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Dear Warrior Parents,

It's hard to believe that we are already in the second half of our first se-
mester. | am very proud of our students. They have remained focused on
their studies and are doing very well. In just a few weeks our students will
take their final exams. So, now is the time for students to begin study-
ing. Most final exams are comprehensive final exams. In other words,
they cover the entire semester. Thus, students should continue to review
their notes and previous tests so that they are the best prepared.

Inside this newsletter, please find the Centaurus High School fall progress
report on our school’s goals. Through the collaboration of our faculty,
school improvement team, parents, and students, we not only have cre-
ated goals to improve student learning, but we have implemented specific
action plans to help all of our students meet those goals. Our highest lev-
erage goals are included in this newsletter along with an update on their
implementation. | know that all of our students can excel, and we are
committed to their success!

The BVSD Open Enrollment window is underway! Please encourage your
neighbors of high school-aged students to visit Centaurus High School’s
Open Enrollment events. The open enroliment events are included in the
newsletter. This is a great time to learn more about the excellent aca-
demic and extra-curricular activities Centaurus High School offers.

I would like to thank the many parents who have donated their time and
resources this year. Because of the school district’s budget crisis, our
school’s budget was dramatically impacted. However, because of the
many parents who have volunteered in our school or who have donated
funds to support our school, our students continue to receive an excellent
education in a caring environment. | would also like to thank the many
parents who have attended our School Improvement Team meet-

ings. This year, we have expanded our parent meetings to also include
students and staff. Thank you so much for supporting Centaurus High
School!

Sincerely, Rhonda Haniford
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Centaurus High School
Fall Progress Report on Equity, Achievement and Climate

Equity (E): Increase Latino (English Home Language) and Special Education student achievement on overall
9" and 10" grade 2011 CSAP in each content area as measured by a Growth Percentile of 5 points in each

are for the next three years.

Achievement (A): Increase student achievement on overall 9" and 10" grade 2011 CSAP in each content area
as measured by a Weighted Index score gain of 5 points in each area for the next three years, and increase
ACT composite score 0.4 points to 20.

Climate (C): Students at Centaurus High School will indicate a 4% increase on the 2011 School Climate Sur-
vey in the following areas: sense of welcoming/acceptance; harassment; and high expectations.

Key 3 = fully implemented

2 = implementation in progress

1=in planning stage 0 = cancelled or not started

Transformational E | Stat Evidence of Progress Elaboration/Comments/
Strategies A | us Issues
(Column 1 of Inquiry 5) C
Partner with Colorado Youth Al2 Monitoring System for Intervention | Formal meetings with CYC
for a Change (CYC) and the 2) and NCSE have been
National Center for Student : scheduled for October and
Engagement (NCSE) to reduce Standards Based Grading (2) throughout the school year.
drop out rate, increase pass Horizon Expansion (1) Articulation with the Lafay-
rate, and create an early ette feeder schools will
monitor system for students. occur in October with
CYC/NCSE.
Using the PLC model, the GVC |A |3 Each PLC has created SMART goals | We are on the 2™ year of
will be implemented in each for achievement, equity, and climate |implementing PLCs from
PLC and monitored through that align to the school’s goals. DuFour’s PLC model. The
PLC SMART goals that align to Each PLC has focused on EHL and CED_ is used in ea_ch PLC to
the 3 school goals. (A) SPED students design lessons using back-
. ) ward design. Common
P.LC Eqmty_goals address spe- Every 2 weeks PLC grades are dis- formative assessments are
cial education students and cussed with teachers t different st in PLC
EHL students, while boosting ’ at direrent stages in S-
general education students’ Common formative assessments are
performance. (E) created in algebra 1 and are in the
developing stages in other PLCs.
Implement year 1 of Positive |C |3 Year 1 of PBS is implemented. War- | Students and staff are en-
Behavior Supports (PBS) — rior Bucks are used. Assemblies rec- |joying the recognition for
HEART of a Warrior. ognizing students are occurring. demonstrating HEART of a
PBS team meets monthly to continue | Warrior.
development.
Remove basic math classes, A |3 Basic algebra 1 has been removed. | Removing the basic track
beginning with basic algebra 1 math classes will need to
and replace it with algebra 1 be supported with double
taught over 2 years so that all dosed math classes or the
students meet the standards curriculum taught over 2
of algebra 1. (E) years so that students can
2 COnVersations to plan fOI’ the re- access the Curriculum suc-

Continue to remove basic
math classes — basic geometry
and basic algebra 2. (A)

moval of basic geometry and basic
algebra 2 are in progress.

cessfully.
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0‘ " E.' - || [ N Dear Parent of a currently enrolled BVSD student,

