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Principalôs Report 

Preview of Next Year  

As we begin planning for next year, I want to be sure parents know the schedule for the first week of 

the 2010 -2011 school year. One big change is that Bear Creek, like all schools across BVSD, will not 

have first through fifth grade students partake in reading assessments before school, but will instead 

attend to these in mid -September. Below is some information that may be helpful to you as you plan the 

end of your summer:  

 Thursday, August 5 through Friday, August 13  

·Bear Creek offices will be open from 8:30 to 11:30am.  

·After August 13 th the office will be open from 8:00am to 4:00pm daily. Please feel free to call the of-

fice or stop by if there are questions you have about the coming year or if you need some assistance 

from the secretaries or principal.  

·Other Bear Creek staff will return on August 11 th . We kindly request that parents and students do not 

visit classrooms so that staff can attend to beginning of the year tasks without interruption.  

Friday, August 13  

·First through fifth grade class lists will be sent by e -mail to parents at 4:00 PM. The lists will also be 

posted on the front doorway of the school shortly after 4:00pm and will remain there over the weekend  

for anyone who cannot get them by e -mail. 

 Friday, August 13  

āKindergarten òMeet and Greet Your Teacheró and registration* from 2-4pm. At this time kindergarten 

parents will sign up for an assessment time on August 17 th  or 18 th . More details about all of this to come 

in a kindergarten communication in early June.  

 Monday, August 16  

āFirst through fifth grade òMeet and Greet Your Teacheró and registration*. 

 *No need to get any school supplies for next year! We are responding to parentsõ frustration with running 

around to seven different stores to try to find school supplies in August. For next year we will buy the 

items your children needs (pencils, markers, folders, scissors, rulers, etc.) and they will be here for the 

first day of school. By buying in bulk we will receive discounts that will save us all money. At registration 

time you will be asked to pay for your childõs school supplies. 

 Tuesday, August 17  

·First day of school for all 1 st -5 th grade students.  

    Tuesday and Wednesday, August 17 and 18  

·Assessment days for kindergarten students.  

Thursday and Friday, August 19 and 20  

·Staggered start for kindergarten students (1/2 of the students in each class come)  

August 2010 through Thursday, May 26, 2010   

Students enjoy the best school year of their lives!!  

  



 

BEAR CREEK CALENDAR 

AT - A - GLANCE 
 

 

Thursday, May 13th  

2nd Grade Program 

2:00 PM in gym  

 

Friday, May 14th  

Cruger Climb @ 5:00AM  

 

Tuesday, May 18th  

3rd Grade Evening Programs  

in gym or cafeteria   *see class schedules*  

 

May 18th ñ20th   

Book Fair  

 

Wednesday, May 19th  

Kindergarten Program @ 2:00 PM in gym  

 

Thursday, May 20th  

Band Concert @ 7:15 @ 

 Southern Hills  

 

Monday, May 25th  

4th Grade Evening Programs  

in gym or cafeteria   *see class schedules*  

 

Tuesday & Wednesday, May 25th & 26th  

9:00 AM Awards Assemblies  

 

Wednesday, May 26th  

5th Grade Pool Party 10 - 2PM 

 

Thursday, May 27th  

5th Grade Graduation 1:00 PM  

             Last Day of School                      
 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 

Donõt forget to check the foyer for flyers and           
information on before and after school activities.  

Some of the pamphlets available are:   Colorado Soccer 

Camp,  Elementary Spanish Program, YMCA Jr. Soccer 

Programs, Regis University Summer Reading Skills Pro-

grams, Boulder Library, and the YMCA 2010 Summer 

Camp.  

 

 

 

 

The lost and found is overflowingé  As the end of the 

school year approaches, the pile of lost and found items 

continues to grow and grow.  Please stop in and claim 

your lost items sometime  before the end of the school 

year. 

All items still here after May 27th will 

be donated to charity.  

 



 

PTO News 
 

 

Youõre invited to 

A Retirement Celebration for 

Emily Weller and Anna Langness 
 

At Bear Creek Elementary School 

Wednesday, May 12, 3:15- 4:45 p.m. on the School Playground 

Please come celebrate their many wonderful years of              

enriching the lives of children.                                                        

Cake and drinks will be served. 



 

PTO News 
 

       

       Earth Day was GREAT FUN!   
Thank you so much to the many volunteers who created all the activities.  

