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Dear Warrior Parents, 

It’s hard to believe that we are already in April.  Second semester is moving 
quickly, and soon we will be preparing for end-of-course final exams and gradua-
tion.  Please continue to check Infinite Campus and talk with your student’s teach-
ers about your student’s academic progress.   

Included in this newsletter, please find the mid-year progress report on our 
school’s goals.  I am pleased to report that we have made significant progress on 
our goals! 

ACT:  All junior students will take the ACT on April the 27th at Centaurus High 
School.  The ACT is offered to all of our 11th grade students, free of charge, as a 
part of our school’s accreditation process.   ACT registrations will occur in Lan-
guage Arts classes.  Students may decide to send their ACT score to universities of 
their choice.   

Senior Meeting: On April 28th, all seniors will participate in a mandatory senior 
meeting where the graduation schedule and responsibilities will be discussed.  Fur-
thermore, on April 28th, Student Council Officer Elections for next year’s 10th, 11th, 
and 12th grade students will occur.   

Budget Cuts:  Once again, as a result of the state budget cuts, BVSD will be 
negatively impacted.  Thankfully, the 3A mill levy passed, and our district is in a 
better situation then our neighboring districts.   I anticipate that Centaurus High 
School will continue to need the support of our parent community next year.  The 
budget cuts will impact our staffing support and supply support.  Through parent 
volunteer support, I know that we will be able to provide the level of excellence we 
have come to expect from Centaurus High School.  If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact the front office at 720-561-5357. 

Student Achievement:  Each year, more and more of our students continue to 
take advanced course work!  Educational research shows that when students take 
advanced classes they are better prepared for college and their career paths.  
Thank you for encouraging your student to take a rigorous course selection all four 
years of high school. 

Student enrollment in advanced coursework is increasing. 

 2006-2007 school year = 1065 instances 

 2007-2008 school year = 1267 instances 

 2008-2009 school year = 1351 instances 

 2009-2010 school year = 1554 instances 

 2010-2011 school year = 1559 instances 

With your continued support, our students are excelling.  Thank you for the count-
less hours you volunteer and help fundraise!  Your dedication directly impacts our 
students.  Your kindness means so much to us!  Thank you! 

Sincerely, Rhonda Haniford 
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Centaurus High School Midyear Progress Report on Equity, Achievement and Climate Goals 

SMART GOALS 
Equity (E):  Increase Latino (English Home Language) and Special Education student achievement on overall 9th 
and 10th grade 2011 CSAP in each content area as measured by a Growth Percentile of 5 points in each are for the 
next three years. 

Achievement (A): Increase student achievement on overall 9th and 10th grade 2011 CSAP in each content area as 
measured by a Weighted Index score gain of 5 points in each area for the next three years, and increase ACT com-
posite score 0.4 points to 20. 

Climate (C): Students at Centaurus High School will indicate a 4% increase on the 2011 School Climate Survey in 
the following areas: sense of welcoming/acceptance; harassment; and high expectations.  

Transformational 

Strategies 

(Column 1 of Inquiry 5) 

E 

A 

 C  

Sta-
tus
* 

Evidence of Progress Elaboration/Comments/ 
Issues 

Partner with Colorado Youth 
for a Change (CYC) and the 
National Center for Student 
Engagement (NCSE) to re-
duce drop out rate, increase 
pass rate, and create an early 
monitor system for students. 

A 2 Monitoring System for Intervention 
(3) 

Standards Based Grading (2) 

Horizon Expansion (2) 

Weekly attendance reports are 
in place.  Progress reports are 
now simultaneously run with 
attendance reports.  Horizons 
has been expanded to include 
9th and 10th grade students, and 
after school hours.  Our gradua-
tion rate has improved from 
88% to 92%. 