Jﬂ‘am '" rlQ In Jll e S) For your information, Boulder Valley School District’s Open
Enrollment application period runs from November 29, 2010

through January 14, 2011. If you would like your child to attend a school other than the one he or

she is currently enrolled in, you must submit an application online at http://bvsd.org/openenroliment

or visit the Open Enrollment Office no later than 4:00 p.m., January 14, 2011. Applications received

after that date result in your student being added to the bottom of any existing wait-
list for that school and grade. \// gg#clgfrD}g?rﬂEv
Thank you, Christopher King, Ph.D., Superintendent Excellence and Equity

Centaurus High School

Open Enrollment Events

Centaurus High School is an Engineering Focus School and an International Baccalaureate Focus
School that provides an environment rich in academia. Our International Baccalaureate (IB), Ad-
vanced Placement (AP), AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination), Pre-Engineering courses
and exceptional extra-curricular programs ensure that each of our students is prepared for a com-
petitive future. The Engineering Partnership with the University of Colorado allows qualifying stu-
dent’s to participate in the guaranteed admission process to the CU School of Engineering. These
programs provide students the most rigorous coursework in preparation for highly academic majors
at the university level enabling students to compete nationally and internationally.

Open House at Centaurus High School Incoming Freshmen Information Night
Monday, December 6, 2010 Monday, February 7, 2011

6:00 — 8:30 p.m. 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Begins in Auditorium In Auditorium

Breakfast with the Principal and School Tours * * Please R.S.V.P. for School Tours
Friday, December 10, 2010

Friday, January 7, 2011 School Contact Person:

7:45 t0 9:00 a.m. Karen Melin, Principals Assistant, 720-561-5357
Begins in Student Center

Address:

I8 and Pre-Engineering Information Night 10300 South Boulder Rd., Lafayette, CO 80026

Monday, December 13, 2010
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Main Phone: 720-561-7500
Student Center
Web site:

School Tours * http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh/

Fridays: December 10 & January 7
Thursday, January 13 Principal: Rhonda Haniford
8:30-9:30 a.m.
Contact Karen Melin at 720-561-5357 to RSVP | Enrollment: 1051
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Relative Caregiver Support Group for Spanish - speakers
For Grandparents and Other Relatives R&i
.

1st Monday of Every Month, starting November 1, 2010 5:3000 p.m.
Community Services Building, 400 E. Simpson St, Lafayette, CO
Dinner and Childcare Provided

For more information, call: Susan Knoll, Kinship Support Specialist, DH
Boulder County Kinship Support Services, 36811-1034
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Butter Braids Fundraiser
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M he LJItciTmate
Leaddaership
Experr-iiemce

Sponsored by FCCLA
( Family, Career and Community Leaders of America)
And
Family Consumer Science Classes

i e e
LSS

Centaurus High School F.C.C.L.A. is selling Butter Braid Pastries, $10.00 each, starting November
8, 2010-November 30, 2010.

Please make checks payable to: Centaurus High School.

The purpose is to raise money for the Family and Consumer Science program and F.C.C.L.A. ac-
tivity fund. Our group makes a $4.00 profit on each one we sell.

What exactly is a Butter Braid? The Butter Braid product is frozen 22 oz.
Pastry dough. When baked, it produces a homemade tasting breakfast en-

Yol ong
trée or dessert. It needs to rise 10-12 hours (rise till double in size). Bake for a %@

20-25 minutes to make a delicious treat

If you have questions call: Eunice Vera at 720-561-7664.

Please ensure that your order form is in by Tuesday, November 30, 2010.

The Butter Braids will be delivered to Centaurus on Monday, December 13, 2010. Please be

ready to pick up your order immediately after school. Page 4



Dec. 6 6 pm Open Enrollment Open House

Dec. 7 7 pm Choir Concert

Dec. 8 7 pm Band & Orchestra Concert

Dec. 10 7:45 am | Breakfast with the Principal

Dec. 10 8:30 am | Open Enrollment School Tour
Important Dec. 13 6 pm IB & Pre-Engineering Info Night

Dates: Dec. 14-17 Final Exams

Dec. 20-Jan 4 NO SCHOOL! WINTER BREAK

Jan. 7 7:45 am | Breakfast with the Principal

Jan. 7 8:30 am | Open Enrollment School Tour

Jan. 12 3:30 pm | Musical Auditions

Jan. 13 8:30 am | Open Enrollment School Tour

Jan. 14 & 15 7 pm Madrigal Dinner

Jan. 17 NO SCHOOL!

The Col orado Aval anche & Centauru

tre Companyhave teamed up to host 2 CHS Nights out! Buy discounted
tickets to the Avalanche games and a portion of each ticket sold will support
e " our efforts to raise $10,000 for immediate repairs and equipment replace-
ment. Tickets can be ordered online (see below) or by fax (see Ms. Collins o
Dionysus Theatre Company Member for a fax form).
**8 lucky attendees (4 for each game)from those who purchase through this program will be chosen
to participate in a once in a lifetime opportunity for a Penalty Box Experience during waups before
the game!

