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Dear Warrior Parents,

On March 1%t, 2" 3 8" and 9™, all freshmen and sophomores will
participate in the CSAP test. Our school uses these scores to deter-
mine what types of classes to offer (advanced and/or support
classes). This is also an opportunity for students to participate in a
high stakes testing environment so that they are better prepared for
the high stakes testing environment of the ACT. Thank you for en-
couraging your student to try their best on this test. The teachers and
administration also look forward to serving our freshmen and sopho-
mores breakfast each Wednesday morning of the two weeks of test-
ing!

On April 27", all 11" grade students will participate in the ACT test. In
addition to taking the ACT in the 11" grade, it is highly recommended
that students re-take the ACT again during the first semester of their
senior year. Students are often more familiar with the test’s format the
second time, and they have acquired new knowledge by their senior
year, so it is advisable for students to take the ACT again. The April
27" ACT test is a great opportunity for students to receive feedback on
their present ACT achievement. An ACT prep class at CHS is being
offered to 11" grade students to help them prepare. | highly encour-
age all juniors to take this ACT prep class. Please contact Karen
Melin, in the main office, to register for this course.

The Boulder Valley School District will soon send every BVSD family
the “Parent Snapshot Survey.” We hope that you will please take a
few minutes to complete the survey so that we may respond to your
needs. Your input is important to us!

I would like to thank the many parents who brought food for our teach-
ers and staff during parent-teacher conferences. It means so much to
us that you have taken the time to support out teachers. Thank you
for your continued support of our students, teachers, and staff!

Sincerely,
Rhonda Haniford, Principal
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Dear Parents of a 9" Grade Student, Gregory A. Cocking, Assistant Principal

From March 1st to the 9th, our 9™ grade students will participate in the reading, writing and math
CSAP tests. These tests include questions that require written answers, as well as multiple-choice
items. Six state literacy standards are measured on the reading and writing CSAP tests, including
reading comprehension, writing for a variety of purposes and audiences, and writing using correct
grammar and spelling. The State math standards are assessed with a separate test. The math
assessment requires students to solve mathematical problems, to do computation, and to commu-
nicate their answers effectively.

Each test (reading, writing and math) has three sessions, for a total of nine sessions. Each ses-
sion lasts approximately one hour. The three tests (nine sessions) will be administered over the
course of three days, with three sessions per day.

You will receive a report describing your child's achievement for each of these three CSAP tests in
late August. The report will include your child's performance compared to the State's reading, writ-
ing and math standards. Teachers also receive this information and use it as one indicator of stu-

dent performance and progress over time.

Please know that parents may refuse to allow their child to participate in CSAP testing. When this
happens, parents and teachers are denied useful information about that student’s academic per-
formance and progress over time. The student is also denied the opportunity to prepare for the
ACT through the structured testing environment CSAP provides. Furthermore, when test scores
are published at www.schoolview.org and used to measure Adequate Yearly Progress in accor-
dance with federal accountability requirements, the school’s results may be negatively impacted.

If you request that your student should not participate in CSAP testing, you will need to schedule
an appointment with Dr. Haniford and Mr. Fernandez to approve the request. A formal approval
process is in place at schools to secure the fidelity of the test and respect parents’ requests.

Regardless of your decision, attendance during testing days is mandatory and students will be su-
pervised.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Haniford, Ph.D.

Principal —— Page 2
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Dear Parents of a 107 Grade Student, Gregory A. Cocking, Assistant Principal

From March 1st to the 9th, 10" grade students will participate in the reading, writing, math, and
science CSAP tests. These tests include questions that require written answers, as well as multi-
ple-choice items. Six state literacy standards are measured on the reading and writing CSAP
tests, including reading comprehension, writing for a variety of purposes and audiences, and writ-
ing using correct grammar and spelling. The State math standards are assessed with a separate
test. The math assessment requires students to solve mathematical problems, to do computation,
and to communicate their answers effectively. The science assessment requires students to com-
municate effectively about scientific investigations, including experimental design, data analysis
and results, in the areas of physical, life and earth and space sciences.