Using the PLC model, the 
GVC will be implemented in 
each PLC and monitored 
through PLC SMART goals 
that align to the 3 school 
goals. (A) 

 

PLC Equity goals address 
special education students 
and EHL students, while 
boosting general education 
students’ performance. (E) 

A 

E 

  

3 Each PLC has created SMART goals 
for achievement, equity, and cli-
mate that align to the school’s 
goals. 

Each PLC has focused on EHL and 
SPED students. 

Every 2 weeks PLC grades are dis-
cussed with teachers. 

Common formative assessments 
are created in algebra 1 and are in 
the developing stages in other 
PLCs. 

We are on the 2nd year of imple-
menting PLCs from DuFour’s 
PLC model.  The CED is used in 
each PLC to design lessons us-
ing backward design.  Common 
formative assessments are at 
different stages in PLCs. 

Implement year 1 of Positive 
Behavior Supports (PBS) – 
HEART of a Warrior. 

C 3 Year 1 of PBS is implemented.  
Warrior Bucks are used. Assemblies 
recognizing students are occurring.  
PBS team meets monthly to con-
tinue development. 

Feb. 24th we held our CSAP/ACT 
assembly where we recognized 
559 students on their excep-
tional CSAP growth. 

Remove basic math classes, 
beginning with basic algebra 
1 and replace it with algebra 
1 taught over 2 years so that 
all students meet the stan-
dards of algebra 1. (E) 

Continue to remove basic 
math classes – basic geome-
try and basic algebra 2. (A) 

A 

E 

  

3 

  

  

  

  

3 

Basic algebra 1 has been removed. 

  

  

  

The removal of basic geometry and 
basic algebra 2 have occurred for 
the 2011-2012 year. 

Removing the basic track math 
classes will need to be sup-
ported with double dosed math 
classes or the curriculum taught 
over 2 years so that students 
can access the curriculum suc-
cessfully. 

ÃKey  3 = fully implemented   2 = implementation in progress  1= in planning stage  0 = cancelled or not started  
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March 21-29  SPRING BREAK! 

April 1  Cesar Chavez Celebration 

April 1 & 2  Forensics National Qualifying Tournament 

April 6 7 pm One-Act Auditions 

April 7  Swing into Spring Ice Cream Fling 

April 26-27  Special Schedule due to ACT testing 

April 28  Mandatory Senior Meeting 

April 29  No School for students 

May 5 9 am-noon Iron Chef Contest 

Important 
Dates: 

Individual Career and Academic 
Plans (ICAPs) are coming to Boul-
der Valley School District!  Begin-
ning in 2011-12, there will be a re-
newed and central focus for all 6th 
through 12th graders to create a vision for 
their world of work future.  Sixth through 
twelfth graders will use their online ac-
counts in one of two online career explora-
tion tools (College in Colorado or Navi-
ance) to match interests and skills with po-
tential career clusters or careers and learn 
what it will take to match their vision with 
the skills necessary to make that vision 
come true.  All students will be taught and 

will practice goal setting skills in 
the areas of post-secondary plan-
ning, academic planning, and extra-
curricular planning and will revisit 
those goals on an annual basis to 

reflect on what they have learned, what is 
working, and what needs to be 
changed.  ICAPs provide a tool to merge 
many aspects of a student’s life into a cen-
tralized plan for the future.  Watch the 
BVSD website and your school newsletters 
and websites for more about this exciting 
means to link current studies and activities 
with future planning.  ICAP…..linking to-
day with tomorrow’s vision. 

French students and possibly students from Spain, ages 
15-19, will be arriving in the Denver/Boulder 
area for short stays with families beginning in 
June.  Would you like to host a student this 
summer?  I am looking for families who are available for 3-5 

week home stays.  Because the students arrive at different intervals throughout the sum-
mer, I can look for a student who will match the interests and schedule of your fam-
ily.  Most students will have a class, internship or volunteer activities to keep them busy 
for part of their stay. 

Please contact joyweinstein@gmail.com for more information. 