*November 27, 2010 Avalanche vs. Minnesota Wild @ 7:00 PM Pepsi Center

Family Night Out Pack30 (usually $40, not including food) To purchase online visit:
http://www.pepsicenter.com/groups/avalanche/centaurusfamilynight

Club Corner and End$60 (usually $115) To purchase online visit:
http://www.pepsicenter.com/groups/avalanche/centaurusclubs1127

*January 2, 2011 Avalanche vs. Vancouver Canucks @ 6:00 PM Pepsi Center
Corner/Mid End Balcony$35 (usually $40) To purchase online visit:
http://www.pepsicenter.com/groups/avalanche/centauruscornerbalc
Club Corner and Ends $60 (usually $115) To purchase online visit:
http://www.pepsicenter.com/groups/avalanche/centaurusclubs0102

This is a fantastic opportunity for a fun night out over Thanksgiving or Winter Break! Tickets make ar
ideal gift. Everyone is invited to participate. Thanks for your support.

**Eor any additional questions please call Kristen Sonsma at (303) 406138 or email kson-
sma@pepsicenter.com
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*/, Boulder Valley Operational Services
School District e o

6500 East Arapahoe, PO Box 9011

Boulder, CO 80301
September 1, 2010

SCHOOL CLOSURE INFORMATION

Fall is here and the changing seasons remind us that inclement weather can result in school being
closed for one or more days. We all need to plan ahead and be ready in case that happens.

School district officials have a responsibility to keep the schools in session except under the most
extreme conditions. In the case of extreme inclement weather, parents are requested to make the
decision regarding attendance or late arrival of their children. A personal contact by the parent or a
written note to school building officials will excuse a student's late arrival or absence during these
conditions.

Occasionally, the weather is severe enough that it is necessary to close schools in all or part of the
district. When this occurs, it is extremely important that working parents have pre-arranged child
care available to them; arrangements with a friend or neighbor; provisions at a child care center;
child care leave from work (if available); arrangements with a neighborhood teenager who also
would be out of school; etc. It is very important that parents make these arrangements now, since
the weather is unpredictable and often we are hit with storms early in the school year. The school
district web site will continue to be the official public notification of school closures

www.bvsd.org .

Whenever it is necessary to close schools, the district imnmediately contacts the following radio and
tv stations:

KWGN-TV CHANNEL 2 KOA 850 AM
KCNC-TV CHANNEL 4 KRCN 1060 AM
KMGH -TV CHANNEL 7 ONDA 1150 AM
CHANNEL 8 ALICE 105.9 FM

KUSA-TV CHANNEL 9 KBCO 97.3 FM

FOX 31 NEWS CHANNEL 13 KGNU 88.5 FM
KOSI 101.1 FM

Notification is given prior to 6:00 a.m., or as soon as the decision is made to close during the da
Typically the media will release information only if school is closed. In most cases, no announce

ment will mean that schools are open.
— Page 6
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Program offered by Boulder County District Attorney Stanley L. Gar- :
nett. Check writers will be notified in writing if a check as been returned :
by our bank, and then will have 10 days to tender payment with a service§
i charge of $25.00. If the funds are not received, the check will be turned over to the District Attor-
ér:EMn L SOWT S SAWY TWYWRWE A2 NWAASTAAWAT - :

PARENT

LISTSERVE
All parent/guardian email
addresses that are in Infi-
nite Campus have been
added to the Parent

! Parents...
i If you are receiving the newsletter by email
and would also like a hard copy, OR

i if you're receiving it through the mail and I
would like it by email,

please contact Karen Melin at I

I Karen.melin@bvsd.org. .|| Listserve. If you do NOT wish to receive
(Please provide your name, current address | || emails from Centaurus High School, please
where you would like the newsletter sent, and ;| send Karen Melin an email
: your Student's first and last name) ||l (Karen.Melin@bvsd.ojgtating the wish to

be removed. Thank you.

Student Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures:

Morning Student Drop-Off Afternoon Student Pick-Up

Please ONLY drop off students in Please use the circle drive to pick up
the circle drive in front of the build- your student. Please do NOT stop
ing. The buses will not be using in the rows in the parking lot.

the circle anymore. Please do not On most days a campus monitor will

stop in the parking |°Z rov:s as this be available to direct traffic and an-
causes congestion and safety con- swer questions. Thanks for helping
cerns for students trying to cross our students stay safe!
the parking lot. ’

PARENT PORTAL ON INFINITE CAMPUS:
The parent portal allows parents to access their student’s grades, attendance, schedule, contact
information, fees and assignments. We believe that increased access for parents will lead to bet-
ter student attendance and grades. We also believe that this tool will help to bring communica-
tion between parents and students since students will know their parents can see how they are
doing in school. Letters to parents, with their access codes and directions for use, are available in
the Main Office. A photo ID will be required to receive the letter. If you have already established
your portal account, you do not need to pick up a new access letter. Please contact Karen Melin
at 720-561-5357 for additional information.