Each test (reading, writing, science and math) has three sessions, for a total of twelve sessions.
Each session lasts approximately one hour. These four tests (twelve sessions) will be adminis-
tered over the course of two weeks, with three sessions held per day.

You will receive a report describing your child's achievement for each of these four CSAP tests in
late August. The report will include your child's performance compared to the State's reading, writ-
ing, math, and science standards. Teachers also receive this information and use it as one indica-
tor of student performance and progress over time.

Please know that parents may refuse to allow their child to participate in CSAP testing. When this
happens, parents and teachers are denied useful information about that student’s academic per-
formance and progress over time. The student is also denied the opportunity to prepare for the
ACT through the structured testing environment CSAP provides. Furthermore, when test scores
are published at www.schoolview.org and used to measure Adequate Yearly Progress in accor-
dance with federal accountability requirements, the school’s results may be negatively impacted.

If you request that your student should not participate in CSAP testing, you will need to schedule
an appointment with Dr. Haniford and Mr. Fernandez to approve the request. A formal approval
process is in place at schools to secure the fidelity of the test and respect parents’ requests.

Regardless of your decision, attendance during testing days is mandatory and students will be su-
pervised.

Sincerely,

Rhonda Haniford, Ph.D.
Principal
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March CSAP Tests Are Coming!

March CSAP testing will begin on Tuesday, March
1%t It will include three sessions each of Reading,
Writing and Math for students in grades 9 and 10.
10™ graders also take three sessions of Science.
Parents of students in CSAP grades will receive
more information from the school's principal about
the Reading, Writing, Math and Science (for 10"
grade only) tests.

CSAP results from all March testing will arrive in
late August. Parents will receive the CSAP results
directly from the school.

Students who receive accommodations in their
classes because they have been documented as

English language learners or as having learning,
literacy or physical disabilities will receive accom-
modations on CSAP. These accommodations are
designed to insure students have ample opportu-
nity to demonstrate their knowledge in areas tested
by CSAP.

CSAP results for the school are reported in late
July or early August. While these tests are impor-
tant, they are only one way in which we measure
our students' achievement and the success of our
school. Teachers' daily observations tell us more
about the progress each child is making. CSAP
tests and other external tests are an additional way
of measuring achievement that can offer informa-
tion about our progress and areas to improve.

CENTAURUS HIGH SCHOOL CSAP CLASS SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 28 —

MARCH 11, 2011

WEEK ONE WEEK TWO

SCHEDULE

Monday, Feb. 28 Monday, March 7

Regular Day Schedule (7 periods) for all students.

Tuesday, March 1 Tuesday, March 8

Morning Schedule
Grades 9 & 10:
Grades 11 & 12:
Afternoon Schedule
All students attend the following classes:

CSAP testing from 7:30 ¢ 11:25
No morning classes*

11:30¢12:20 Lunch
12:25¢1:.00  Period 1
1:05¢ 1:40 Period 2
1:45¢ 2:20 Period 3
2:25¢ 3:00 Period 4
Wed., March 2 Wed., March 9 Morning Schedule
Grades 9 & 10: Pancake Breakfast from 7:00 ¢ 8:00
CSAP testing from 8:10 ¢ 12:05
Grades 11 & 12: No morning classes*

Afternoon Schedule
All students attend the following classes:

12:10 ¢ 1:00 Lunch

1:05¢ 1:40 Period 5
1:45¢ 2:20 Period 6
2:25¢ 3:00 Period 7

Thurs., March 3 Thurs., March 10

Regular Day Schedule (seven periods) for all students.

Friday, March 4 Friday, March 11

Regular Day Schedule (seven periods) for all students.

*During CSAP, Centaurus runs extra AP/IB sessions for Juniors and Seniors;

the schedule for these extra sessions is not yet finalized.