Host an Exchange Student! 

mailto:joyweinstein@gmail.com
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FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCE News 

A team of six Centaurus students will proudly represent our 
school.  The students must research and invent a recipe 
meeting the district “Iron Chef” guidelines.                                                                                                 
The "Iron Chef" contest is the annual contest between high 

school Catering and ProStart classes.  The contest this year will be held on Thursday, 
May 5, 2011 at Broomfield High School from 9 am-12 noon.  The ultimate goal of this 
competition is to engage students in the School Food Project and healthy school food.  
The students will be required to create a meal that meets the federal and district crite-
ria for a reimbursable meal.  This means that each meal must contain a protein, grain, 
milk, fruit and vegetable or combination of the two.  The total cost of this meal should 
not exceed $1.20 as this is the actual amount we have to spend on lunches in the Boulder 
Valley School District. 

The theme for this year will be "Best Casserole" that does not contain pasta.  This dish 
should be one that would be easily replicated in our lunch program.  The deadline for 
recipe submission will be April 21, 2011.  The winning team will be awarded $500.00 to be 
used towards their Catering or ProStart program and their dish will be featured on next 
year's lunch menu and served throughout the Boulder Valley School District. 

 

 
 

 
 
The Child Development Class will be utilizing the  RealCare Baby.  The NEW RealCare Curricu-
lum will provide the students with a weekend experience with a  RealCare® Baby; crafted from 
soft vinyl and features real infant sounds, to simulate a newborn infant from birth to three 
months old. Baby comes in seven different head styles for both male and female, and fea-
tures a patented head and neck assembly that requires constant, proper head support just 
like a real baby. 
During the simulation, Baby cries to be cared for as a real infant would. The student must deter-
mine what Baby needs and respond in a timely manner. Baby must be fed, burped, rocked and 
diapered around the clock.  Five students at a time on four separate weekends will experience the  
RealCare Baby. 
The curriculum shows about healthy babies, healthy teens, healthy families and good decision-
making regarding the most important job anyone ever has – caring for the life of another.   It also 
gives students a realistic experience in caring for an infant in a safe environment with meaningful 
evaluation and feedback. Another goal of the program is to build character, teach responsibility, 
and encourage healthy babies, healthy families, and as a result, healthy communities. Last but not 
least, the students’ learn the impact babies have on a person’s lifestyle, extended family and fu-
ture, for informed life choices and behaviors.                                                                                                                         
Sincerely, Mrs. Eunice Vera, Family Consumer Science Department, eunice.vera@bvsd.org  
720-561-7664 

mailto:eunice.vera@bvsd.org
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Note from the Treasurer: 
The end of the school year 2010-2011 is approaching and this 

is a reminder that Student Class Fees remaining  balances can 

be viewed at Infinite Campus Student/Parent Portal. 

Payments can be made on-line at www.payforit.net . 

Seniors should pay any outstanding fees before check out dates May 17 ð 20,  2011. 

Any questions regarding student fees call Treasurer Office 720-561-5367 or e-mail 

Suyapa.koeller@bvsd.org 

Two great reasons students should join 

our Warrior Student Credit Union! 

 1)       It is a great place to learn about the impor-
tance of savings, establishing credit, and learning 
to manage a checking account BEFORE graduat-
ing high school. 

2)       Seniors who are members of the Warrior 
Student Credit Union could be awarded a college 
scholarship for this fall!  

The Warrior Student Credit Union provides the 
unique opportunity for students to get hands-on 
experience of using financial services before they 
graduate high school. Too many students go off to 
college without proper financial education and 
get into financial trouble rather quickly. 

The Warrior Student Credit Union is sponsored by 
Boulder Valley Credit Union which means stu-
dents can access their accounts free of charge at 
school during their lunch period, as well as 
around town and nationwide via any Credit Union 
Service Center! There are service centers and sur-
charge FREE ATMs on or nearby most US college 
campuses. 