— Page 7



A Message from Boulder County Public Health
hﬁéfgﬁ&ff{ﬁ Pertussis Advisory  October 25, 2010

b

Widespread Increase in Reported Pertussis Casese  The iliness begins with a cough
There has been a widespread increase in the num-  that progressively becomes more severe until

ber of reported cases of Pertussis across Colo- the person develops coughing fits. Vomiting,
rado, and they are not limited to any one geo- breathlessness, a change in facial color, and/
graphic area or age group. or a whooping sound may follow the coughing

e During September, 46 cases of Pertussis were_ ts- Fever is absent or minimal.
reported in Colorado in 18 different counties. Pertussis Vaccine
Typically, about 14 cases of Pertussis are re- The Pertussis booster (Tdap) is recommended for
ported in September. adolescents 11-12 years of age, or in place of 1 Td
e Nationally, more Pertussis cases have been booster in older adolescents and adults through

reported during 2010 than during the same ~ age 64.

timeframe in 2009, and a number of states ~ Students in grades 612 are REQUIRED to have a

are experiencing Pertussis increases. Tdap vaccination or an exemption to immunization
Pertussis Symptoms to comply with the Colorado Board of Health school
Pertussis, or whooping cough, is a contagious dis-immunization requirements.
ease that can cause a prolonged and some-
times severe cough illness. Pertussis is spread by,
respiratory droplets and contact with respiratory compliant for the Tdap vaccination. If you are not

secretions. sure whether your student is compliant please con-
e Symptoms usually develop 7 to 10 days after tact Debbie Strand, Health Para at 72661-7727

exposure (range 45 21 days) or deborah.strand@bvsd.org

We still have many of our students who are not

As we enter into cold and flu season, just a reminder:
GUIDELINES FOR KEEPING YOUR STUDENT HOME

e Fever, vomiting, or diarrheaYou student should remain home 3 hoursafter symptoms end.

e Cold / Respiratory Viruses: Keep your student home at the beginning of a cold. This is also the time
when one is most infectious and least likely to feel well enough to participate in class. When s/he fee
better and no longer has a persistent cough, it is permissible to return to school.

e Strep throat: Your student may return to schoafter taking the antibiotic 24 hours, feeling better,
and being free of symptoms.

e Chicken Pox:Your student should stay home until there are no new lesions and all existing lesions
have scabbed over.

e Eye: Any eye infection must be treated by a physician before the student returns to school. If antibiot
therapy is prescribed, the student must remain home for at 2akburs after treatment has begun
and must be free of eye drainage.

e Open Sores on SkinAll skin lesions must be covered by a bandage or clothing during the school| day.
This may include impetigo, ring worm, scabies, and other fungal, bacterial, or viral skin infections.
e Generalized Skin Rash:Any student with an undiagnosed skin rash must be seen by a physician [for
diagnosis and/or treatment before returning to school with a note from the health care provider.

e Head Lice: Your student may return to school only after treatment with lice shampoo.
A student will be sent home from school if s/lhe has any of the above conditions and/or has a tempefa-
ture of 101 degrees F or more.
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@ Supporting Grieving Kids and Teens:
HospiceCare Coping with the Holiday Season

OF BOULDER AND BROOMFIELD COUNTIES

For kids and teens who are grieving the death of a loved one, the holiday season can bring up

a variety of responses and feelings, including:

e Sadness, depression, anxiety, fear, anger, guilt, and/or apathy. These feelings are often ex-
pressed alongside the usual excitement of this time of year, and can be a confusing contra-
diction for the child.

® Somatic responses - such as frequent headaches, stomach aches, and/or sleep distur-
bance - may be the only way a child knows how to respond to the variety and intensity of
his or her emotional responses.

e Kids and teens often have a desire to keep family traditions the same as they were when
the deceased was alive. This is a way to keep th
whelming feelings that may come up when the loss is acknowledged.

How You Can Help

e |nvite the child to share memories of the deceased, photographs, mementos. Help the
child to create a safe Ocontainerd for expressing
a special journal, or a memory box.

e Build frequent breaks and calming activities into your regular classroom routine. Allow
grieving children and teens to make a contract with you if he or she is having difficulty get-
ting assignments completed and turned in.

e Encourage the child to stay balanced physically. Maintaining a healthy diet and a regular
sleep routine will help with regulating emotions. Increased exercise may help with somatic
complaints.

e Help the child to discover the meaning behind family traditions as well as school traditions.
Engage children and teens in creating new traditions when appropriate. Encourage the
child to create special ways of honoring their deceased loved one.

® Assist grieving kids in developing a plan for dealing with the holidays, including the anticipa-
tion that it will be too painful to experience without their loved one. This may include identi-
fying ways to take a break from family gatherings, creating a list of friends the child can
call, or reaching out to others who are having a difficult time through volunteer activities.

e Validate that often a child feels worse after the holidays, once the flurry of activities is over
and there is the |l etdown of not having the deceas
forts to keep everything the same.