—— Page 4




Important Feb. 21 NO SCHOOL!
Dates: Feb. 23 7 pm Orchestra Concert

Feb. 24 Assembly Schedule
Feb. 24 3:30 pm Parent/Teacher Conferences
Feb. 25 NO SCHOOL!
Feb. 25 AVID Field Trip to Eldora
Feb. 25 NO SCHOOL for students
March 1-2 CSAP Schedule
March 1-2 Course Selection for 9th Graders
March 4 Registration Deadline for 4/9 ACT
March 4-5 Forensics State Qualifying Tournament
March 8-9 CSAP Schedule
March 11, 12 7:30 pm Once Upon a Mattress production
March 13 2 pm Once Upon a Mattress production
March 13 7pm An Evening of One-Acts
March 18, 19 7:30 pm Once Upon a Mattress production
March 21-29 SPRING BREAK!!!

*/, Boulder Valley Bvsnpm"ngMUNr',c':Tf" toall parents
School District arent Snapshot Surveys coming in

February (online) and March (mailed) X‘ R

BVSD surveys students, parents and staff each year in order to gather information that can

be used to guide efforts to improve schools. The survey of parents is called the “Parent Snapshot Sur-
vey” and parents will be receiving it in the next few weeks. We hope all parents and guardians will take a
moment to complete and return this survey. The more parents who participate, the more accurately the
survey data will reflect parents’ perceptions and opinions. The survey results are reviewed by school
staff to determine what programs and processes are working and which ones need improve-

ment. Consequently, the survey results can have a significant impact on school operations.

Again this year, the Parent Snapshot Survey will be administered online for all parents who have pro-
vided an email address to their student’s school and who receive all communication in English. This sup-
ports a greener and more cost effective process by reducing the amount of paper used, mailing cost,
and data entry required. We also hope this will increase the parent participation rate. Online surveys will
be sent by email in February.

If there is not an email address associated to your household or if your primary language is Spanish, you
will receive a survey via U.S. postal service consistent with last year. Paper surveys will be mailed at the
beginning of March.

Because the same survey has been given for several years, school staff and School Accountability
Committees are able to study trends and patterns in responses. All of this information helps schools
serve you in the best way possible.

Page 5



a Youth Connection Guide | action, and many more. For "\
online at http.// more information contact the
 www.volunteerconnection.net/ - Volunteer Connec-
| db/2011 youthquide.pdfthat is tion at 303-444 -
:filled with volunteer jobs for kids 4904 or visit their website at
1of all ages. Issues that volunteers www.volunteerconnection.net
:can work for include animals and

SN e e r e r omm x s mm r mm x s mm ok mm  mm s mm % o  mm h Mm% mm s mm h M ks mm % M r mm s mm f mm  mm s mm kM s mm h mm ko mm r mm o |
*’%‘N The Volunteer Connection |pets, education, the envi- i

‘ ll, of Boulder County provide§ ronment, community, social :

& i

<

)—

Centaurus Alumni Make a Splash in the Theatre World!

¢g2 FT2NNSNI/Sydald2NUHza addzRSyda | yR
DS2FFNBe YSyid FyR !'yiK2yed wSAYSNE
Geoffrey Kent is the resident fight director for the Denver Center Theatre Com-
pany and the Colorado Shakespeare Festival, as well as the stage combat instruc-
tor for the National Theatre Conservatory and the University of Denver. He is cur-
rently the president of the Society of American Fight Directors, the largest organi-
zation of stage combatants in the world. He was recently seen in The Taming of
the Shrewas Grumio, for which he received the Denver Post Ovation award for
Best Supporting Actor. Kent is currently performing at the Arvada Center in Lion in
Winter.

Anthony Reimer is getting ready to perform in the Off-Broadway revival of Cactus
Flower his first Off-Broadway experience. He recently performed with Capital
Repertory and the Pensacola Shakespeare Festival. He can also be seen in Ritz
camera commercials, in an episode of Rescue Meas well as online in EvenFlo's
"The Savvy Parents Guide."

