Bear Tracks

A e

%. e el o #FE a©

Bear Creek Elementary
2500 Table Mesa Drive
Boulder, CO 80305

Kent Cruger, Principal
December | I, 2009

U= 7k
Breakfast at Bear Creek = ‘ngi
) @

Bear Creek Families,

Bear Creek began offering breakfast last Monday, December 7th. The breakfast program will
occur every day school is in session from December 7th until the end of the year, and will run
from 8:10-8:30am in the cafeteria. If you would like your child to have breakfast at Bear Creek,
please send them in the front door of the school and ask them to let one of the secretaries
know that they are having breakfast at school as they pass by the office. There is no need to
pre-register for breakfast on any day. Come as often as you would like or just once in a while.
The price is $1.50 for full price students, and free for students classified under the status of

Free or Reduced.

Studies have shown that children that eat breakfast do better in school. They have a longer
attention span with a greater level of concentration and retain more of what they learn. There
are less behavioral problems and teachers report a more tranquil classroom setting. The bene-
fits to children that eat breakfast are significant enough that Boulder Valley School District has

made a commitment to have breakfast available at every school.

The daily breakfast menu consists of Grain, Dairy and Fruit. The menu rotates between sev-
eral items from each group. It features things like all natural whole grain muffins, local whole
grain bagels, organic cereals, local organic milk and fresh local fruit. You can find the exact

menu at: http://bvsd.org/food/Pages/BreakfastMenu.aspx

New Bear Creek T-Shirts

In an effort to spice things up, the Bear Creek PTO has created a new design for Bear Creek
shirts, mugs, sweatshirts.....and just in time for the holidays! We think the new design looks
absolutely great, and some of the staff today donned one of the shirts that is available to show

students and parents what they look like (we also have one on display in the office).

Thank you to the PTO (especially Lisa Rockwell) for creating an online Bear Gear store:
http://www.cafepress.com/BearCreekGear. By having this site you have ability to order the

gear you want, in the size you need and have it shipped direct to your home.

We also still have plenty of the original Bear Creek short-sleeve tie-dye shirts available. Email
lisa.rockwell@gmail.com or stop by the office and we sell you one of the old shirts.

Thanks again to PTO!!!!
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Principal’s Report

Upcoming Events at Bear Creek

Martin Luther King, Jr. Assembly - January 15, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m. -

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Assembly will be our traditional concert-in-the-round
performed by all Bear Creek students. They will be singing songs of the Civil Rights
Movement, about Martin Luther King, Jr., and peace, as well as African American
Spirituals. We have found in the past that this assembly is best suited for adults and
school-aged children. Due to very limited audience space, we request that the audi-
ence be four years old and up. Thank you and we look forward fo seeing you at this
very special event.

Registration for Kindergarten Please, please, please help us determine how many kindergarteners we
have for the next year, 2010-2011. If you have an incoming student, please informally let Carolyn or Beth
in the office know, and then formally enroll online at BVSD.org. Don't hesitate to call the Bear Creek of-
fice (720-561-3500) with questions. If you live next to a family who is not currently at Bear Creek
and might not know to register their kindergartener now, please let them know that now is the best
time to register.

I invite anyone who is interested in hearing and brainstorming ideas about how to make this year the best
possible Lip Sync to come to the next Bear Banter which will be held next Tuesday from 2-3pm. I have
begun conversations with various parent groups (PTO, SIT) about ways to continue all the great parts of
this tradition as well as ways to improve it. One area we would like to continue to get better at is how to
promote inclusivity and decrease hurt feelings as groups are being formed. I have heard lots of great sug-
gestions already which I can share and am looking forward to hearing other ideas.

I'm excited to let you know our Design Advisory Team (DAT) has completed its work with the architects of
our building remodel project. Our DAT put a great deal of time, effort and thought into helping the archi-
tects understand the particular needs and values of our school. We anticipate sharing the work from the
Design Development phase to the greater Bear Creek Community sometime in January. We can't wait to
show you what is coming our way!

