Name : __________________________________________ Grade:  _____ 

 

____ returning member                                 ______new member 

 

Division (see second page then circle one):   Rook   (high rated ) Bishop (intermediate rated)      Knight   (unrated/recreational ) 

 

All new members begin as Knights unless they bring tournament or other significant experience.  Members are grouped according to ability, 

not grade level. 

 

T-shirt size: (circle one):       Size: S   M   L  XL  XXL   

Parent Name :   

Parentõs òClub-Timeó Phone:   

Parentõs E-mail:   

 

The club fees are $50 for the first student and $25 for each additional student in the same family (complete a 

separate form for each student). Please make checks payable to BCPTO and turn in with this form in an envelope 

marked òChess Clubó to your childõs teacher.   

 

Please check method of payment and amount paid: 

 

Cash     _______         Amount  ______ 

Check   _______         Amount  ______ 

 

Permission Forms must be returned to the main office by September 30, 2011. 

 

Bear Creek Chess Club 

2011 ï 2012 School Year 

 

I give permission for my child (or children) to participate in the Bear Creek Chess Club from October 6, 2011 through 

March1, 2011.  Meetings will be held in the fishbowl (old library) from 3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. on Thursdays after school. Stu-

dents are REQUIRED to sign-in at the beginning of each meeting. Once signed in, students will not be allowed to leave the 

area without parental supervision. I have been provided a copy of the Bear Creek Chess Club Charter and understand that 

my child is expected to know how to play chess, to abide by the rules of conduct therein, and may be asked to leave the 

club if he or she is overly disruptive. If my child is in first grade or kindergarten, I agree to attend the club with 

them.  

 

x             

Parent Signature       Date 



 

Chess Club Conôté. 

 

 

How do I know if my child is a Knight, Bishop, or a Rook? 

 

The primary goal of the Bear Creek Chess Club is to provide students who have an active interest in chess opportunities to play and 

improve their game.  Ideally students will win about 50% of their games so that they are both challenged by their losses and encour-

aged by their wins.  In order to help us create a positive playing experience for all, please review the following descriptions with 

your child before circling a division on the front.  Please remember that grade level is irrelevant here as placement is based on inter-

est and ability and it is common for us to have 5th grade Knights and 2nd grade Rooks. 

 

Knights: 

know the names and functions of all piecesðthis includes knowing how the pieces move, the value of each piece, 

and a beginning understanding of what makes each piece uniquely important 

know the rules of castling 

can reach checkmate (the checkmate might not be efficient or pretty but he/she should be able to achieve check-

mate) 

possess a beginning understanding of opening goals 

have a willingness to play outside of chess club 

 

Bishops: 

know and can execute opening goals 

know the rules of en passant 

know the rules of stalemate 

can mate efficiently 

possess a beginning understanding of tactics (forks, pins, etc.) 

understand basic middle game strategies such as controlling files 

are prepared for competitive play 

have a willingness to play outside of chess club 

 

Rooks: 

know and can execute opening goals 

                             have memorized two or three openings and know how to respond to some of the more common openings 

know the rules of en passant 

know the rules of stalemate, avoiding and forcing it as needed 

can mate efficiently with limited material (e.g., a rook and king) 

can name and execute major tactics (forks, pins, discovered check, etc.) 

understand middle game strategies such as controlling files 

have memorized two or three openings and know how to respond to some of the more common openings 

are willing to learn chess notation and maintain score sheets 

are prepared for competitive play 

have a willingness to play outside of chess club 



September 2011  

Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu Fri  Sat  

28 29 30 31 

 

 

 

Fairview Back to 

School Night 

1 

 

No School  

Literacy  

Assessments 

2 

 

No School  

Professional   

Development 

Day 

3 

4 5 

 

No School  

Labor Day 

6 

 

Instrument Fair  

@ Platt    

4 - 7 p.m. 

7 8 

 

New Parent    

Welcome &  

Back to School 

Night 

9 

 

 

Bear Tracks 

10 

11 12 13 

 

 

Vision & Hearing 

Screening 

(new date) 

14 15 

 

 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

 

Bear Tracks 

24 

25 26 27 

 

EcoCycle        

Assembly        

2:30 p.m. 

28 29 30 

 

Official Pupil 

Count Day 

 

School Dance 

4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

5th Grade to CalWood 



October 2011  

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed  Thu Fri  Sat  

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Y kids Might Out 

 

 

Bear Tracks 

8 

9 10 11 

 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

12 

 

 Flu Shots 

3-4:30 p.m. 

13 

 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

14 

 

 

NO  

SCHOOL 

15 

16 17 

 

Parent/Teacher 

Conference 

3:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

18 19 

 

Picture Retake 

Day 

 

20 21 

 

 

Bear Tracks 

22 

23/30 24/31 

 

 

 

31st - Halloween    

Parade & Parties 

9:00 a.m. 

