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Bear Creek Rocks !

It has been a fantastic first full week of school, and we look forward to more of the same as the school year progresses.

You may have heard from your children about a program we kicked off thi s year which we are calling Bear Creek Rocks! In this
issue of Bear Tracks | have included the matrix we are using to teach students about how they can show respect, responsibility,
cooperation, kindness, and safety throughout their day at Bear Creek.

Our Bear Creek Rocks program is adapted from a nationally recognized system called Positive Behavior Support (PBS), which many
Boulder Valley Schools will be implementing over the next couple years. The main belief of the program is that by looking at

stude nt behavior through a positive lens and being clear about the behaviors we expect and admire in students, we can help all
students behave appropriately and be safe at school.

The details look like this: First, as a staff we are working at recognizing stud ents much more frequently through our  Bear Creek
Rocks slips. You may notice that all staff members are wearing lanyards that have Bear Creek Rocks slips attached. When we see

a student doing the right thing we give the student a Bear Creek Rocks slip. The recognition is immediate, specific and often. As
adults do we regularly ignore the students who are wal king hmadll
Our goal this year is to give more attention to students when they are doing the right thing. (This is actually very easy to do, given

that 99% of our students are doing the right thing 99% of the time.)

As opposed to getting perhaps a few Bear Creek Kid Awards a year, students will be getting several Bear Creek Rocks slips a
week. Any time students get a Bear Creek Rocks slip, they will put them in jar in their classroom for weekly Bear Creek Rock
Star recognition and we will also occasionally have other random and fun prize drawings. The emphasis of the program is

recogniti on, not rewards, but we do want to add some fun, excitement and inspiration, especially at the beginning of the program.

What about when a student misbehaves? We will aim to be clear with students (and parents) about what the rules are and to hav e
appropr iate re -teaching consequences when students misbehave. When students do not know how to read, we re  -teach. When a
student does not understand math, we a pteach Wheha studentimisbemvea adultsf f e r
typically punish. Ins tead, we will focus on re -teaching student behaviors that we want to see.

In the coming months you will see and hear more about our  Bear Creek Rocks program. We are interested in your feedback and

help as we modify and adapt it to make it successful foro  ur community.

-Kent Cruger
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BEAR CREEK RZCKS:

RESPONSIBILITY

COOPERATION

KINDNESS

SAFETY

~Take care of
playground
equipment

~Listen to playground
monitors

~Use appropriate
language

~Handle your food
appropriately

~Keep your hands and
body to yourself

~Use appropriate
language

~Be aware of your
surroundings &
allow others
personal space

~Follow directions

~Take care of bulletin
board displays

~Respect privacy

~Raise your hand

~Understand that we all
learn differently

~Value other students’
opinions

~Keep hands to
yourself

~Stay in your space

~Raise your hand

~Raise your hand

~Use quiet voices

~Use shelf markers

~Use computer
equipment properly

~Put away balls & clean
up litter

~Take ownership
of your actions

~Seek peaceful solutions
to every issue

~Practice good table
manners

~Use inside voices

~Behave in a calm
manner

~Keep your hands to
yourself

~Keep trips to the
coatroom to a
minimum

~Quick & Quiet:
Go, flush, wash,
return

~Do your best work

~Use time wisely

~Take ownership of
your actions

~Focus your attention
forward

~When asked to
participate, do so
thoughtfully

~Choose “just right”
books

~Stay on the project
that you've been
assigned

~Push in chairs

~Follow rules of game

~Take turns & share

~Be open to other ideas
and solutions

~Be a good sport

~Allow anyone to sit
with you

~Clean up after yourself

~Recycle, Compost,
Reuse

~Try the foods from your
parents/cafeteria

~Wait while classes
pass

~Stay in your place in
line

~Hang up backpacks
and coats

~Throw paper towels
in the compost
~Use inside voices

~Be a good listener
~Follow directions
~Work together
~Use “I"” messages

~Listen attentively

~Sit crisscrossed

~When given the
signal, quiet down

~Return books on time
~Share materials

~Be friendly

~Address friendship
issues directly

~Go out of your way
to include others

~Practice politeness
with the lunch servers

~Help others who look
like they need a hand

~Compliment others

~Yield to others

~Be mindful of other
classes

~Help make visitors &
younger students
feel welcome & safe

~Wait your turn

~Be sensitive to the
needs of others

~Honor other ideas

~Compliment other
students

~Use appropriate
applause

~Give positive feedback
to performers and
your teachers

~Love your books!
~Help others

~Use strategies to stop
bullying

~Play in a way that
will keep you & others
from being hurt

~Get permission to go
inside

~Eat only your own food

~Walk slowly
~Walk quietly
~Stay to the right side

~1 stall = 1 person
~Flush toilet
~Wash hands

~Use materials correctly

~Keep hands to yourself

~Use inside voices

~When asked, stay
seated

~Stay in rows
~Remain with your class
~Walk slowly

~Sit properly
~Walk slowly
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BEAR CREEK CALENDAR

Monday, August 31 %' d Wednesday, September 2
5" Grade to Cal Wood
Wednesday, September 2 "™
2:00PM & Car Free Commute meeting
All Bear Creek parents welcome!

Monday, September 7th
NO SCHOOL .
Labor Day

9th

Wednesday , September
New Parent Coffee
&
Back to School Night
(See Attached Schedule)

Thursday, September 17 ™

Mile Run @ Bear Creek
Grades 3 -5

Friday, September  18th

NO SCHOOL
Professional Development Day
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Individual CSAP Scores from B VSD are Coming. If your child
was in 3" or 4™ grade last year, his/her CSAP scores will be
mailed directly to you at the end of August. You should receive
them in the mail the first part of September.
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Before and After School Activities. Dondt forget
the foyer for flyers and information on before and after school
activities. Some include:

Elementary Spanish Class fo r kids . Spanish classes will be
offered at Bear Creek on M/W from 7:45  -8:30 am. The
Elementary Spanish Program is a local, parent -founded non-
profit organization dedicated to teaching Spanish to children
through interactive and fun classes.  Look for reg istration
materials in the office. Registration deadline is September
15th, 200 9 and class size is limited. You can register today by
calling ESP directly at 303 -440-7196 or register online at
www.kidsspeakspanish.org.

Tuition is $395 for the full year of classes, less than $10
per class! Workbooks are an additional $15.

Bear Creek Chess Club . Time to dust off those rooks

and pawns; Chess Club is starting! Chess Club is open to all
interested Bear Creek students who already know how to
play chess and are motivated to play regularly.

Kindergarten and first grade students must be

accompanied by an adult until it is determined that the
student will thrive in the club ~ setting. Some members will
also have the opportunity to compete in Boulder Valley
Chess League matches. For 2nd- to 5th -graders, parent
participation is needed to help encourage chess players
during the weekly meetings and manage the logistics of
tourname nts if your player is competing.  Anyone who is a
chess enthusiast is welcome to prepare a5 -minute lesson
to start any given meeting.  Please let us know so we can
plan around your availability and get the calendar filled!

We welcome input and ideas to ke ep Chess Cub going
strong. Chess Club meetings will begin on Thursday,
October 1 and continue on Thursday afternoons

through Thursday, March 18, 2010 . Meetings will be
from 3pm - 4pm in the gymnasium. Registration forms
will be available at meetings or on the entry table in the
school foyer. For further information, contact Dianna
Chiow at diannachiow@yahoo.com.

Bear Creek Juggling Club . Starting Monday, September
14, come join the weekly Bear Creek Juggling Club! All
ages are welcome, including parent s. Juggling exercises
the body and brain at the same time, and it's fun! We
meet from 7:45t0 8: 25.

See http://spot.colorado.edu/~braup/bcic/
and updates. Hope to see you there.
Bruce Raup and Sara Thompson (Elliot Raup's parents)

for details

News from the YMCA. Spaces stillavailable in the YMCA
before and after school program at Bear Creek! Full time,
part time, and drop in options available! To register, please
contact Abbey Breckheimer at 720-933-2318 or
bearcreek@ymcabv.org



http://www.kidsspeakspanish.org/
http://spot.colorado.edu/~braup/bcjc/
mailto:bearcreek@ymcabv.org
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W PTO News W

Hello Again Bear Cr eek Families From the Bear Creek PTO!

Our First PTO Board Meeting was Tuesdaygust 252009. We discussed details for the Stargazing event, dates
the ReadA-Thon and ideas for a new Art Club. The next publication of Bear Tracks will pasatisfer our nextPTO
meeting. All Bear Creek parents are welcome to attend.