If you think your teen may need some extra support, encourage them to connect with the

school Prevention/Intervention Specialist Mayasa Hubbard, LCSW. She is located in the counsel-

ing office M -F 730-330 pm and can be reached at 720  -561-5364. Hospice of Boulder/ Broom-

field County also is a great resource and they offer many educational materials and support
groups such as Healing Circles which is a teen on -going grief support group. For more informa-

tion on services at HospiceCare please see contact information below.
HospiceCare Grief and Education Center
1585 Patton Dr, Boulder, CO 80303
Phone: 303 -604-5300  Fax: (303) 604 -5350

Website: www.hospicecareonline.org Email: griefcenter@hospicecareonline.org Page 9



A Website - For Counseling information
@Hﬂﬁﬂ@@ [I[m@ @ﬁ)[m@[r please refer to the Centaurus Website:

’.» e o http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh/
Counselors

Senior Informationd Information will be emailed to Seniors and Parents. If any parents would
like to receive information, please contact Karen Melin, Principal’s Secretary (720-561-5357 or
karen.melin@ bvsd.org) to be added to our email list. You can also visit our website at bvsd.org/
schools/centaurus/counseling/Pages/SeniorNews.aspx for senior updates.

Senior Graduation Credit Checkd Seniors are welcome to schedule a conference with a coun-
selor. Transcripts and credits can be reviewed, information on college options and post graduation
plans will be discussed. Schedule these appointments soon!

NCAA Eligibility Centerd Seniors who are planning to play for a Division I or Division II school
need to apply to the NCAA eligibility center immediately — see Sarina Gonzales and apply online at
www.NCAAclearing house.com. Also, feel free to come in and do a Clearinghouse worksheet to
make sure you qualify with core courses, core GPA and test scores.

****Help with College Planning™***

College Application Timing
In general, the earlier students submit their applications to Colorado schools (and other schools with
rolling admissions) the better! Out of state schools have their own deadlines — DON”T BE LATE!

SAT/ACT Information

Seniors should be registering for the ACT or SAT tests if they have not already taken them or want to
improve their scores. Registration can be done online at: SAT — www.collegeboard.com and ACT —
www.actstudent.org . Our High School Code (CDE Code) is 060-865.

American College Test (ACT) (TAKE THE OPTION AL ESSAY PORTION!)
Test Date: Dec. 11, 2010 |Feb. 12, 2011 | April 9, 2011 June 11, 2011

Register By: |Nov. 5, 2010 [Jan. 7, 2011 |March 4, 2011 |May 6, 2011

Website: www.actstudent.org

College Entrance Examination Board Tests (CEEB) SAT I & I1
Test Date: Dec. 4, 2010 [Jan. 22, 2010 | March 12, 2011 |May 7, 2011 |June 4, 2011

Register By: | Nov. 5, 2010 |Dec. 23, 2010 | Feb. 11, 2011 April 8, 2011 |May 6, 2011

Website: www.collegeboard.com

Attention Juniors & Seniors:

For a complete college planning resource come to the Counseling Office for more information and a
Naviance password.
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Counseling Corner (contd)

f,
| )
M\O\N e (College applications can be completed online through the col-
lege’s website.
. d ‘ e Many colleges accept the Common Application which can be accessed
0\ through commonapp.org
e College representatives visit Centaurus throughout the year. A schedule of college visits

is posted in the Counseling Office and on Naviance. Representatives can answer many of
your questions.

Teen Bus Pass ——
) ) . [ § B F
Monthly RTD Teen Bus passes are being sold in the Treasurer’s Office to I ]

Centaurus students for $35.00. Payment can be made by cash or Visa/
Master Card. NO CHECKS!

$i 1866 , A0 91 BO +EAO " AO "1 OA
Although most students are excited not to have any homework or
tests during Thanksgiving and Winter breaks, they tend to get bored

@ AAAAOOA OEAU AT180 EAOA OEAEO 110
AOCGEAAR OOOAAT OO AOAT 80 OOOAIT U Ag
something planned. Lafayette has a lot going on over both Thanks-
giving and Winter break to help your students stay engaged. Please
see the below for a list of activities and contact information.

Thanksgiving activities Winter Break Activities

City of Lafayette and Bob L. Burger Recreation CenteCity of Lafayette and Bob L. Burger Recreation Center
(303) 6650469 (www.cityoflafayette.com/recreation) | (303) 6650469 (www.cityoflafayette.com/recreation)
> O0400EAU 3EIT 06 &OAA 4 EOGIOpen#tin dHeduditp:/Miw citydiigidyers . 1 z
vember 20http://www.cityoflafayette.com/files/ com/ page.asp?navid=1291
turkeyshootf10.pdf

> Open Swim Scheduldittp://www.cityoflafayette.