~ Kent Cruger
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Wednesday, December 16
%) " Open House Tour @ 9:30 AM

Monday, December 14

n Instrumental Concert @ 2:00

December 21—January |
NO SCHOOL
Winter Break

Monday, January 4—Tuesday, January 5

NO SCHOOL

Professional Development Days

Friday, January 8
Open House Tour @ 9:30

Thursday, January 14
Reading to End Racism

Friday, January 15
MLK, Jr. Assembly @ 1:30 PM

End of Open Enrollment

Monday, January 18

Y N NO SCHOOL
R )
)2 ,e)\’) MLK, Jr. Holiday

Thursday, February |11
Lip Sync Dress Rehearsal

Friday, February 12

Lip Sync Performances

Monday, February 15
NO SCHOOL
President’s Day

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Don't forget to check the foyer for flyers and informa-
tion on before and after school activities.
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Lip Sync Practice Dates

January I1-15 Sign Up

January 25-29 Music/Lyrics Due
February -5 Non Dress Rehearsals
February |1 Dress Rehearsal
February 12 Performances

Open House Tours

We will be having two additional Open House
Tours. The first is on Wednesday, December
16 and the following on Friday, January 8, 2010. Both Tours will
begin @ 9:30 and last about 45 minutes with Questions & An-
swer time to follow. To register please call the office @
720.561.3500. Open enrollment ends on Friday, January |5th @

4:00PM.

LOST AND FOUND - LAST
CHANCE!

Please make sure to stop by the front hall
and go through the lost and found bins be-

fore Winter Break. All remaining items will
be donated to charity after December 18™. Thanks!

VOLUNTEER BADGES

Bear Creek would not be the same without all of our volun-
teers. We know our volunteer badges are quite stylish and you
may want to wear them on other occasions but....... if you have

any laying around will you please return them?
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Thank You Everyone!!!

In this season of giving and Thanksgiving, we want to extend a heartfelt thank you on behalf of the entire board of the PTO and the
faculty and staff of Bear Creek Elementary. Despite the economic uncertainty that has touched a number of families in our com-
munity, you have continued to give of your time and treasure to make our school the best it can be. This year, 175 families con-
tributed $36,000 to the Tools for Learning Challenge. Such generosity is particularly meaningful this year and will make a major
impact on our children’s education.

While we certainly appreciate all of your generous gifts to the Challenge, we also want to recognize those who have given so gen-
erously of their time and talents. Our school would scarcely be able to operate without the selfless contributions of our parent
volunteers. Volunteers also show all of our children visibly just how much our parents care about them and about their educa-

tion.

Thank you again for making this year’s Challenge another success and thank you so much for all that you do for our children. We
look forward to working with all of you again in the second half of the school year, but until then, please accept our wishes for a

joyous holiday season.
~ Debbie Cash

BEAR CREEK BAKERS

| would like to say a huge thank-you to everyone who brought in goodies for teacher appreciation snack on
November 18th. Thank you very much to Wendy Gram, Kate Iverson and llene Raynes. The teachers really

enjoyed your goodies. ~Ragan Cahill
We would also like to introduce the PTO’s new secretary. Thank you Karen Seiple for offering to write

the minutes and help the organization.

Bear Tracks is a publication of Bear Creek Elementary School, a focus school connecting Math, Music and Science. The pur-
pose of this publication is to inform parents of Bear Creek students of current events and information about their child(ren)'s

school.

Bear Tracks is published in the school office. If you would like something included in the newsletter, please submit it to the
office or send email to carolyn.walker@bvsd.org. Material may be edited for clarity and space. Please submit material no
later than noon on Monday the same week as the publication. Late submissions will be considered for the following issue only.

In accordance with the BVSD policy on distribution/posting of non-curricular material - Bear Tracks will print curricular items
about our school. Many outside opportunities available, (i.e. Science Matters, second language programs, parenting workshops,
community sports, non-profit organizations, scouts, etc.), may be posted on the hall bulletin board with prior approval of the

Principal, but may not be included in Bear Tracks. Be sure to check the Parent's Board in the school for information regarding

outside opportunities.

Submission Deadline Publication Date
January 11 January 15
January 25 January 29

Additional information about Bear Creek can be found on the website at http://www.bvsd.org/schools/bearcreek/
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Bear Creek Community Outreach

Reach out to the greater community and world around us.

