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Bear Creek Elementary
2500 Table Mesa Drive
Boulder, CO 80305

Kent Cruger, Principal

November 13, 2009

Bear Creek Families,

Welcome to Bear Tracks wi t h a 0 nWehave eaeiked some feedback
from parents that sometimes the number of pages in our newsletter can be
overwhelming, so we have tried to make it easier by including links on this page

that you can open up and peruse whatods
Carolyn Walker, support secretary for making this change happen.
Congratulations to the students for donating over 422
pounds of Halloween candy! With this huge effort Bear
Creek was the winner of Dr. Al

won an additional $1,000 check.
% We will buy lots of playground balls
” as promised, but will have more
money to spend. If you or your
child has an idea of what else to

j

spend the money on, please send us your suggestions.

Congratulations also to MarySue Rogers, Lucy Ewing,
Heidi Casey and Robin Norton who were all nominated
for the prestigious Impact on Education Award . Well done! Look for more de-
tails of their nominations to come soon.

Next week our Bear Creek Spotlights  will be performing at Fair-
view High School along with choirs from Southern Hills, Fairview
and other South Boulder school choirs. This is the second year of
the event, and | encourage you to attend and see the wonderful
young singers that exist and are blossoming in South Boulder thanks
to our music teachers. Hope to see you there.

Finally, congratulations to our fifth grade students for their outstanding work
on their science projects, which are displayed in the library. If you have time
next week, please come look at the fantastic work they have done and compli-
ment a fifth grader whose project captures your attention.

Kent Cruger
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Princi pal

Bear Creek

School Improvement Goals

At the beginning of each school year the Bear Creek staff carefully analyzes our school data and formulates a
plan to increase student achievement and to improve the climate of our school. Our school goals are very im-
portant and we are much more likely to achieve these goals when parents are aware of them and can support
us in our work.

Each school in Boulder Valley is required to set goals in three areas: equity, achievement, and climate. Within
these goal areas, schools can choose what to focus on.

Organizational Goal

The focus of an organizational goal is to improve the quality of the school climate.

Bear Creekds cl i r2010és thgfollawing:f Osing tAestuident climate survey as an indicator,
increase studentsd attitudes about school as evidenc
tions #2, 5 and 18. Also, decrease the existing the pattern of bullying or otherwise negative incidents

as evidenced by a decrease of 5% to questions #12, 17, 19, 24, 30, 32, and 34.

In order to achieve the above goal, the Bear Creek staff met in August and decided on key strategies to im-

pl ement. One strategy we have recommitted to is havi
class. This year we are tying to be much more systematic and consistent about the topics every class will

cover throughout the year. For example, we started the year talking about positive behavioral expectations

for all students, and we are now beginning to focus on school wide prevention of bullying. Another strategy

that the entire staff has agreed to is implementation of the Positive Behavior Support (PBS) system across

the entire school. We have modified it with our own

Equity Goal

The focus of an equity goal is to improve the academic performance of sub  -groups of students who are not
making progress equivalent to other students in the school. This goal is founded on the belief that patterns of
achievement should not be predictable based on race, ethnicity, gender, economic level, or special education
identification.

Bear Creekds equ-201§is thedoliowing: dncreadelttie @verage growth score for our special
education and student support process students by four points in all content areas covered by the CSAP

in order to close the achievement gap that exists between these students and other students in our

school.
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We began our work in this goal area by having each st
this year. This is |l eading us as a staff to having mo
to be successful. I n addition, the principal has been

groups are actually doing at Bear Creek as evidenced by CSAP scores. It is our hope that we will discover areas
that we need to know more about as a staff, and will invite experts to our professional development times to
teach us essential background and strategies for working with disaggregated groups of students who have been
historically at risk in schools.

Achievement Goal

The focus of an achievement goal is to improve the overall academic improvement of all students in the content
area that the school decides is most in need of improvement.

Bear Creekds achi ev-20hkisithe foowing: Usimgthe QIAB & a measure, increase our
achievement in literacy as evidenced by an increase in our overall weighted index in writing from 107 to 115
and in reading from 110 to 115.