Students can open their savings account with as 
little as $5 and there are NO monthly fees. And 
for a limited time, the credit union will match up 
to $20 of their initial deposit to double their sav-
ings balance right off the bat. They will enjoy 
higher interest rates on savings, lower service 

fees, and lower financing rates. In fact, parents 
and other family members can join the Boulder 
Valley Credit Union 
and enjoy these 
benefits as well. 
When banking fees 
and financing rates 
are on the rise these 
ŘŀȅǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
there is a low-cost 
alternative. 

In addition, Boulder Valley Credit Union endeav-
ors to support high school graduates in pursuit of 
higher education.  We know it is increasingly diffi-
cult to fund a college education and we invite you 
to apply for our 4th annual college scholarship. It is 
a great opportunity to earn extra college funds for 
tuition and books.  

Boulder Valley Credit Union will award one (1) 
$2,500 scholarship and five (5) $1,000 scholar-
ships to six (6) deserving high school seniors for a 
total of $7,500 THIS YEAR!   

Scholarship awards are based on a combination of 
high school academic standing, school/
community involvement, and merit. For more 
information, an application, and a checklist visit 
www.bvcu.org/scholarship or call 303.415.3504. 

College Scholarship applications are due by 
April 22, 2011 without exception! 

http://www.payforit.net
mailto:Suyapa.koeller@bvsd.org
http://www.bvcu.org/scholarship
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Check Writing Update: Centaurus participates in the Check Enforcement 
Program offered by Boulder County District Attorney Stanley L. Gar-
nett.  Check writers will be notified in writing if a check as been returned 
by our bank, and then will have 10 days to tender payment with a service 

charge of $25.00.  If the funds are not received, the check will be turned over to the District Attor-
ᴦᴝᴱMᴫ ᴌᴞᴞᴡᴛᴝ ᴞᴧᴪ ᴛᴪᴡᴥᴡᴦᴙᴤ ᴨᴪᴧᴫᴝᴛᴭᴬᴡᴧᴦ- 

Morning Student Drop-Off 

Please ONLY drop off students in 
the circle drive in front of the build-

ing.  The buses will not be using 

the circle anymore.  Please do not 
stop in the parking lot rows as this 

causes congestion and safety con-
cerns for students trying to cross 

the parking lot. 

Afternoon Student Pick-Up 

Please use the circle drive to pick up 
your student.  Please do NOT stop 

in the rows in the parking lot. 

On most days a campus monitor will 
be available to direct traffic and an-
swer questions.  Thanks for helping 
our students stay safe! 

P A RE N T P O R TA L  O N  IN F IN ITE  C A MP U S:  

The parent portal allows parents to access their student’s grades, attendance, schedule, contact 
information, fees and assignments. We believe that increased access for parents will lead to bet-

ter student attendance and grades. We also believe that this tool will help to bring communica-
tion between parents and students since students will know their parents can see how they are 

doing in school. Letters to parents, with their access codes and directions for use, are available in 

the Main Office. A photo ID will be required to receive the letter. If you have already established 
your portal account, you do not need to pick up a new access letter. Please contact Karen Melin 

at 720-561-5357 for additional information. 

Student Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures: 

P A R E N T  

L I S T S E R V E  

All parent/guardian email 
addresses that are in Infi-
nite Campus have been 
added to the Parent 

Listserve.  If you do NOT wish to receive 
emails from Centaurus High School, please 
send Karen Melin an email 
(Karen.Melin@bvsd.org) stating the wish to 
be removed.  Thank you. 

Parents...  

If you are receiving the newsletter by email 
and would also like a hard copy, OR  

if you’re receiving it through the mail and 
would like it by email, 

please contact Karen Melin at 

Karen.melin@bvsd.org. 

(Please provide your name, current address 

where you would like the newsletter sent, and 
your Student’s first and last name) 



Over the last month counselors have been visiting classrooms of all grade levels 
to discussion course selection for the 2011-12 school year, and also introduced 

all 9
th
 and 10

th
 grade students to Naviance.  This time of year is always an exciting time for stu-

dents and parents to plan for next year and start really exploring life after high school. 