> Open Gym Schedulehttp://www.cityoflafayette. com/ Page.asp?NaviD=1285
com/page.asp?navid=1291 > Drop-In Fitness Class Schedule (Ages 16t/
> Open Swim Scheduldittp://www.cityoflafayette. www.cityoflafayette.com/Page.asp?NaviD=1273

com/Page.asp?NaviD=1285
> Drop-In Fitness Class Schedule (Ages 16ty://

YMCA 30864-5455(www.ymcabv.org)

itvoflafavett I SNavID=1273 > Holiday Gift Making

www.cityoflafayette.com/Page.asp?NavID= > Hip-Hop and Swimming
YMCA 30864-5455(www.ymcabv.org) > Roller Skatingz Mapleton Center
> Movie-O" OA A E E 1z RlapktdnCerder > Snack Attack and Movie
> Dance Workshog Mapleton Center > Bowling and Billiards at The UM(Mapleton Center,
-~ Duct Tape Art >'" AT A $AU AT A O.11A1AO0s
>  Soccer, Dodgeball and Pizza > Spavenger Hunt and Lunch

> Kickball and Capture the Flag
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AVID = ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION:

As the first semester is coming to an end, Looking toward into 2011, AVID parents be
the AVID Site Team is supporting AVID stu- = looking for permission slips coming in Janu-
dents preparing for finals. The AVID Site —c ary about our annual Ski Trip to Eldora on
Te_am has members from all the core re- ¢ February 25. This is the Professional Devel-
quired departments who help recruit poten- . :

tial students for AVID. Remember, an AVID stu- opment Day, so the students will not miss

dent believes in Achievement Via Individual Deter- instruction during the day. In addition, Collegeln-
mination. Late in October, we had presenters from vest will be hosting College Nights at Pioneer on
The CU Financial Aid Department talk to a group of February 24 and at Sanchez on May 12 to talk with
students and parents about FASFA and how to families on understanding the college path from
find money for university. Also, Public Achieve- 4 o elementary school up to high school. As we
ment continues to help AVID students become .

. . . continue to support our AVID students at school,
leaders in our community, and from this program ; )

please remember to talk with you children about

the Seniors are able to access $1000 personal
grant for college. their classes and path to college.

LIBRARY NEWS:

—_ - The CHS library will hold a book fair at the Boulder Barnes & Noble store in
/ February, 2011. Any parents interested in organizing or helping with the event,
F please contact Ms. Shorter in the Librarjpuise.shorter@bvsd.otgAny students
é who would like to perform (singing, playing an instrument, poetry readings, etc.)
\@( \ at the bookfair should also contact Ms. Shortédore information to follow in
the February edition of our newsletter.

LITERACY/ESL DEPARTMENTS:

The first half of the first semester has ended. With the approaching end of the semester, our students
are realizing the urgency of completing all assignments and re-taking tests and quizzes as needed. The
Academic Support Center teachers are supporting students in their efforts by providing opportunities to
regularly check grades and attendance, as well as offering homework time in
ASC classes and requiring mandatory attendance in Tutor Time every Wednes-
day. In this way we are encouraging students to monitor their progress and use
their time wisely.

In the 9" grade ASC classes, students have begun reading a shared novel,
Burro Genius. The author of this book, Victor Villasenor, recently visited Boul-
der High School at the request of students there who very much enjoyed read-
ing his book. The autobiographical book describes the challenges the author
faced when attending school in the mid-1940s and 1950s. Discrimination to-
ward Spanish-speaking students, along with personal learning issues

P

(dysl exia), are some of the topics described in V

In our ESL class our students have welcomed a new student. The students are working hard to learn
English. They are holding their own in language-rich classes such as US History, Biology, Physical Sci-
ence, World History, and World Literature. They are eager to learn as much as they can, both in the con-
tent area and in the English language.
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE NEWS:

ol '"'m a great beli

ever

in | uck, and | find

CHS has had a 1litt!]l
many IB students having success in
many areas! Congratulations to the
following Cross Country Team mem-
bers who carried our team to state:
Chandler Reid, Cassady Swanson,

Erin Twaddell, Sam Patzer, Hannah
Davinroy and Katie Dishman! Hurray

to our State Honors Orchestra member Nick
Treat and our big music leader and drum ma-
jor for our winning CHS Band; Mason McNutt!