Please turnin the Volunteer request formso that Meg Tierney, our Volunteer Coordinator, stif school events an
activities. It is not a binding contract, but itoigr main volinteer resource

Thank you Tricia Klomhaus for organizing Class Picture Day! You were a big help, again!

PTO1 TLC

TheTools for Learning Challenge (TLC), previously known as the Bear Creek Challenge, is in full swing. We wg
put your TLC dollargo work right away for the kids, so please make your donation as soon as possible.

TLC money funds REAL CLASSROOM EVENTS that would not otherwise happen
e All donations areCONFIDENTIAL and100% TAX DEDUCTIBLEidon 6t f orget t o as
Match!
e Thisisthe one and only PTO fundraise@ne donati on for the year, th
e EVERYONE COUNTS! If everyone gives what they can, we can easily reach our goal.
Grantdonors look for 100% participation when awarding grants.
e lookfor t he ORANGE TLC STICKERS in your childobs ¢
purchases.

hyS FAYILIE y20Ss LI SIFaS R2y QG F2NRSG G2 € 2 dinedisectdryy R
Please follow the instructianin thea 2 St O 2 Y ®lder yo@ thild brought home. Once again, Annette Wilhelm
the contact person for this. The tool is so convenient to use when you want to plan play dates and look up cont
information for a parent you may have just met oretplayground.

Thank you for your support. Thisis YOUR PTO. Please feel free to share your ideas and talents, or volunteer
Everyone is welcome and everyone counts.

200910 Bear Creek PTO Board Member Contact Information:

Annette Wilhelm netty3wilhelm@gmail.com  Monigue Westfallmowestfall@gmail.com
Kristin Barton kristinbarton71@gmail.com Nina Mooney nina_mooney@yahoo.com
Sherri Cowhigsherri@businessmaneuvers.conbebbie Gangwistlddgangwish@aol.com

Hilary Saporito saporito@indra.com Meg Tierneymegtierney@comcast.net
Ragan Cabhilllagancahill@hotmail.com Pete Kenny petekenny@aol.com

Michael Brucher michael@smartsoul.com Peyton Lesterpklester@comcast.net
Debbie Cashdndcash@comcast.net Peter Donbrowskipeterdomb@comcast.net

Kathy Rudgekathy@rmc.cc



mailto:netty3wilhelm@gmail.com
mailto:mowestfall@gmail.com
mailto:kristinbarton71@gmail.com
mailto:sherri@businessmaneuvers.com
mailto:saporito@indra.com
mailto:megtierney@comcast.net
mailto:ragancahill@hotmail.com
mailto:michael@smartsoul.com
mailto:dndcash@comcast.net

Page 5 | Bear Tracks August 29, 2008

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

Wednesday, September 9th, 2009
Please See Below For Your Specific Time

The staff is looking forward to the eveni  ng of Wed nesday, Sept 9th and encourages you to attend Back
to School Night! Since this evening is scheduled a s parents only night, please make other arrangements
for your child (ren). The evening is planned for you as follows:

Kand 5 Classroom Session: 5:00-5:40pm
1 and 2 Classroom Session:  5:45-6:25pm

3 and 4 Classroom Session:  6:30-7:10pm

Also:
Intervention Team
(Mr.s Winter, Ms. Papke, Mrs. Bird): 5:45-7:2 5pm

(stop by the library at any point d uring this time frame)

Specialists :
(Dr. Langness, Mr. Soole, Ms. Powell, Mr. Johnson , Mrs. Brockway ) 5:45-7:2 5pm
(will be in the foyer after your classroom presentations )

PTO:

Please stop by the gym after your classroom presenta tions to meet your PTO members, and to enjoy
some light refreshments. They will be available to let you know about the wonderful community events
we have planned, how we do fundraising, and opportunities for you to help.
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AS A NEW SCHOOL

YEAR BEGI NSé

SOME HELPFUL HINTS FROM THE OFFICE

School Hours:  School begins at 8:3 0 a.m. and ends at 3:00
p.m. Morning Kindergarten session is from 8: 30 a.m. to 11:15
a.m. Afternoon Kindergarten session is from 12: 10 p.m. to
3:00 p.m.