     All 9
th
 , 10

th
, 11

th
 and incoming 8

th
 grade students were educated in high school graduation re-

quirements and colleges in Colorado entrance requirements.  Your student received a 4 year plan-
ning matrix to fill in and plan for next year and beyond (Toy Story reference).  Please sit down and 
have a discussion about how next year will look in regards to their future and how each class will 
help them get to graduation and to their post graduation goals. 

     The counselors also signed your student onto our fantastic career and post graduation planning 
program  called Naviance.  The studentôs completed the Personality Type Inventory that connects 
possible careers to majors that are related to that career field based on how they answered the 
questions.  We would highly recommend sitting down with your student and reviewing what results 
came from the personality type inventory and how it relates to post graduation education.  The 
website is:  http://connection,naviance.com/centaurushs .  Ask your student for their password, or 
you may contact the counseling office (720-561-5354 or 7753). 
     Itôs an exciting time in their life and a great opportunity to have a quality conversation about fu-

ture plans with your son or daughter. 
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Website - For Counseling information 

please refer to the Centaurus Website:  
http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh/  

SAT/ACT Testing ð Registration packets for the SAT and ACT tests are available in the Counseling 

Office and the Post Grad Center.  Information on SAT/ACT prep classes is also available.  You can 

register online for SAT at www.collegeboard.com  and for the ACT at www.actstudent.org   Upcom-

ing SAT/ACT dates are:  

American College Test (ACT) (TAKE THE 
OPTION AL ESSAY PORTION!) 

Website:  www.actstudent.org  

Test Date: June 11, 2011 

Register By: May 6, 2011 

College Entrance Examination Board Tests (CEEB) 

SAT I & II 

 
 

 

Website:  www.collegeboard.com 

Test Date: May 7, 2011 June 4, 2011 

Register By: April 8, 2011 May 6, 2011 

Check out our new scholarship booklet on the CHS website under counseling.  On the Post Grad 

page there is a link to the Centaurus scholarship book.  The book/spreadsheet will be updated 

throughout the year as new information comes in, so check it frequently.  Please also check the indi-

vidual college websites for scholarship information.  Some schools require a separate application for 

scholarships some do not.  Be sure to check deadlines and have all required documents sent in on 

time.  If you have any questions or need help identifying scholarships that you qualify for, please 

visit the post-grad center in the counseling office. 

http://connection,naviance.com/centaurushs
http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh/
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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AVID = ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION: 

AVID is having a very successful second semester.  The Seniors are 
starting to hear from colleges for next year; so far we have 
AVID Warriors accepted to University of Northern Colorado, Colorado 
State University, University of Great Falls, and Metropolitan State 
College of Denver.   n addition, this group of AVID students has been awarded $18,000 in scholar-
ships.  The Public Achievement Program is also going strong.  Please join the Cesar Chavez Cele-
bration on April 1st which includes Seeds of Justice March and Rally supported by one of our 9th 
grade AVID groups. Finally, the AVID Ski Trip was a great success. Over half of the group were 
first timers on skis or snowboards. They had a wonderful experience.  Thanks to Dr. Haniford, Mrs. 
Niccolls, and Mrs. Roberts for loaning the group clothes, and Mrs. Kirouac for donating old gloves 
and goggles for future use.  AVID would not succeed without the support of the community. 

FORENSICS 

We are gearing up for our final stretch. We competed in State Quals March 4 & 5. The State Tour-

nament is in Ft. Collins on March 18th & 19th. Our National Qualifying Tournament is on April 1 & 2. 
Nationals are being held in Dallas, Texas on June 13th – 18th.  We are very excited to compete in 

our final few tournaments! 

to Maggie Jackson for earning the 2nd alternate to Nationals in Congress! Nice 
job Maggie! 