Many IB and CHS Pre -IB students add to our
sports teams and still have time to excel in their
rigorous classes. They are: Nicaela Caccamise,
Eileen Findlay, Taylor Lynch, Gwen Schmidt -
Arenales, Katie Wible, Maya Fohrman, Lauren
Kapushion, Taylor Langer, Logan Beaton (golf),
Keegan Grieble (golf), Carter and Hunter Reid
(soccer), Tanner Syed (soccer), Daniel Jurado
(soccer), Abraham Gutierrez Rodriguez
(soccer), Alex Spangler (soccer), Evan Fernan-
dez (tennis), Trevor McCall (tennis), lan Wal-
lace -Moyer (tennis), Taylor Baeza (cheer), An-
nette Kendrick (cheer), Elizabeth Simmons
(cheer), Lexi Beuning( cheer), Sydney Herman
(cheer), John Egan (football), Austin Gavin
(football), Jonathan Keyek -Franssen (football),
William Rowsam (football), Chelsea Lemur
(softball), Molly Lord (softball), Hannah Weid-
man (softball), Dylan Gallogly (XC), Rachel
Moline (XC), Midori Patterson (XC), Tyler Adam-
thwaite (XC) , Marcus Godwin (XC), Rachel
McClure (XC). Congratulations to these stu-
dents and thank you for your enthusiasm!

Thank you to all IB students and their parents
who participated in the IB Feeds the World Sat-
urday on Oct. 23! After working through many
Lafayette neighborhoods, our students were
able to collect 580 pounds of food for Sister
Carmen and over $300.00 to send to Global
Works International who will use the money to
support the nourishment of a village in Africa or
the Middle East. We can make a difference!

Dwr orgahizer amdi miottvator was Alise
® Jackson. Thank you all so much!

IB students are always busy! Not only
is our new class of Anticipated Candi-
dates (juniors) succeeding in their six
rigorous classes, several have joined
together to form the Spero Founda-
tion. This service club will support a
school in Nicaragua that they visited this past
summer. The school is located in one of the
largest open dumps in Managua and has very
little support for the children. McKenna Asa-
kawa, Megan Valentine are the founders and
will be receiving their seed money from the IB
Association of Rocky Mountain Schools grants
for service projects. Thanks to Ms. Buchanan,
their CHS sponsor and Bravo for this initiative
and this evident caring for others! Donations

to the cause are always welcome.

Rachel McClure is spearheading the EcoWartri-
ors Club at CHS. This club encourages green
living and raises awareness for all of us. Na-
than Mifsud lit up the stage (literally) for our

play this month with many IB students holding
leading roles. They are: Siobahn Bales -
Heisterkamp (Diploma Candidate, DC), Ruby
Dickson (CHS Pre-IB 10),John Cronk (DC), Ca-
sey Adam (DC), Nigel Robbins (DC), Tori
Goodgion (CHS Pre -IB 10), Lucy Houlihan (CHS
Pre-IB 9). Hopefully everyone got a chance to
enjoy this wonderful CHS version of Midsummer
Ni ght 6s Dr eam.

IB Exam registration closes Nov. 15 t and CHS
will have 53 students taking over 150 exams!
Wow! These students continue to amaze us
with their dedication and hard work.

If you have any questions about the IB Di-
ploma Programme or would like to apply,
please contact the IB Office and Coordinator
at susie.mitzelfeld@bvsd.org or come to the
Counseling Office for an appointment.
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Centavurus High

Jennifer Moeller, Understanding Balance when Solving Equations

MATH DEPARTMENT:

AWhy ? Expl ain your methodébo
Students continue to cringe when they see these words. In the math depart-
ment, we constantly hear students ex
my head. Why do | have to write it dfo)

are calculating, the logic behind their procedures, and the reasonableness of
their solutions, then they are developing a deeper understanding. Otherwise,
math becomes a large series of steps that are easily forgotten and confused. If
you are helping your student with homework, encourage him or her to talk
through a problem with you and explain why he or she is making each step.

ORCHESTRA:

The Centaurus High School Orchestra was represented once again at the 27%
Annual Western States Honor Orchestra Festival this year by bassist Nick
Treat. Nick is a Junior with the Orchestra. Selection to participate in the Festi-
val is achieved through a taped audition process. The Festival is sponsored
every year by the University of Northern Colorado. The Festival allows stu-
dents each year to work with world renowned conductors and teachers and
also to listen to and perform with outstanding performing artists. The Festival
culminates in a public performance at the Union Colony Civic Center in Greeley. The culminating
concert performance for Western States Honor Orchestra Festival was held Saturday Nov. 6 at the
Union Colony Civic Center in Greeley. Nick was selected to perform in this year’s Chamber Orches-
tra. Congratulations to Nick on a job well done. We look forward to the continued success of this
fine young musician as well as to the success of the Centaurus High School Orchestra.
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SOCIAL STUDIES:

Some current topics in our social stud-
ies classes include Imperialism in US History, The Spanish Civil War in 20™ Century Topics, and
the impact of paper color on student test scores in Psychology.

Our department emphasizes the use of planners for our students and many of our classes also
have weekly and unit syllabi. Please ask your students to show you their class syllabi to discuss
topics, as well as review homework due dates. Our department also encourages parents and
guardians to discuss current events with their students to foster greater understanding of the top-

ics we cover in our social studies classes.