  
      Peter Dombrowski was wonderful to take on organizing the Bike Extravaganza.  John Wright assisted 

Peter and wrote the flyers.  Their many volunteers include Ragan and Chris Cahill, Sandra Svoboda, Naomi 
Naylor, Vivian Kennedy, Evelyn Keller, Lori and Matt Fuller.  Special thanks to The Trek Bicycle Store for 

providing FREE tune-ups. 
      The channel 7 weatherman, Mike Nelson, was wonderful with the students at the assembly.  His voice, 

movement and character captured their attention, especially when he whirled like a tornado.  Meg Tierney, 
thank you for reserving Mike Nelson as well as Open Space.  The children really enjoyed interacting with the 

Black Bear.  Debora Martin, you are a terrific bear! 
       Also, a huge thanks goes out to Paula Kehoe for planning the Bear Creek Earth Day Art Eco Show.  The 

students made magnificent art and poetry.  The colors and designs sparked a special spirit on Earth Day.  
Thanks Michelle Wellington for helping to hang the artwork before the studentsõ arrival. 
       Iõm sure many more helped with Earth Day.  Thank you all for your help.  Smiles were upon the stu-

dentsõ faces. 
 

*************************************************************************  
 

        Teachers enjoyed the Teacher Appreciation Lunch which was planned by Ragan Cahill.  
Ragan is in charge of Hospitality and she is wonderful at it; she works hard at organizing all 

the treats.  Jayne Brooks helped Ragan decorate the Art Room for the lunch and Annette 
Wilhelm volunteered to pick-up the food.  Beth Sheveland was also a tremendous help at 

setting up the food and supplying the serving pans. Everyoneõs help was great.  
         

       KBCO radio station is rewarding your òfavorite teacheró with Apple ipads!  Go to www.kbco.com to 
submit a paragraph explaining why you are nominating that teacher. S/he will then be in the running to re-

ceive a new ipad and be interviewed by Bret Saunders on the ôBCO Morning Show. 
 

      **********************************************************************  
 

If you shop at King Soopers, stop by the office to pick up a King Soopersõ Fundraising Card 

so that 5% of your purchases can be given back to the school.  The cards are already loaded 
with $5 which is why we ask $5 for each.  Then you can reload them at King Soopers and 

the cards work just like a debit card.  Look for more information in your childõs Friday 
folder. 

 

****************************************************************************  
 

Michelle Wellington and  Eric Davidson are our new PTO members for 2010 -2011.  Welcome and thank you!  

 

http://www.kbco.com


 

 

PTO News 
 

 

 

 

 

May 25, 2010  
Boulder Writers Alliance Bimonthly meeting  
NCAR (National Center for Atmospheric Research)                                                                   

1850 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, Colorado 80307 -3000  

 

Nonprofits and educational institutions are often confronted with the need to acquire outside funding, 
and a major source of that revenue can come as a result of solid grant writing. Join the Boulder Writers 

Alliance and guest speaker Christine Macdonald for a pertinent presentation on  

"Grant Writing: Approaches to Getting Started for the Writing Professional."  
 

Dr. Macdonald's talk on grant writing will be geared to writing professionals who are beginning grant 
writers or who have not written grants before.   She will give an overview of types of grants, and cover 

topics such as working with nonprofit organizations; gathering information on projects and organizations; 

grant writing formats, including the Colorado Common Grant Application; reading and interpreting foun-
dation websites; and where to look for funders. Dr. Macdonald's experience writing grants and teaching 

promises to make this a rewarding and enlightened discussion.  

 
When: Tuesday, May 25, 2010  

Program Schedule: 6:30 -  7:00 p.m.: Networking and light snack  
7:00 -  8: 30 p.m.: Business meeting and program  

 

Where: NCAR (National Center for Atmospheric Research)  
1850 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, Colorado 80307 -3000  

 
Free   

 

 

 

 

 



 

PTO News 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP NEEDED!  
 

FRIDAY, MAY 21
ST

, 11:20 TO 12:30 

 

Join me in the cafeteria to help serve yummy salad to our childrenéfrom 

our own garden! 

 

Call or email with questions 

Toni Frank 

303-579-8893 

toni@capitalbalance.com 

mailto:toni@capitalbalance.com


Bear Creek Speed, Agility, and Fun Games Camp  

 
The greatest concern among todayõs athletes is how to improve playing speed. The speed of all movements, 

including starting , stopping, acceleration, changing directions, avoiding collisions, sprinting and split second 
decision making during sports games. Improving your playing speed depends on a complete approach to con-
ditioning, plyometric drills, fast feet drills, improved strength, and most important, improving technique and 

running form. 

