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Your child probably loves 
listening when someone reads a 
story at just the right speed and 
with just the right expression. 
Help him learn to read like that 
by fixing three common reading 
problems.

Too slow
A youngster who reads slowly may be working 

hard to sound out each word. Try writing down five words 
that appear often, and have him find them in the book. Being 
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familiar with the words will let 
him pick up his pace. If he still has 
trouble, choose an easier book.

Too fast
A speed reader may not have 

time to understand what he’s read-
ing. He will probably skip over or 

mispronounce words. Slow your 
child down by having him hold a 

ruler under each line and lower it as he 
reads.

Lack of expression 
Reading in the same tone makes a story sound 

flat. Have your youngster practice expression with a book that 
has a repeated line, such as Are You My Mother? by P. D. East-
man or The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle. First, he can read 
the refrain in a monotone. Then, ask him to read it as if he’s 
scared, surprised, and excited. He’ll see the difference he can 
make with his own voice.♥

Invent a 
snack 

What’s crunchy, salty, 
and shaped like Saturn? An imaginary 
“space cracker.” Encourage your child to 
make up a new snack and design a box 
for it. She’ll build reading and writing 
skills while learning a little about pack-
age design.  

Start by looking together at boxes in 
your pantry. Point out brand names, 

product descriptions, 
and pictures. Some 
boxes might also feature 
characters or activities 
like word searches and 
 connect-the-dots games.

Then, have your 
youngster cover an 

empty box with construction 
paper and decorate it with markers or 
crayons. For space crackers, she could 
create a rocket logo and draw snacks 
shaped like planets, suns, and stars. The 
back of her box might feature a maze 
through the solar system. When she’s 
finished, set her project on the counter 
for everyone to admire.♥
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  Fun 
      with

Words Volunteering from home Q&A

Home library 

●Q     I’m a store manager, and I can’t visit my son’s school 
during regular hours. Is there any way I can still be 
involved?

●A     Talk to the teacher about your availability. She’s sure 
to have some ways you can help from home. For instance, 
she might ask you to cut out letters for a bulletin board display 
or to bind student-made books. Or you could check out books from the public 
library for the teacher to read during upcoming class units (stories about summer 
weather or Memorial Day, for instance).

Remember that being involved means helping your child as well as his teacher. 
Reading your youngster’s writing assignments, listening to him practice for an oral 
presentation, quizzing him on spelling words, and making sure he has enough 
pencils and other supplies are all important ways to participate in his education.♥

I wanted to add 
to my daughter’s 

book collection, but I didn’t have a lot 
of money to spend. 
I noticed that her 
teacher sent home 
a book catalog with 
paperbacks for as 
little as $1 or $2, so 
I started ordering a 
few each month.

I also found a 
used book shop 
that gives store 

Parent 
toParent credit for donated items. Together, we 

looked through Brooke’s room for books 
she hadn’t read in a long time, such as 

her baby board editions, and 
we traded them for titles she 
would like now. 

Finally, I always keep an 
eye on the newspaper for 
library book sales or yard 
sale ads that mention books 
or children’s items. Since 
I’ve started making an effort 
to buy books, Brooke’s little 
library has nearly doubled! ♥
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