Our work on this goal began even before school started as we used a new assessment tool, the DRA2, to gather
data about students®6 reading abilities. We believe th
tion about what each student needs in order to be successful. As a staff we have committed to devoting profes-

sional development time to effectively analyzing individual data gathered from this assessment. We are also using

a new O0OCurriculum Essentials Documentdé that was devel
consistent about both what is taught by teachers and learned by students at each grade level. We have chosen to

do some of our professional work in this area with two other elementary schools in Boulder Valley that are similar

to Bear Creek in order to gain insights from educators beyond our building.

| will update Bear Creek families throughout the year about our school goals, and encourage you to ask questions
about our goals and strategies. As always, | appreciate parent support in this community which is the key ingredi-
ent in helping us reach our goals.

Kent Cruger

Principal
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BEAR CREEK CALENDAR
At - A Glance

Friday, November 20
Report cards go home

November 23 i 27
NO SCHOOL

Thanksgiving Break

Monday, November 30

Open Enroliment begins

Mondayfi Friday, December 7 i 11

Performance Days in Music Class

Friday, December 11

2:00 5th Grade Instrumental Concert

December 19 fi January 1
NO SCHOOL
Winter Break

Monday & Tuesday, Jan. 4th & 5th
NO SCHOOL

Professional Development Days

Thursday, January 14

Reading to End Racism

Friday, January 15
1:30 PM,
MLK, Jr. Assembly

Monday, January 18
NO SCHOOL

B 2
- N2
R MLK, Jr. Holiday 5 %

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Dondt forget to check the f
before and after school activities. Some include:

The Bear Creek Juggling Club  meets Mondays at 7:45
in the gym. All ages are welcome, including parents.
Juggling exercises the body and brain at the same time,
and it's fun! See http://spot.colorado.edu/~braup/
bcjc/ for details and updates. Bruce Raup and Sara
Thompson (Andrew Raupds

par

Open House Dates

We are holding three Open Houses for families inter-
ested in Bear Creek. Each Open House begins at 9:30
and includes a tour, observation time in a classroom,
and a question/answer session with Mr. Cruger. The
dates are as follows. Tuesday, December 1,
Wednesday, December 16 and Friday, January 8. If
you or anyone you know is interested in attending
please call 720 -561-3500 to sign up.

School Directories
Paper copies of the school directory are available in
the office for $4 each.

Lantern Walk: A Community Lantern Art Project to
Celebrate the Winter Solstice

Discover the beauty of darkness!!!! ~ Come join the Bear
Creek community for a lantern making art project. Each
child will make their own lantern and on December 10th
we will meet and walk in the darkness with our lan-
terns. Lantern making workshop dates November 30
and December 7th. from 3 -4:30. The Lantern Walk will
begin promptly at sundown on December 10th. Cost:
$5 (If you can't make the lantern workshop, Paula
can send you instructions and you can join us
on the 10th). Please RSVP to Paula Kehoe

at paulasportraits@hotmail.com

PTO Position Open m
The PTO is looking for a Bear Creek parent (
to join the PTO Board as secretary. Please

contact Debbie Cash @ dndcash@comcast.net if
you would like to this fun group.
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W PTO News @

Just over half of the Bear Creek families have responded to our fundraiser. Thank You. We hope to hear from
more of you soon. In December, the PTO will write a check for these funds to the school. This money will be used
for field trips, materials and supplies. Therefore, if you have not yet made your donation, this would be a great
time to do so. The teachers need to know the budget they are working with this school year.

Bear Creek Bakers

| would like to say a huge thank -you to everyone who brought in goodies for teacher appreciation snack on Octo-
ber 21st. Thank you very much to Erin Vanzura, Ginny Bank and Lisa Johnson. The teachers really enjoyed your
goodies. - Ragan Cahill

Super Duper Science Night was a Batty Success!

Science from CU's Bat Expert, Jennifer Talagrand, gave TWO awesome interactive presentations engaging our
children with batty facts and photos. Kudos t oé-up/Ctean-up Bat Crowd Control Team of Bear Creek Vol-
unteers consisting of  the entire Churchill family, Mijeong Park, Kathleen Brucher, Peter Dombrowski, Pete

Kenny, Mr. Soole and Ms. Brockway. These dedicated volunteers were awesome.

Representing OMSP, Bear Creek's own, Ms. Debbie Martin entertained our crowd  -in-waiting with more Bat Facts
and activities - Thank you!!