 

Our goal is to help kids improve their Speed, Agility and Quickness. We are giving children the opportunity 

to prepare themselves to be successful in the future by increasing the speed at which they can safely com-
pete or play.  After 45 minutes of training and a popsicle break, we will then choose campers favorite fun 

games to play so we can practice that new found speed. 

 

This camp will take place on the Bear Creek Elementary field from 9:00 to 11:00  in the morning on the fol-
lowing dates: Tuesday, June 22nd, Wednesday, June 23 rd, Thursday, June 24 th  and Friday, June 25 th . 

All Bear Creek students are welcome to attend, and guests from other schools are also welcome. Water will 
be provided for all participants. Due to new construction at Bear Creek, we will not have use of bathroom 

facilities.  We will keep a safe distance from workers and all construction equipment. 

 

 The camp fee is $80.00 or $20.00 per session. Family discounts are available. 1st entry is $80.00. Each addi-

tional entry is half price or $40.00.  If you canõt make it to some camp days you can register and pay for the 
days you choose to come. To participate in this camp fill out the standard liability waiver/release form. Send 

the completed form with a check made out to James Soole. Please mail forms to James Soole- 524 W Ash Ct 

Louisville, CO 80027 or drop it in my mail box at school. 

 

ññññññññññññññññññññCut hereññññññññññññññññññññ- 

 

 

Liability Waiver / release Form 

 

By this agreement I hereby release Boulder Valley School District RE-2, Camp directors, and camp assistants 
from any and all liability, claims, liens, or causes of action resulting from any damage. Loss or injury while par-
ticipating in this activity. I know the risks and dangers of participating in this camp. My child voluntarily as-

sumes all risk of injury or loss to his or her person that may be sustained by participating in the Bear Creek 
Speed, Agility and Fun Games Camp. I hereby acknowledge that I have read this waiver release form and un-

derstand its content. I understand that this camp does not provide insurance and I am responsible for all 

medical expenses resulting from my childõs participation in this camp. 

 

 

------------------------------------/---------------------------------/-----------------------------------------------/------------- 

    Camp Participant                  Phone# & Email             Signature of Parent or Guardian      Date 



Classroom Clips 
Celebrate Bear Creek Students 

 

                              END OF YEAR PROGRAMS 
 
 Kindergarten   Wednesday, May 19th @ 2:00 PM in gym  

  
 2nd Grade    Thursday, May 13th @ 2:00 PM in gym  
 

 3rd Grade    Tuesday, May 18th Evening Programs  

     ( t imes tba in classroom newsletter )  

 

 4th Grade    Monday, May 24th Evening Programs  

     ( t imes tba in classroom newsletter )  

 

  

AWARD ASSEMBLIES 

 Tuesday, May 25 at 9:00 - gym                                             Wednesday, May 26 at 9:00 - gym 

 

 

 

 
 

Classroom Cleanout Goes Green  
 

Some of the things usually thrown away during Classroom Cleanout could be used again.     

Students will be asked to recycle their recyclables, to take home things that can be used again 
next year and to donate whatever is left over to charity rather than throwing it away. Please 

ask your student to bring home all clothing and school supplies that are of use to you. It is only 

the unwanted items that will be given away.  

      

      Remember, one personõs trash could be       

            someone elseõs treasure. Donõt let your  

    classroom leftovers go to waste!  
     

                - An Eco-Cycle Green Star School Project - 



Classroom Clips 
 

Pause for Poetry 

 

In celebration of National Poetry Month, Bear Creek hosted an all -school poetry reading on April 29th. Congratu-

lations and thank you to all of our students who shared their poetry during this event.  Poetry readings were 

scheduled in 11 venues throughout school. The audience in each room was comprised of students from all differ-

ent grade levels.  Students were respectful and attentive to their fellow poets and enjoyed completing poetry -

related activities with each other after the readings. A special thank you goes out to teachers who helped stu-

dents prepare poetry and also hosted in various classrooms.  

 

 

         
 

   
 
 

 

All You Can Read at the Book Fair Diner : The Bear Creek Library will hold a Scholastic diner -themed 

book fair in the library on May 18 -20th. Students will receive a catalog instead of a book order form this month, 

so come do your book shopping at the book fair. There will be lots of affordable, popular book titles to choose 

from, so students can stock up on great reading for the summer months. We still need volunteers to supervise 

the fair and run the cash register . There is a sign up sheet in the front hallway or contact Laurie Brockway at 

laurie.brockway@bvsd.org. We also need help to take down the fair on Friday, May 21th from 9 -11. Thanks for 

your support!!  