March means CSAP in Colorado schools. At Centaurus great effort is made 
to motivate students to do their best and to make the testing environment a 
good fit for each learner. The CSAP Assembly included rallying speeches by 
teachers and give-aways for students. The students who are in Readers 
Workshop classes and ASC classes were prepared for testing. Increasingly 
longer periods of sustained silent reading over the months has ñbuilt musclesò 
required for maintaining the effort and focus needed on the CSAP. Reading/
learning strategies have been a primary focus in these support classes, and 
CSAP offers an opportunity for students to apply  these strategies. 

CSAP scores are actively used to make decisions about placement of students in classes. Our stu-

dents are aware of the role CSAP scores play in course selection process and were encouraged to 

do their best. We are looking forward  to celebrating studentsô success. 

L ITE R A C Y /E S L  D E PA R T M E N TS :  

Our next issues of the newspaper are The Oddity and our prom issue. Look 

for a throwback issue for our final issue of the year. The Odyssey will now be 
printing classifieds. If you would like to purchase an ad, contact 

chs.odyssey@bvsd.org or drop by the newspaper room, 207, during 7th pe-
riod. 

T H E  O DY S S E Y :  
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The math department is thankful for 
the voters of Boulder County who 
approved tax issue 3A last fall.  With-
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
not be thinking about document 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ άǎƳŀǊǘέ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
boards, graphing calculator emulators, and pens that 
record voice connected to specific notes.  We look 
forward to seeing this technology in place so that 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ όǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 

document camera), experiment with 
theories using applets (and a smart 
board), and catch up from missed 
classes by listening to another stu-
ŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎ όǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŜƴύΦ 
Also, thanks to Impact on Education 

who recently provided some new graphing calcula-
tors. These will join our aging set of loaner calcula-
tors that are checked out to students in need each 
year. 

M A TH  D E PA R TM E N T :  

Happy spring from the Social Studies Department!  In our 
final quarter of school this year our classes are focusing on 
modern history, as well as preparing for district assess-
ments, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaure-
ate exams.  We wish success to all assessment and exam 
takers!  The Social Studies department wants to personally 
thank the wonderful parents who provided us with delicious 
food during our conferences. We cannot thank you enough 
for that amazing food! We would also like to thank all of the 
parents who came to Parent-Teacher conferences. We had 
an amazing turnout this year!  

As always, our department would also like to continue to encourage people to buy King Soopers 
grocery certificates through the school to support our Activity Pass Scholarship Fund.  Thank you 
to everyone who has donated thus far! 

S O C IA L  S TU D IE S :  

Greetings from the Special Education Department!   With CSAP testing for 

freshmen and sophomores under our belts, we now look forward to ACT test-

ing for juniors on April 26 and 27.  We want to remind them that a good 

nightôs sleep and a hearty breakfast before the test will help them concentrate 

and do better on the test.  As we look forward to next year, if you or your stu-

dent have any questions about scheduling or course requests, please contact 

your case manager.   We are here to help you chose the appropriate classes 

and ensure that your student has the support he/she needs in classes. 

S PE C IA L  E D U C A T IO N  D E PA R TM E N T:  
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Boulder VGT Presentation for all parents 
April 14th    Linda Silverman, PhD --Perfectionism  

Fairview High School, 1515 Greenbriar Blvd, Boulder   
 

Perfectionism comes with the territory of giftedness and is its least appreciated 
aspect. Impossible dreams are realized, unrealistic goals achieved, insur-
mountable obstacles surmounted by individuals whose vision is a more power-
ful reality than the limitations most of the world accepts as real. The drive for 
excellence only visits those who have the capacity to attain it. Perfectionism is 
a function of asynchrony, as a more advanced mind sets more advanced 
goals. Personality type plays a role as well: introverts are more likely to be perfectionists than ex-
troverts. Environment can exacerbate this trait. When schoolwork is too easy, the only challenge a 
gifted child can create is accomplishing it perfectly. Perfectionism has the potential for propelling 
one toward unparalleled greatness or plummeting one into despair. The secret to harnessing its 
energy is learning how to set priorities. Hints for channeling perfectionism will be provided.  