Both men starred as Dauntless in Centaurus productions of Once Upon A Mattress

— Page 6
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Money Skills

Most teens would rather spend
money than save. Surveys continue
to indicate that fewer than half of par-
ents claim they sit down and talk with
their teenagers about the benefits of
savings, how to keep track of their
expenses, or even help them set up
a budget. Studies indicate that hands
-on financial experience is an invalu-
able way to teach young adults about
handling, spending, and saving their money.

Helping teens learn good money management
skills is crucial for success in life and can put
them on the right road, and heading in the right
direction to achieve their financial goals. It is
NEVER too early and, of course, never too late
to learn responsible use of money!

In recent years, the Colorado State Board of
Education adopted revised standards that in-
cluded the integration of Personal Financial Lit-
eracy Standards into the Boulder Valley High
Schools. Centaurus High School has partnered
with Boulder Valley Credit Union, a not-for-profit
organization committed to improving the per-
sonal financial literacy in our schools.
Boulder Valley Credit Union sponsors our War-
rior Student Credit Union. Their main purpose/
objective is to inspire students to learn personal
money management skills through hands-on
learning BEFORE they graduate high school and
move away. This unique approach has proven to
be far more effective in teaching students the
benefits savings, using credit wisely and effec-
tive money management skills than the tradi-
tional method of opening a savings account for a
student when they are very young and making
deposits for them.
The benefits of students joining the Warrior Stu-
dent Credit Union are simple:
+ aconvenient place to saving money and learn
proper money management skills
+ alow minimum savings balance requirements
($5) without monthly service fees

0 Raising Money Smart Kids

+ the opportunity for students to
manage a checking account and es-
tablish credit before they graduate
from high school

One of the best benefits of joining
the student credit union is that stu-
dents can continue using their ac-
counts long after they graduate high
school. There are thousands of
Credit Union Service Centers
(4,200+) and CO-OP Network ATMs (28,000)
located conveniently throughout the U.S.

The Warrior Student Credit Union is sched-
uled to open February 22, 2011 in the Stu-
dent Center and will be open during lunch
time. Check the Warrior Student Credit Un-
ion website www.bvcu.org.org/wartriors for
more information.

If helping your student learn good money man-
agement skills is important to you, then learn
more about the benefits of credit union member-
ship and encourage your teen to join their War-
rior Student Credit Union. In fact, parents can
join too and save money on all of their financial
services.

College Scholarships now available!

Graduating seniors please note: Joining the
Warrior Student Credit Union is an excellent fi-
nancial decision. You not only can instantly save
money and continue using your accounts when
you move away to college, but you can also ap-
ply for one of six College Scholarships with a
chance to be awarded up to $2,500. Visit
www.bveu.org/scholarship for the application
form, or call 303-415-3504 with any questions.
The Warrior Student Credit Union is here to help
you. Be a good role model and encourage your
student to join the Warrior Student Credit Union
for a lifetime of savings.

Steve Carr
// 303-415-3504
Boulder Valley www.bveu.org
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D B Id V “ Operational Services
ou er a ev 720-561-5052
School District o T o ens
6500 East Arapahoe, PO Box 9011
Boulder, CO 80301

September 1, 2010

SCHOOL CLOSURE INFORMATION

Fall is here and the changing seasons remind us that inclement weather can result in school being
closed for one or more days. We all need to plan ahead and be ready in case that happens.

School district officials have a responsibility to keep the schools in session except under the most
extreme conditions. In the case of extreme inclement weather, parents are requested to make the
decision regarding attendance or late arrival of their children. A personal contact by the parent or a
written note to school building officials will excuse a student's late arrival or absence during these
conditions.