Share with our children the experience of giving back, helping others and the environment.

Share-a-Gift éﬁ

Share-A-Gift is an all-volunteer annual holiday project that has provided toys, bikes, and
books for children of low income families in BVSD since 1972. Each year approximately 3000
girls and boys, birth to age 14, receive these community donations. This is Bear Creek’s Third
year of helping with this event by sorting gifts. It’s fun and heartwarming. Please join us!

2 Ways to Help:

DONATE: Bring new / gently used toys, books, games, etc. before Dec. 16. (There is a
box in the BC foyer)

SORT: On Dec. 16, from 4 - 7pm BC families can help sort the donated gifts at the Share
-a-Gift warehouse in E. Boulder - 5311 Western Ave. (N of Arapahoe, W of 55, intersection of
Western and Range). No need to sign up for this event. All family members welcome and lots
of hands needed! Come anytime between 4 — 7pm, stay as long or as short a time as you
are able.

Outreach THANKS! Outreach THANKS! Outreach THANKS!

To all who have helped with Outreach events so far this school year...
October’s Leaf Raking Hostesses —

Carolyn Grant-Krenz, Evelyn Keller, Valerie McGowan, Ginny Bank, Annette Wilhelm and
Patrice Kirlan-Stout

Nov. EFAA Food Drive:

Box decorating: Debbie Gangwish, Renee Gangwish, Mathilda Nilsson, Franzi Pflaum,
Elli Gerwing, Marissa Earley, Emily Kang, Lita Bacus, those who helped us load the cars, and
our drivers: Gabriela Kioupakis, Courtney Williams and Rebecca Mclean

Our awesome office support team - Beth and Carolyn!

Mr. Cruger for all the announcements and support of this program.

Happy Holidays,
Ann & Kim




Classroomn CL’Lps

Art News /

- /
=5
<

Second Grade Artists have been exploring how artists can inspire each other. They were intro- =
duced to a Swedish poem "Good Night Ye Sun" (6od natt du sol) written by Lennart Hellsing and an illustration
created by the Swedish artist Marit Tornquist. The artists planned a drawing inspired by the art they saw and
the words they heard. They are completing the drawings by learning pastel techniques and color theory.

First Grade Artists took a break from their Faith Ringgold Quilt Art project to create snowmen art. Artists were
challenged to use a single line to draw their snowmen rather than shapes. They added details to their snowmen
with crayons and then learned about watercolor techniques to create a sun, sky, and shadows around their snow-
men.

Kindergarten Artists have been exploring shapes, identifying them and learning about how to put them together
to create drawings of things. They are now working on a drawing inspired by Paul Klee. They learned how to cri-
tique his painting "Castle and Sun" and then learned drawing techniques to create their own drawing of a castle
and the sun or moon.

Student Council Garage Sale

Our Student Council Garage Sale was a fantastic success! We raised over $300 which the student council voted
to donate to the Boulder Humane Society. The leftover items from the sale were also donated to Salvation Army.
The student council was very excited to organize this service project, and they worked very hard to make it a
success, giving up several lunch recesses to make posters promoting the event and to sort and price the items,
and staying after school to run the sale. They should be very proud of their accomplishments! Thank you to all
Bear Creek families whose generous donations made this sale possible. You're the best!
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Library News

Congratulations to all of the students who got fired up to participate in this year’s read-a-thon. Students
logged an amazing amount of hours. Watch as our dragon grows on the computer lab walls. At press time, read-
ing logs were still being tabulated to determine prizes, so top readers will be recognized in the next issue of Bear
Tracks. A huge thank you goes out to Suzanne Blom Walker for accumulating prizes for top readers and to Meg
Tierney who counted up hundreds of reading logs and arranged for a special gift for all participants. You both
rock!!

Thank you to those who braved the frigid temperatures on Monday night to venture out to the book fair at Bar-
nes and Noble. A special thanks goes out to Kyra Neiman who entertained shoppers with heavenly harp music
(and of course to dad Ray Neiman who brought Kyra and her harp to the store!!) Bear Creek will earn a percent-
age of sales in store credit from those shoppers who used Bear Creek vouchers. Thanks for you support!!