25 26 27 28 29 

Book Fair  October 11th - 13th 



 BVSD Lifelong Learningõs Fall Classes and Camps for Kids 

 

BVSDõs Lifelong Learning Program offers after school classes for kids in the arts, outdoors and adventure, 

fencing, digital photography, video production, and science. For our science classes, we partner with Science 

Matters and for our photography and video classes, we partner with the YWCA. Besides after school classes, 

we offer fun and creative camps for kids ages 6-12 during school breaks and on no-school days. If you want 

to get a jump on planning for Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break and the November 11th No School Day, look 

for listings in our BVSD Lifelong Learning Kids catalog, sent home in your childõs Friday folder (on August 

26th or Sept. 2nd). You can also see a complete listing of classes and camps by visiting our website, 

www.bvsd.org/LLL . For more information, call 720 -561-3768. 

 

Classes at Bear Creek:  

Science Matters: Gear it Up! Ages 6 -9 Session B    

Tuesday 3:15 pm - 4:15 pm;  

4 sessions  

September 27, 2011, ending October 25, 2011 (No class on Oct 11)   

Tuition: $95.00   Location: Bear Creek Elementary 

 

BVSD Lifelong Learning  

Phone Number:   720-561-3768 

www.bvsd.org/lll  

 

 

 

Mountain Bike Clinic  
 

On October 1, 2011, Avid4 Adventure and Boulder Mountain Bike Alliance will provide FREE mountain bike instruction at the 
new Valmont Bike Park in Boulder. The ride is part of a nationwide celebration known as Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day, 
supported by the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA). We are proud to partner with the City of Boulder 
Parks and Recreation Department to bring you this event. 

  

This is a FREE event but clinics require online registration. Click here to register: http://www.avid4.com/valmont-bike-park-
programs/mountain-bike-day/ 
  
  

 Date:   Saturday, October 1, 2011 

 Time:   Park is open all day. Clinics run hourly from 10AM-2PM. Expo, climbing wall and bike tune ups from 10AM-2PM. 
 Location:   Valmont Bike Park (Valmont and Airport Road), Boulder. 

http://www.bvsd.org/LLL
http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=ClassListing.ClassListingDisplay&
javascript:callPopup('/versions/v71/popups/locationinfo.cfm?locationid=24&')
http://www.bvsd.org/lll
http://www.avid4.com/valmont-bike-park-programs/mountain-bike-day/
http://www.avid4.com/valmont-bike-park-programs/mountain-bike-day/


 



Parent Engagement Network presents:  

Thriving During the Elementary Years 

Reading and School Success 

By Dr. Jan Hittelman 

 

Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Whether itôs intellectual abilities, visual and auditory processing skills, or physical abilities, 

we all have areas of strength and areas of challenge. For elementary-age children, this is also the case in terms of academic skills. 

While some children excel in mathematics, others may exhibit strengths in writing. The most important academic skill, however, is 

reading. Reading is central to all subjects and by third grade reading level has been shown to correlate with a variety of outcomes 

including academic success, vocational opportunities, and college attendance. It is always sad to see a young child with reading 

problems who enjoys and excels in math, be robbed of that success with the introduction of math word problems that require reading 

ability.   

 

We also know that parental involvement correlates with school success. A meta-analysis of 77 studies found that parents who were 

highly involved in their childôs education, positively impacted overall education outcomes, grades, and academic achievement 

(Harvard Family Research Project, 2005). Furthermore, when they looked at specific components of parental involvement, reading 

with your child emerged as one of the most important factors. Given that parents are usually not trained in reading instruction, what 

is the best approach in helping your child to learn how to be a strong reader, particularly if they are already having reading chal-

lenges? 

 

 To learn more about effective parenting strategies to help your child become a strong reader, bring your elementary-age child, a fun 

book, and participate in the next Pathways to Parenting Success workshop: 

 

What:  Strengthening Reading Confidence and Skills  
When: Monday, October 24th, 6:30-8:00pm 

Where: Meadows Branch Library (4800 Baseline Road, Boulder) 

Facilitator:  Iris Lee, Director, Dreamcatcher Direct Instruction Centers 

Cost: FREE  

More info:  www.BPSBoulder.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

UPCOMING PEN EVENT:  

The Bully, the Bullied, & the Bystander   

Breaking the Cycles of Violence and Creating Circles of Caring 

Barbara Coloroso, Natõl Speaker/Author 

www.kidsareworthit.com 

Wednesday, October 19th, 6:30-8:30pm 

Monarch High School (263 Campus Drive, Louisville) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Learn more about PEN by visiting their website: www.parentengagementnetwork.org or by contacting Paula Nelson, PEN chair 

(pjn6225@yahoo.com, 303-880-6030) or Betsy Fox, PEN Lead Coach, (foxbetsy123@msn.com, 720-563-7007). 

Dr. Jan Hittelman, a licensed psychologist, is Director of Boulder Psychological Services and the Founder of the Boulder Counsel-

ing Cooperative. Questions or comments for this monthly column can be sent via email to: jan.hittelman@gmail.com, or by phone: 

720-217-3270 

http://www.bpsboulder.com/
http://www.kidsareworthit.com/


 