Playground Supervision: The playground is supervised for 15
minutes before school starts and for 15 minutes after
dismissal. Students should not arrive before 8: 15 a.m., as
there is no supervision prior to this time. Students should
leave t he school grounds promptly after dismissal at

Inclement Weather: Students do not enter the building until
the entrance bell, exce ptin the event of bad weather.  Ared
flag on the flag pole will signal that students may come inside
before the morning bell, and a green flag will signal that
students should remain on the playground until school begins.

Bear Creek Bike Policy.  Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 may
ride their bikes , skateboards or scooters to school.
Students in grades K, 1, and 2 may ride with an adult
accompaniment. All students are to wear a helmet . Please
dismount on the edge of the Bear Creek property and walk
your bike or scooter to the rack.  Ride safely!

3:00 p.m.

Tardiness:  We believe that regular school attendance and
being on time is of the utmost importance. The bell will

ring at 8: 29 a.m. to allow students enough time to be
seated, ready, and in class by the time announcements
startat 8:3 3 a.m. A student notin their seatat 8:33 a.m.
needs to report as tardy to the office.

Early Dismissals: _ If your child must be dismissed early or
excused from school for a brief period of time, please see
his/her teacher to determine the necessary arrangements.
In addition, please stop by the office to sign your child out
and back in (if applicable).

Visitors/Volunteers: All visitors are asked to stop by the
school office, sign in, pick -up and wear a visitor or
volunteer badge every time they visit. Please return the
badge to the office and sign out upon leaving the buildi  ng.
We know many of you are here regularly to volunteer , but
we ask that you still check in every time.

Play Dates: After -school arrangements should be made
prior to the beginning of school. It is not always possible

to get a message to a classroom du ring the last minutes of
the day. We understand that emergencies come up and we
will try to help when this happens.

Absences: Please call the office at 720-561-3502 by 8:30
a.m. if your child will be late or absent. If you know your

child will miss th e following day at school, please call and
leave a message for the office staff on the Bear Creek
voicemail.

Parking Lot : Please remember that the Pick -Up lane is not
for parking and that cell phones should not be used while
driving on school grounds.

@ = o q & o




Page 7 ‘ Bear Tracks ‘ August 29, 2008

LUNCHROOM INFORMATION

Welcome to th00910 school yearl would like to tlke a few minutes to update you on some exciting changes to
BVSDOG6s NutithmRrograms.

eYearly calendars for all elementary and middle school students
eSalad bars with fresh vegetables, fruit and protein >
eBulk organic Colorado milk

eFresh fruits and vegetables served at every lunch

eElimination of high fructose corn syrup

eElimination of added trarfats

eBreakfast offered to all students ( this will be phased in over the coming months

eElimination of ala carte items in elementary schools

eElimination of most ala carte items in middle schools

eElimination of unhealthy ala carte options in high schools
As we enter our fourteeason with QSP, our electronic penfitsale program, werill be making severalmprovements
to the systento enabé parents to see greaterdetafi t hei r st ud e n.Pleaddearavitheisaseouri a
Nutrition Services Employestaff move through the learning curve of this new process.

As you begin your sclub year please review the following Nutrition Services Information.

Thank you and if you have any further questions, please contaétrmeéCooperat 720561-6131

Lunch Prices

Elementary $2.75

Reduced Price Kd2$0.00,3 812 $0.40
1% Milk $0.50

Soy Milk $1.50

Juice $0.50

Adult Price $ 175 no milk
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A Reminder fro m Mr. Soole

Students need appropriate footwear to participate in PE classes. Students wearing inappropriate footwear will not be
allowed to participate. Our rule of thumbis:  Shoes need to COVER, CUSHION, HUG, and leave NO MARKS.
NO: Crocs, Keens, sandals, heavy boots, snow boots, or like footwear.

Library News

School is in full swing, and your children have started bringing home library books. For new Bear Creek paren|
those who need a review, library policies are as follows: Studentstodhelibrary weekly with their class for a
scheduled |ibrary ti me. (Teachers wil!/ l et you Kk
for a lesson, read aloud, or book talk. Students then choose books. Kindergartnerstobreehook, first graders
two, third and fourth three, and fifth graders four. Students may also come to the library during the school day t
out with their teacherds permission. Parents are

Patrons may keep their books for two weeks, but if they want to check out new books during their next library s
they need to return their books. Books are considered overdue if they have been checked out longer than two
and patrons willeceive an overdue notice. Students are not allowed to check out books until they return all ove
books. Please help your children remember to return their books on time so they do not miss library check out.
patrons want to keep books longer thao tveeks, they can renew them. We do not charge fines for overdue boo
replacement costs are charged for lost or damaged materials. Student who did not pay for lost books from last
be expected to pay for them before they can resumeyliprasileges.