The next meeting of the 5t grade girls’ book group will be on Friday, Dec. 18th at lunch in the library to discuss
No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman. The 5t grade boys’ group met at lunch with Mr. Neiman on Friday,
Dec. 11th to discuss Among the Hidden.

Bear Creek Students Rock!

KARATE
\7

On December 5th, Grayson Walker (5C) was awarded his black belt at Karate America after 2
days of grueling black belt tests, including breaking two boards at once. Grayson is also an
assistant instructor at Karate America. Congratulations, Grayson!




Congratulations To All Read-a-thon
Participants?

Do you hear that ponderous, heavy slithering in the library? That’s
oury HUMONGOUS Read-a-thon Dragon. This year 213 Bear Creckers

read over 163.568 minutes = so our dragon has over 2,480 scales!

Prizes were awarded to those with the most minutes in each class and grade. In
addition, each participant was entered in a grade level drawing for a book.

Top Raadars

Kindergarton — Sadio Komoold-Finkolstoin, April Tong, Ella
Addizon-Taylor, Lucas O'Dowd, Gordon Loaffler, Miles Ellis,
Sabrina Fald, lla James McKenna, Valarie Clalland, Dvton Bush,
Banton Johnzon & Cuinn Parian.

First Grade — Sophia Murray, Imani Fernandez-Gorbea, Maia
Livacchi, Renaco Gangwish, Parry Lawronce, Dashiel Walkar,
Louis Kehoe, Mathilda Nilsson, Elli Gerwing, Elizaboth Seiple,
Tristan Hird, Samual Berets, Jack Broadfoot, Anna Brasket,
Bella Miller, Axel Rosan, Sam Brooks & Jordan Towion.

Second Grade — Katie Addizon-Taylor, Chariotte Healay,
Madedine Nagla, Cola 0'Dowd, Caden Jaqgues, Nicolas
Ammann, Sophia Bolleau, Carina Kehoa, Julla Jacobson, Dylan
Paulzon, Nicholas Johnson & Alex Mizzi.

Third Grade — Chioe Brasket, Mia Kirlan-Stout, Morgan Selby,
Christina Tong, Denny Sirong, Connor Rosenberg, Garson
McGowan, Fiona Robinson, Lillian Barets, Andre Matzger, Alax
Kang, Shana Christensan, Annika Dombrowski, Renee Haster,
Magpie Zukosk, Hayden Amold, Satofumi Kato & Alek Feahan-
Schuler.

Fourth Grade - Rodrigo Fernandez-Gorbea, Anna Van Bovan,
Hadloy Marx, Natalia Lomeossurier, Galan Graham-Beoll, Addizon
Cowig, Meg Schroader, Alaina Shuman, Tino Pllaum, Evan
Bush, Avary Borkovac, Stacy Hau, Kami Laka, Francezca Dalla
Betta, Hunter Paulson, Cedric Zaller & Mattias Bank.

Fifth Grada - izabel Greenhut, 7oe Blom-Walker, Samantha
Broadfoot, Ophalia Bryant, Kaj Harvay, Emil Graf, Grayson
Walkar, Sacia Hanson, Annie Chen, David Zhao, Quinton
Dombrowski and Alan Dai_

Dawing Winnars — L ia Kubitschek, Anika Fergusson, Bryce
Nayior, Calab Stovens, Hadlay Mark & Faith Andorsan.

Special Thanks go to Susanne Blom-Walker
for wrangling prizes and Mastermind Laurie
Brockway for taming the Dragon!




Growing Young Bodies,
Minds & Hearts
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Holiday Greetings to our Bunny Bucks Schools!
December, 2009

The holidays are here and we want to take this opportunity to remind our

local public and private schools about our popular Bunny Buck for Schools
Program. Customers can designate 10% of the value of their purchases at www.grtoys.com
Grandrabbit’s to the school of their choice. Bunny Bucks are accrued

throughout the year and can be redeemed in January for toys, books and enrichment materials for the
classroom.