 

Library:  
Thanks to all our volunteers who helped with INVENTORY! 

TA G /L IB R A R Y  N E W S :  

Scott Wickham 

(720) 561-7734 

Scott.Wickham@bvsd.org 

The CHS        Vocal Music           Newsletter  

Choir Auditions Happening After Spring Break  

It is more than just a class.  It is a family, a team, and a group of students working toward one 
goal.  For some students it may be the reason they come to school every day.  For others it may be the 

beginning of a life-long career as a music teacher or performer. 

 If you would like to be part of an award-winning program that is challenging, exciting, and a lot of fun, 
sign up for an audition slot in the choir room.  Auditions will be held once we return from Spring Break. 

Swing Into Spring 

On Thursday, April 7 the CHS choirs will be having its 3rd annual Swing Into Spring Ice Cream 
Fling.  Come enjoy a casual concert that is more of a variety show while being served an ice cream sun-

dae made just the way you want it.  Toward the end each choir will be performing one of its spring rep-

ertoire.  Admission is $5 a person. 

Upcoming Dates:  Mar. 30        Choir auditions begin 

Apr. 7          3rd Annual “Swing Into Spring Ice Cream Fling” 

Apr. 15         CHSAA Vocal Jazz Festival (Fermata the Blue) 

Apr. 28         UNC/Greeley Jazz Festival (Fermata the Blue and Festival Choir) 

May 10         Awards potluck 6pm 

May 10         Spring concert 7:30pm 

May 21         Graduation (FTB performs SSB) 
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  "What are all those people 
doing?" I asked my friend 35 
years ago when we passed a 
cafe at her school, the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology. 
The entire cafe was alive 
with people chatting, but 
their lips were not moving 
much. Their hands, however, 
were flying. "Oh," she said, 
"they're all deaf!"  
    At first I didn't believe 

her.  I had never seen a deaf person or 
even anyone signing. Back when I grew up, deaf 
children were whisked away early each Monday 
morning on buses and sent to school for an en-
tire week before returning to their families on 
Friday afternoons. I had no idea that day that I 
would become a sign language interpreter and 
spend decades working in the deaf community. 
  I received my training at Front Range Commu-
nity College  in the 80's and did my internship at 
CU. After that I worked in several school districts 
interpreting for deaf students, K-12. I also 
worked in education at the University level and 
have maintained a private practice for  more 
than 25 years. I have done all kinds of interpret-
ing but I particularly enjoy the medical  and edu-
cational settings.  I love the variety of my inter-
preting work and also how much I learn. It's very 
exciting, never knowing what I will walk into. 

    One of the more unique jobs I've had 
was supervising all deaf high school work 
groups in Rocky Mountain National Park with the 
Student Conservation Association. We would 
camp out in the backcountry and build trails for 3 
weeks, and then spend a week backpacking 

before returning to "civilization".   
    Over the years I have taught in a variety of 
settings. I really like sharing the language with 
all its idioms and nuances. Usually we sit in a 
circle. Sign language is visual and that way we 
can all see each other.  My classes feature  dif-
ferent activities where students might be playing 
sign language bingo one day, presenting a song 
or book they choose in sign language another 
day, doing fingerspelling puzzles the next day, 
or learning about deaf culture.  It is a bit different 
than other classes and is quite fun. 
    Sign language is the third most commonly 
used language in our country. You never know 
when it might come in handy, like the day I just 
happened to sit next to a deaf woman on a bus. 
She was delighted when she realized that I 
could sign and I really enjoyed our conversation 
as did she. Or another morning when I spotted 
an old interpreter friend at a red light and we 
caught up pretty quickly in the two minutes we 
had without ever getting out of our cars. 
    Then there was a party where there hap-
pened to be a couple other interpreters. People 
were playing Pictionary, so we teamed up and 
let me tell you we had a jolly time winning hand-
ily (pun intended!) Being honest folks, we even-
tually did fess up to our ruse, but it was fun to 
fool our friends at least for a little while. 
  I find teaching  at Centaurus to be both chal-
lenging and rewarding. I am especially enjoying 
getting to know the students, a rare luxury in my 
earlier work as  a substitute teacher. We have 
some exceptional students here at Centaurus 
and I am honored to be part of their journey. 