Join the Bear CreekLibrary Birthday Club!!! Cel ebr at e your <chil do6s [honatetahd

ha dcover book in your childés honor to the school
will be placed inside the book. The book will be displayed in the library and the birthday child gets to be the firs
checkitoutofhe | i brary! Pl ease see Mrs. Brockway for a

already have a particular book. If you would rather donate a $20.00 check to the library, Mrs. Brockway will se
book in honor of you child.

Growing Young Bodles,
Minds & Hearts
A

Grandrabbitdés Toy Shoppe continues
You simply tell the cashier at thedinning of your transaction that you would
like Bunny Bucks to go to Bear Creek. Ten percent of your purchase price will
be donated in merchdise to our schoolLast year we earne®ll 000in books
and decorations for the library. Play Fair Toys has a similar program, so
remember to deonize these generous merchants and to mention Bear Creek at
check out.

www.grtoys.com
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Cruger Cup Winners 200809

Schedule for enjoying the Cruger Cup in your own hore!

Monday, August 2Keghan Barnes (1No)

Monday, August 3Anna (1B) and Chloe (3P) Brasket

Tuesday, SeptemberSam Brooks (1B)

Monday, September 14evi (1Ne) and Cole (4S) Cahill Miller & Galen Gradeh{4S)

Monday, September 2Chloe (1Ne) ashJackson Cruger (4W) & Brandon (1No) and Ryan Tidd (4S)
Monday, September 2Bnani (1Ne) and Rodrigo Fernand&arbea (4S) & Cole (4S) and Delaney Carrigan (4W)
Monday, October huna Graham (2H) & Louis (1Ne) and Karina Kehoe (2H)

Monday, October 1®Villy Schlauch (4S) & Wade McClung (4E)

Monday, October 1Benjamin Mollborn (1B)

Monday, October 26ranzi (1B) and Tino Pflaum (4E) & Alison Keller (4W)

Monday, November Zlaire Hughes (1B) & Audrey Wellington (1B)

Monday, November Yordan Tewion (1B)

Monday, November 18kyler Limber (5S) & Greg Lund (5S)

Monday, November 23hannon Kenny (4W)

Monday, November 3Blaya (2H), Liam (4W) and Zoe (5C) Blom Walker

Monday, December72f S hQ52¢6R o6H. 0 9 tIA3IS 2SAYSNI OH. O
Monday, December 1@oby(2H) and Jordan (4S) Gréfttenz & Andrew Raup (4S)
Monday December 2Bryce Naylor (2B)

Monday, December 28elie Brockett (2H)

Monday, January Bylan (2H) and Hunter Paulson (4W)

Monday, January 1leremy Song (2B)

Tuesday, January @phelia Byan (5C) & Danny Sheridan (5C)

Monday, January 280am Garaway (1B)

Monday, February Carson (3H) and Emily (4E) McGowan & Megan Schroeder (4E)
Monday, February ®dessa Murray (3H)

Monday, February 1Sadie Sakarellis (3P) & Jimmy Bohn (3P)

Monday, February 22ack Quinn (3H)

Monday, March Katherine Codrescu (3H)

Monday, March &iley Frank (3W) & Sam Jarvis (3W) ~
Monday, March 1&van Bush (4E) & Kevin Clelland (4E) " i)
Monday, March 2Peter Kennedy (4E)

Monday, March 2Zharlie Whi¢ (3H) & Mrs. Rogers

Monday, April Maggie Zukoski (3W) & Wyett Considine (3W) b
Monday, April 15hane Christensen (3P) '
Monday, April 1Xyle Fridberg (4W) & Mattias Bank (4W)

Monday, April 2@\nnika (3W) and Quinton DombraeWi (5S)

Monday, May F-iona Robinson (3P)

Monday, May 1@avis Rudge (3P)

Monday, May 1Marley Williams (3W)
Monday, May 245avin and Milles Murphy (5C)




