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Passport to learning

A library card and a little imagination
can be your youngster’s passport to
any destination on the globe. These
activities will let your armchair traveler

explore other cultures:

@ Learn words in another language

by checking out a foreign-language
dictionary. Your child can look up
words for household objects and make
labels for them. Encourage her to use
the words in conversations, too. Try
The Oxford Picture Dictionary in French,
Spanish, or Arabic.
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Whenever we used to
go somewhere in the car,
my children would keep asking, “Are we
there yet?” I needed something to break
up the boredom. One day I suggested
that they take turns telling stories about
the buildings,
vehicles, and
people we
passed.

When my
son Marcus
saw a waffle
restaurant,
he told a
story about
a house that
was actually made of waffles. The family
that lived there would stick forks in
the walls when they got hungry. Next,
my daughter Meg turned an airplane
overhead into a story about a flying
minivan filled with aliens.

The stories were so great that I bought
a notebook and asked the kids to write
them down so we wouldn’t forget them.
Marcus and Meg titled the book “Car
Tales,” and now we don’t leave home
without it!
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@ Browse a collection of
multicultural projects like
Hands On Cradfts for Kids:
Crafts Around the World edited
by Katherine Stull. Then,
gather craft supplies and have
your youngster try her hand
at making Mexican worry
dolls, Chinese tangrams, or
Australian cave paintings.

@ Your child might be sur-
prised to learn that kids in other
lands enjoy games similar to ours.

How do youngsters play marbles in France, tag in India, or jacks
in Haiti? Have your child find out by reading a book such as
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Homework help

Big homework assignments are a challenge for my son
Sean, who has ADHD. How can I help him get his work done?

o Many children with attention-deficit hyperactivity
disorder have trouble keeping track of everything that goes
into their assignments. Try teaching your son this method

for getting organized.

First, have him list each task needed to complete the
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Sidewalk Games Around the World by Arlene Erlbach. i}
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assignment (look up vocabulary words, write definitions, use each term

in a sentence). Then, he can write each step on a sticky note. Suggest that he
post the notes in order on his desk and remove each one as he finishes that
part. This method lets him see his progress as he goes. Plus, he’ll feel a sense of
accomplishment when he pulls off the last note and his work is complete. i
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M Cyberchase Carnival
Chaos

Fans of the PBS Kids series
will enjoy practicing math, logic, and
reasoning skills as they save the virtual
universe from a hacker. Activities in
this carnival adventure include Code
Cracker, Soggy Soaker, Bumper Bash,
and Skee Ball Challenge.

Brighter Child

M Zoog Genius: Language Arts,
History, & Geography |
Your youngster is the next (;
contestant in this quiz-show
game for one or two players.
Three levels of difficulty let him ™~
test his knowledge with multiple-choice
questions. He will score points for every
correct answer as he works toward the
title of “Zoog Genius.”
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MAGAZINES

B Boomerang!
This audio magazine
won the American
Library Association’s
Notable Recording Award and is avail-
able on CD or as a digital download for
MP3 players. Each issue features seg-
ments about current events, geography,
science, and more —all reported by
kids and for kids ages 6-12.
www.boomkids.com

M Calliope

Expose your youngster to world history
with this monthly magazine for grades 4
and up. Calliope explores ancient civi-
lizations, world events, and the people
who have shaped history. Past issues
include topics such as Napoleon, the
Tang Dynasty, Galileo, China and Tech-
nology, and much more.
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