Janet Roberts, World Language Dept.  

W O RL D  L AN G U A G E S:  



Building self esteem and positive relationships in girls!  
Mature, professional staff, and excellent safety record.  Accredited by the Association for 

Experiential Education.  4-12 day overnight and day-camp programs.   
 

 

 

 

 Please call 303-938-9191 to enroll or get more information. 

Or, join us for a slideshow at the Boulder REI. 

 6:30 pm,  March 17, April 11, May 5, June 1 

 

 

 

WWW.WOMENSWILDERNESS.ORG 

Providing girls with high quality outdoor adventure since 1998. 
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Ages 8-18 
(or entering 5th-12th grades) 

 

Backpacking 

Rock Climbing 

Outdoor Skills 
 

The adventure of  

a lifetime! 
 

Courage 

Strong Girls. Strong Women.  
Better World.  

 

Forty full and partial scholarships available for 

this summer!   

 

http://www.womenswilderness.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

Mar. 27  Mar. 28  Mar. 29  

 
LAST DAY 
OF SPRING 

BREAK!!!!! 

Mar. 30  

-Choir audi-

tions begin 

Mar. 31  April 1  

-Cesar Chavez 

celebration 

2  

3  4  5  6  

-One-Act 
Auditions 7 

pm 

 

 

7  

-3rd annual òSwing 
Into Springó Ice 
Cream Fling 7:30 

pm 

8  

-Reg. deadline 

for 5/7 SAT 

9  

10  11  

-PEN Presen-
tation òGirlsõ 
Wilderness 

Programó 

 

 

12  13  

 

14  

-Boulder VGT 
Presentation Fair-

view HS 

15  

-CHSAA Vocal 

Jazz Festival 

16  

 

17  18  

 

19  20  

 

21  

-Reg. deadline for 

Iron Chef 

 

22  

-Reg. deadline 
for Credit 
Union scholar-

ship 

 

23  

24  25  26  

 

27  

-ACT for 

Juniors! 

 

 

28 -UNC/ Greeley 

Jazz Festival 
-PEN Pres. òGet 

Real, Girlsó 
-Senior Meeting/ 
Student Council 

elections 

29  

NO SCHOOL 
FOR STU-

DENTS!!!!! 

30  

Forensics Natõl Qualifying 

Tournament 

Special Schedule due to 

ACTs 

Forensics Natõl Qualifying 

Tournament 



CENTAURUS HIGH SCHOOL 

PARENT DONATIONS 

Parents who wish to send donations to Centaurus High School may send or bring Tax-
deductible gift donations to the CHS Treasurer. You may indicate how you would like your 
donation to be utilized.  Some of our needs include: improvement of technology, Science 
equipment and materials, calculators for Math, Music, Theatre, and Journalism equipment 
and materials, support for the LINKS program, and individual students’ needs. 
 

We greatly appreciate your support and assistance!!! 

 

Donor’s Name ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  _________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _______________________________State ______________Zip ______________ 

 

Amount __________________________________________________________________ 

 

How you would like your donation utilized ______________________________________ 

 

_____  I would like to be acknowledged for this gift in the school’s newsletter. 

 

______ I wish to remain anonymous. 

 

Please return to:  Centaurus High School 

     10300 South Boulder Road 

     Lafayette, Colorado 80026 
 

     Attention: Suyapa Koeller, Treasurer 

P A R E N T DON A T ION  F OR M :  