Bunny Bucks has been a very popular and successful program for over 28 years. Grandrabbit’s do-
nated over $29,000 to participants last year. This program is dear to our hearts and allows us to fulfill
our mission statement of taking a step closer to making all children, for all times, a global prior-

ity. Please encourage your parents and their families to support their children’s school by participating
in this program

The Bunny Buck for School Program is available at all three Grandrabbit’s locations; in the Village
Shopping Center, Boulder; in Superior Marketplace, Superior, (between Whole Foods and Panera’s)
and the NEW Grandrabbit’s Christmas Shoppe in Flatiron Marketplace, Broomfield (near The Rack,
Famous Footwear and Men’s Wearhouse. Bunny Bucks is also available online with website purchases
(www.grtoys.com.). Just select “Bunny Bucks” at check out and you, your family and friends can sup-
port the school of your choice.

Grandrabbit’s wishes you a joyful holiday season that brings peace and blessings to all. We appreciate
your continued support of Grandrabbit’s Toy Shoppe and would like to thank you for the valuable and
essential contribution you make in the lives of our children.

This program is available at all three Grandrabbit’s Toy Shoppe locations—Boulder, Superior and
Broomfield Christmas Shoppe in Flatiron Marketplace (near The Rack and Famous Footwear).

Sincerely,
Lynne Milot
& the Grandrabbit’s Staff

Grandrabbit's Toy Shoppe
2525 Arapahoe Avenue
Boulder, Colorado 80302
303-443-0780 (Shoppe)
lynne@grtoys.com

(FYI from the Bear Creek Library—We usually receive $800—31000 in Bunny Bucks each year thanks to you.)
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Counselor’s Corner

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT: Success for ALL

BEAR CREEK ROCKS!! Just what does that mean? What does it have to do with Positive Behavior Support? What
does it mean to the students, teachers, and staff, and families of Bear Creek?

In an effort to create and maintain a positive, predictable, relevant, and effective school environment that is safer, more
caring, has enhanced learning and teaching outcomes, a Positive Behavior Support Initiative was established at Bear
Creek and implemented this fall. PBS is a broad range of systemic and individualized strategies for achieving important
social and learning outcomes, while preventing problem behavior. It is proactive, and is based on three levels of preven-
tion. Itis not a curriculum, but a process for decision making, planning, and problem solving. It is instructional teaching
behavioral expectations directly and social behaviors like academic skills.

A Positive Behavior Support Team was established and clear sets of positive expectations and behaviors were identified
and strategies were developed for School and Class-wide Systems, classroom and non classroom systems, and individ-
ual student systems. The rules for these systems were meant to be positively stated behavioral expectations that ap-
plied to ALL students and ALL adults, and in ALL settings. That is where BEAR CREEK ROCKS!, or rather Bear Creek
RRCKS! Our stated behavioral expectations are:

Respect
Responsibility
Cooperation
Kindness
Safety

There are behavioral expectations in the classroom, playground, lunch room, hallways, assemblies, library, restrooms,
and technology/lab and they all look different. For example, on the playground, one of the kindness expectations is that
we go out of our way to include others. In the lunch room we practice responsibility when we use good manners and
an inside voice. To be safe in the hallways we keep to one side and walk slowly. We were taught these expectations in
assemblies and in classrooms with verbal presentations, independent practice, reinforcement and monitoring. Our stu-
dents have received YOU ROCK! Slips, have won prizes and recognition for their positive behaviors and so have the

teachers and staff who recognize their studentds posi tfi

Now, you will have an opportunity to celebrate with your student at home. Soon, your student will be receiving a per-
sonal YOU ROCK! Postcardt el | i ng you about your studentébés positiyv

A Boulder Valley School Distrc e ausn.senoet

Excellence and Equity
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13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Instrumental Bear Banter Open House
Concert 2:00—3:00 Tour
2:00 PM @ 9:30 AM
20 21 22 23 24 26
Winter Break
27 28 29 30 3
Winter Break




January 2010

Sun Mon Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat
| 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Open House
NO SCHOOL
Tour
Professional @9:30
Development Day
10 I 12 13 14 15 16
MLK, Jr.
Reading to End [ Assembly @ 1:30
Lip Sync Sign Up | [th—I15th Racism
Open
Enrollment
Ends
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
NO SCHOOL
MLK, Jr. Holiday
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
Lip Sync Music & Lyrics Due 25th—29th




