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Create an inviting space in your 
home that’s just for writing. A 
writer’s den can be big or small. As 
long as it’s comfortable, well lit, and 
stocked with supplies, it’s sure to 
inspire your youngster: 

■ Your child can use a table in the 
corner of a room, a chair with a lap 
desk, or pillows and a tray to write 
on. Even the corner of a large closet —  
one that has a light — can work. 
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Story web 
Weave a tangled web 

with this family story-
telling activity. You’ll build your child’s 

reading compre-
hension and 
speaking skills.

Grab a ball 
of yarn and 
some tape, and 
sit in a circle 

on the floor. 
One person holds 

the yarn and starts 
a story. Example: “Once upon a time, 
there was a little girl.” He tapes the end 
of the yarn on the floor and then rolls 
it to the next person, who might add: 
“She lived in a huge castle.” Take turns 
taping and passing the yarn and telling 
the story — a web will be woven in the 
center of the circle.

This activity can even work with two 
people. After each turn, the player moves 
to a new spot. Players continue rotating 
around the circle and taping the yarn at 
each new place. ♥
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O U R  P U R P O S E

  Fun 
      with

Words

Vocabulary tests Q&A

Real-life reading 

●Q     My son Ben has a good vocabulary, yet 
he struggles with vocabulary tests. How can 
I help him prepare?

●A     Go over old tests and try to figure out 
what caused him trouble. Maybe 
he can match words with 
definitions but gets stuck 
when he has to define a 
word within a sentence. 

When your child 
studies, have him 
practice in the test 
format. For example, 

The other day my daughter said she didn’t see why she had 
to learn to read better. “Ballet dancers don’t have to read, and 

that’s what I’m going to be,” she said. I told Alexis that all jobs — even dancing —  
require reading. 

She seemed doubtful, so I suggested that we interview family and friends to find 
out. We thought of two questions to ask: “How often do you 
read in your job?” “What do you read?” 

Her uncle, a pharmacist, said he reads prescriptions 
and medicine labels very carefully all day long. Our 
neighbor, a police officer, reads manuals to understand 
the law. And Alexis asked her ballet teacher, who said 
dancers read the stories ballets are based on.

“I guess most people do have to read in their jobs,” 
Alexis said after the interviews. She still wants to be a ballet 
dancer — but she knows she will need to read well, too! ♥

Parent 
toParent

■ Collect different writing 
materials to put in the nook. 
Examples: lined paper with a 
decorative border, blank books, 
postcards, greeting cards, pen-
cils, colored pens. Also, be 
sure to include art supplies 
(crayons, markers, chalk, paint) 
so your youngster can illustrate 
her stories and books. Tip: 
Keep everything in shoe boxes 
for easy access.

■ Encourage your child to 
go to her special spot when-
ever she has writing to do. She 

might use it for homework, composing her own stories, or 
writing thank-you notes for birthday gifts.♥

you can write sentences using his vocabu-
lary words and have him give the mean-
ings. When you read books aloud, stop 
sometimes to ask about a word. Example: 
“We bundled up when the cold wind 

blew.” Then, ask what it would 
mean if the sentence read: “He 
bundled up in his blue jacket.”

You can remind your 
youngster to read the whole 
sentence — not just the 
word — to figure out defini-
tions for his vocabulary 
tests.♥

In the 
writer’s den 