Our semester is quickly drawing to a close so remind your students to keep focused and stay moti-

vated. Enjoy the upcoming Thanksgiving break!

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:

Speech-Language Pathology Services at
the Secondary Level

Many students with communication disorders
need continued assistance from speech-
language pathologists and other special educa-
tors to be successful in high school and beyond.
The TRANSITION process (i.e., preparation for
postsecondary employment or education) for
students with special education needs must be
carefully planned and implemented. On aver-
age, a student aged 13 or older who is receiving
services has been in speech-language programs
for several years. The goals and objectives
have changed for the student, but he or she
continues to need support to access the curricu-
lum. There is a close connection between inter-
vention and academic achievement in middle

Huckl eberry

school, and by high school,
therapy is often completely
integrated into academic stan-
dards. In secondary schools,
most students are no longer
learning underlying skills; in-
stead, they must apply strategies to increase
their comprehension, retain needed information,
and produce acceptable written work. Spelling,
constructing sentences, expanding vocabulary,
developing and describing ideas, plus locating
pertinent information and writing about it domi-
nate the intervention process at this level. In
addition, many students need assistance with
pragmatics and social language to engage in the
reciprocal friendships and working relationships
so critical at the secondary level (Moore-Brown
and Montgomery, 2001).

WORLD LANGUAGES:

The World Language Salsa Tasting Competition was a great success! Thank
you to our sponsors who helped make the event possible!
Reid family, the Houck family, Keyek-Franssen Family, Diana Gamboa, and
the following local businesses: Safeway, King Soopers, Target, the
and Efrainés

They are: the

The following volunteers were so helpful in making the evening a

success: Andrew Sias, Torie Pena, Keziah Peterson, Sarah Higgins, Ms. Shorter, Janet Soto, Sra.
Grados, Kavita Krishnan, Dee Dee Strohl, Sami Elliot, and the World Language Department. The
proceeds will be used to help purchase the headsets for listening and speaking development in all

World Language classes.
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Creating a Canng, Connected, Safe Community in Partnership with All Adults and Youth

Celebrate Parenting
In A World Of Diversity -
A Comprehensive View
Of Families In
Boulder Valley

We are diverse and unigue individuals co-existing in a global community. Welcome and
celebrate parent engagement from many perspectives. Come inspire and be inspired! Enjoy
the reward of deep personal connections through mutual understanding, acceptance and
appreciation of all people.

Guest Speaker Eugenia Brady

BVSD Parent Involvement Specialist
And

Panel of Diverse parents from Boulder Valley

Thursday, December 9th
Lafayette Library - 775 W. Baseline Road
6:30-8:30pm
Families welcome. Interpretation and food provided.

Register on-line at penbv.org/world

“Today, more than ever before, life must be characterized by a sense of Universal responsibility,
not only nation to nation and human fo human, but also human to other forms of life. ~Dalai Lama

Chuestions? Contact: KI:I'H'I",I' Valentine, PEM Calendar Chair, *s Boulder Valley
valstoned @hotmail.com or 303-810-6456 ZeFanl Dz

Fvcel i
www_parentengagementnetwork.org Lueeilonce awnd Equiery
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Creating a Caning, Connected, Safe Commmumity in Partnership with All Adults and Youth

Monday,
January 10th

How Parents Can Embrace
The World Of Technology 7:00-8:30pm

An interactive and eve-opening Cyher presentation BVSD
Cyber bullying Ed Center
Social networks .
Gaming Simulcast on
Internet predators Channel 22
Cell phones
Sexting In Collaboration
Reputation management with Boulder
Presenter: Jennifer Korb PE‘-}'L‘-lli.Z}IGglL‘ﬂl
BVSD Instructional Technology Specialist Services &

& President of the Internet Safety Foundation Channel 22

www.internetsafetycolorado.org

fl'l:',],ll:fl:‘ﬂ‘ A
www_penbv_org/youtwitface

Guestions? Kathy Valentine, PEN Calendar Chair, valsione2@hotmail.com or 303-810-6456 Boultier Valley
www.parenfengagementnetwork.org o cheel Tlisirict
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PARENT DONATION FORM:

CENTAURUS HIGH SCHOOL
PARENT DONATIONS

Parents who wish to send donations to Centaurus High School may send or bring Tax-
deductible gift donations to the CHS Treasurer. You may indicate how you would like your
donation to be utilized. Some of our needs include: improvement of technology, Science
equipment and materials, calculators for Math, Music, Theatre, and Journalism equipment
and materials, support for the LINKS program, and individual students’ needs.

We greatly appreciate your support and assistance!!!

Donor’s Name

Address

City State Zip

Amount

How you would like your donation utilized

I would like to be acknowledged for this gift in the school’s newsletter.

I wish to remain anonymous.

Please return to:  Centaurus High School
10300 South Boulder Road
Lafayette, Colorado 80026

Attention: Suyapa Koeller, Treasurer