Stargazing was awesome ... The weather could not have been more perfect for the 11 astronomer  -parents and
volunteer enthusiasts from Boulder Astronomy & Space Society (BASS) whose fabulous telescopes were posi-
tioned on the western playground. Jupiter and several interesting constellations and deep space objects were
commanded in-sights of these fine optical instruments by Bear Creek's own resident solar physicist, KD

Leka. Thank you astronomer parents Chris Casebolt, Robert Tierney (I saw you helping out), and Peter Dom-
browski who, along with KD, acted as the Ambassadors to our school for our Amateur Astronomer Visitors. The
BASS president said that our Bear Creek event is consistently one of the biggest turnouts for these hobbyists to
share their knowledge - Thank you to all those who showed up to with the stars!

More Kudos to... The Super Duper Science Night Greeter Team  of Bear Creek Volunteers consisting of Camilla
Weise (who showed up early to help set -up!), Cathy Smith, Nancy Broadfoot, Shyh -Shyan Hsu, and Evelyn Kel-
ler. These dedicated folks configured flashlights with red cellophane, instructed the children to sign apprecia-

tion posters for our BASS Astronomers and  officially greeted our over 200 Bear Creek Super Duper Science
Night participants.

A special thank you to the Bear Creek PTO and the "Tools for Learning" Challenge for sponsoring and supporting
this educational Community Builder. PTO Officers Debbie Cash, Nina Mooney and Deb Gangwish made AWESOME
signs and spread the word promoting this event and made it even better by their presence!

Thank you all - let's do it again next year!

~ Veronica Casebolt

Thank you Veronica Casebolt for organizing a super Super Science Night! The fascination sparked by the stars

and bats was seen onOuhenehkit!| T OnBsafdcMeeting i s Dece
lounge. This is the second Tuesday of the month rather than the first due to the Thanksgiving holiday. If there

is a topic you would like addressed, please let me know at dndcash@comcast.net. Everyone is invited to attend

the meeting. The minutes are posted inside the front door of the school.

Thanks, Debbie Cash
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What a turnout for the FIRST Pizza Pi Math Bingo Night of the school year!

Pizza Pi Math Bingo Night was fabulous equation -solving soirée - over 80 members of the Bear Creek
community (parents, students, and alums) showed up for almost two hours of Math Bingo - nobody
wanted to leave!

Special thanks to several volunteer Bingo Callers who diplomatically shared the duty amongst several
eager participants (were they trying to avoid the math?); the popularity of this esteemed volunteer

position was enhanced by the Karaoke Microphone System lent to us by the Sheridan Family - thank
you! The Rudge family BINGO set still has all the number balls - whew - we had some rollers but all
were found!

Kudos to all the parents who helped check Bingos, sanitize tables and hands, serve pizza, set up, clean
up and most important of all, help the children love math and the fine game of BINGO (I loved seeing
the Kindergartners get excited about the Blackout round).

The pizza was plentiful, although a little late - but the price was right for a night of no dinner planning
and camaraderie - a special HUGE thank you to the Bear Creek PTO, "Tools for Learning Challenge"
(TLC) for sponsorship. We will do it again...




Bear Creek Community Outreach

Please mark your calendars and join Bear Creek students,

families and staff for these upcoming events:

November i Food Drive
We will continue accepting contributions through Friday, November 20th. The classes are to bring as follows:

Kindergarten 8 toothpaste & shampoo; 1std baby food; 2nd & baking mixes & condiments; 3rd & peanut butter &
creamed soups; 4thd garbanzo & refried beans; and 5th - cereal & pasta. These donations can be dropped off in the
front foyer.

December 16 (4 i 7pm) Share -a-Gift Collection & Toy Sorting

The entire month of Dec. wedll coll ect new and ge
help sort through toys at the Share -a-Gift warehouse in East Boulder. All ages are welcome!

More info to come in the Dec. Bear Tracks.

February 1 Book Drive for Global Education Fund

Back again for the second year, weodll coll ect gen
Creek. Please start saving books for this event!

March i TBD

April 7 Earth Day Clean Up
Volunteers needed:
*If you can help with any Outreach event, or if you have an idea for an event please contact one of us:
Ann Patricio 720-304-3009 / annpatricio@comcast.net
Kim Cruger 303-543-9625 / cruges@comcast.net

AV
Be Healthy. Feel Great. Walk & Bike.

BVSD Safe Routes to School
October is over.... What a great month it was for walking and biking, with all the beautiful yellow, orange, and red leaves! Remember
to finish recording your CFC (Car Free Commute) trips and miles and turn in your October Tour de French/Cruger Cup tracking s heet

as soon as possible. There are extras sheets for both October and November in front of the main office, if needed.