 

Classroom Clips 
 
The last library check -out for the year is Friday, May 7th, and all materials are 

due back in the library by Friday, May 14th . Please help your children return books and pay 

replacement costs for lost books so that we will have records in order and books on the shelves to start in-
ventory, which is a very time consuming process. Replacement   notices have been sent home throughout the 

school year, and if your child has an outstanding balance, you will receive another notice. If you pay for a lost 
book but return it before the last day of school, we will happily refund your money. We would prefer to have our already-

processed library books returned rather than purchasing and processing new books. Thank you for helping us maintain our library 

collection. 

 

A huge thank you goes out to the dedicated volunteers who helped keep the library running smoothly this 

year: Amanda Jackson, Hazel Evans, Arlette Carrigan, Naomi Naylor, Camilla Weiss, Kathy Wiemer, Min Jung, Jayne Brooks, and 

Jielun Sun.  Your assistance in shelving books, keeping shelves in order, and working with students is truly invaluable!! 

Also thanks to those who remembered to mention Bear Creek while shopping at Grand Rabbitõs and Play Fair Toys and those who 

came to the book fair at Barnes and Noble.  Your support helped us earn over $800 in store credit at these establishments, which 

we used for library and classroom library collections. 

 

Look for recommended summer reading lists in the next Bear Tracks issue!! 



Health Room News 

 
NEW VACCINE REQUIREMENTS (10 - 11)  

 

2nd dose Varicella (chickenpox) REQUIRED FOR ALL KINDERGARTNERS, 1 ST,  2ND  AND 3 RD GRADERS 

 

Varicella (chickenpox) is a disease that is very contagious, and there continue to be outbreaks of the disease in 

Colorado as well as other states around the country.  As a result of continued outbreaks, even in children who 

have had one injection of Varicella vaccine, next year the state of Colorado requires a second dose of Varicella 

vaccine beginning at kindergarten as well as 1 st , 2nd, and 3rd grade entry.  It is the responsibility of the parents to 

provide an updated record of immunization to the school.  

 

It continues to be a rule, that if a child has had chickenpox disease, a laboratory test showing immunity or a 

documented disease history from a health care provider is acceptable.  In Colorado, children will need to have 

the appropriate documentation of two doses of Varicella vaccine at entry into Kindergarten, 1 st , 2nd, and 3rd grade 

as well as the other vaccine requirements.  

 

If you do not wish your child to have this vaccine for personal or religious reasons, please sign a waiver that is 

available in the Health Room. http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/Immunization/CARD -certofimm.pdf . 

 

A medical exemption must be signed by a physician.  

http://bvsd.org/health/Pages/immunizationclinics.aspx  

 

 

Tdap REQUIRED FOR 6 TH-  12TH    

Pertussis (whooping cough) can be a very serious disease in infants and small children.  It has been found that sib-

lings who have Pertussis disease can  frequently expose other children in the household.  Colorado ranks fifth of 

all states in the country with this disease.  Per Colorado state law, Tdap vaccine will be required for all students 

in grades 6 -12 for the upcoming school year (10 -11).  It is the responsibility of the parents to provide an updated 

record of immunization to the school.  If you do not wish your child to have this vaccine for personal or religious 

reasons, please sign a waiver that is available in the Health Room.    http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/

Immunization/CARD -certofimm.pdf . 

 

A medical exemption must be signed by a physician.  

 

Parents of 6 th  graders:  The most commonly used vaccine for Tdap in the Boulder area requires that the child be 

at least 11 years old.  If your child is entering 6 th  grade and is not yet 11, please check with your provider ahead 

of time to see if you will need to wait until the 11 th  birthday.  A vaccine licensed for 10 -year -olds is available at 

the Boulder or Broomfield County Health Departments.  

http://bvsd.org/health/Pages/immunizationclinics.aspx  

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/Immunization/CARD-certofimm.pdf
http://bvsd.org/health/Pages/immunizationclinics.aspx
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/Immunization/CARD-certofimm.pdf
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/Immunization/CARD-certofimm.pdf
http://bvsd.org/health/Pages/immunizationclinics.aspx


 

 

Fun & Fitness Day  

 

 

 

Run, Jump, Build, Swing, Throw, Rollé...Having Fun!! 