Keep up the great work.
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Classroom Clips

News from Dr. Langness

CHOIR FESTIVAL AT FAIRVIEW

November 17 at 7p.m.

The 2™ Annual South Boulder Area Choir Festival will feature elementary and middle schools that feed into Fairview High School. A

concert Onot to be missedo6 both entertains and informs. St uedtent s ar
who |l ove singing and hear the wide variety of choral experiences off
thrilled to hearthemassed -c hoi r numbers and youf6re sure to be proud of our SPOTLI
fs
Bear Creek Students in Performances
THE NUTCRACKER & Boulder Ballet - Thanksgiving weekend
Enjoy this perennial performance by the Boulder Ballet and Orchestra. Watch for these current and former Bear Creek students
Ophelia Bryan, Katherine and Stefan Codrescu, Gabe and Xavier Brenza, Evan Young, Beatrice and Raquel Kuperis. Three Bear Cr  eek
parents are orchestra members.
THE CHRISTMAS REVELS: CELTIC ROADS December 13, 19
\ Enjoy a colorfully costumed show of Celtic song, fiddling, step dancing, and drama of the 18 ™ century. Among the
performers youol |l see these Bear Creek students, alums, pareonts| and
Jarvis and mom, Thale Jarvis; Allie Ruckman; and Dr. Langness.
PERFORMANCE DAYS at Bear Creek
Private Music Students Performance Days - Sign Up Now!
All students in Kindergarten through 5 th grade, who are currently taking private music lessons, are invited to perform for their class-
mates in music classes during the week of December7 th. St udent s may use scores, but the piece m
ents are welcome to attend and will be informed of the performance day and time. During these performances, music classes will be
practicing audience etiquette: awareness of audience noisemaking, sitting in a respectful manner, listening attentively, and giving
meaningful feedback to performers.
Performance Days are much loved by the students. Young performers gain valuable experience in a positive setting. Sign up n ow to
play for us. Complete the form below and return by Friday, November 20.
PERFORMANCE DAYS SIGN - UP FORM
Childéds name Gr
Private music teacherds name
Title of piece
Pl ease return to Dr. Langness®6 room or mailbox by Hrida




Classroom Clips

Library News

We had a wonderful visit with author Kathleen Pelley on October 22nd. Bear Creek students were enraptured as Ms. Petaptalkher Scottish
heritage; her books, Th&iant KingndInventor McGregand her writing inspiration. Ms. Pelley sent an email after her presentation letting us kno

i mpressed she was with Bear Creek studentsd6 behavior and though

Read-a-thon. Get fired up to create our very own dragon in the front hallway! Once again students can fire up for reading during eatheadrom
Nov. 16"-29". Tracking sheets will be sent home on Nov™"#hd are due after Thanksgiving break on Nov'.38tudents will receive a dragon scale
each day that they read or were read to for 30 minutes or more. (Students have the opportunity to earn up to 14 drages) Stlaé more scales we

have, the bigger our dragon will be!! Prizes will also be awarded to top readers in each class. So get fired up and read!!!!

==

how
ful

or

Mark your calendars. Bear Creek will be having a Book Fair (shopping night) at Barnes and Noble on Monday, Dec. 7th. Vouchers will be coming

home soon. Just bring in a voucher and2B% (depending on sales) of your fie purchase will go towards store credit for ¢hBear Creek library.
Books and music are great gifts and also help brighten up a cold winter day, so stock up! We will have wish lists fardaddhe library available if
anyone would like to make a donation. Anyone interested in helping to staff a Bear Creek table at the fair, please letckingyBn the library know.

See you there!!

As the holiday season approaches, r e member t hat Grandrabbitds Toy Shoppe and Pl ay| Fai
school if you mention Bear Creek when you check out.

The next meeting ofthesgr ade girl sd book group wil!]l B5. ewe avill beldiscnssitihei Girls Bodke Holv to be tleer y
Best at Everything.he boys book group will next readmong the Hidderate TBA. See Mrs. Brockway for copies of these books.

Thanks to all those who have donated birthday books to the library. Books donated to the library will be sent to digaiegitey and when they are
returned, the birthday child gets to check out the book first. A list of book suggestions is available in the libraryr ohid can pick out something.
(l'tds great if you can check to be sure that the |library doesnd al




