Occasionally, the weather is severe enough that it is necessary to close schools in all or part of the
district. When this occurs, it is extremely important that working parents have pre-arranged child
care available to them; arrangements with a friend or neighbor; provisions at a child care center;
child care leave from work (if available); arrangements with a neighborhood teenager who also
would be out of school; etc. It is very important that parents make these arrangements now, since
the weather is unpredictable and often we are hit with storms early in the school year. The school
district web site will continue to be the official public notification of school closures

www.bvsd.org .

Whenever it is necessary to close schools, the district immediately contacts the following radio and
tv stations:

KWGN-TV CHANNEL 2 KOA 850 AM
KCNC-TV CHANNEL 4 KRCN 1060 AM
KMGH -TV CHANNEL 7 ONDA 1150 AM
CHANNEL 8 ALICE 105.9 FM

KUSA-TV CHANNEL 9 KBCO 97.3 FM

FOX 31 NEWS CHANNEL 13 KGNU 88.5 FM
KOSI 101.1 FM

Notification is given prior to 6:00 a.m., or as soon as the decision is made to close during the da
Typically the media will release information only if school is closed. In most cases, no announc

ment will mean that schools are open.
—— Page 8
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Program offered by Boulder County District Attorney Stanley L. Gar- :
nett. Check writers will be notified in writing if a check as been returned :
by our bank, and then will have 10 days to tender payment with a service§
i charge of $25.00. If the funds are not received, the check will be turned over to the District Attor-
%r:EMn £t ODSWT S SAY TWYwWewrsaeg NWANSTEAAWAT - :

PARENT
LISTSERVE
All parent/guardian email
rddresses thagare in Infy n
nite Campus have been
added to the Parent

! Parents...
i If you are receiving the newsletter by email
and would also like a hard copy, OR
i if youdre receiving
would like it by email,
please contact Karen Melin at

| Karen.melin@bvsd.org . .|| Listserve. If you do NOT wish to receive
(Please provide your name, current address | || emails from Centaurus High School, please
where you would like the newsletter sent, and | send Karen Melin an email

your Studentos fir st (Rdréh.Meing&lbvsd.a)@tating the wish to
be removed. Thank you.

Student Drop - Off & Pick -Up Procedures:

Morning Student Drop - Off Afternoon Student Pick  -Up

Please ONLY drop off students in m Please use the circle drive to pick up

the circle drive in front of the build- o5 ” \ & your student. Please do NOT stop
ing. The buses will not be using /o°) =N in the rows in the parking lot.
the circle anymore. Please do not 3 '

On most days a campus monitor wifl
be available to direct traffic and an-
swer questions. Thanks for helping
our students stay safe!

stop in the parking lot rows as this
causes congestion and safety con-
cerns for students trying to cross
the parking lot.

PARENT PORTAL ON INFINITE CAMPUS:

The parent portal allows parents to access t
information, fees and assignments. We believe that increased access for parents will lead to bet-
ter student attendance and grades. We also believe that this tool will help to bring communica-
tion between parents and students since students will know their parents can see how they are
doing in school. Letters to parents, with their access codes and directions for use, are available in
the Main Office. A photo ID will be required to receive the letter. If you have already established
your portal account, you do not need to pick up a new access letter. Please contact Karen Melin

at 720-561-5357 for additional information.

— Page 9
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A Message from Boulder County Public Health
rgﬁéfféﬁé?ﬁ?é Pertussis Advisory  October 25, 2010

b

Widespread Increase in Reported Pertussis Casese  The iliness begins with a cough L
There has been a widespread increase in the num-  that progressively becomes more severe until

ber of reported cases of Pertussis across Colo- the person develops coughing fits. Vomiting,
rado, and they are not limited to any one geo- breathlessness, a change in facial color, and/
graphic area or age group. or a whooping sound may follow the coughing

e During September, 46 cases of Pertussis were_ 1. Fever is absent or minimal.
reported in Colorado in 18 different counties. Pertussis Vaccine
Typically, about 14 cases of Pertussis are re- The Pertussis booster (Tdap) is recommended for
ported in September. adolescents 11-12 years of age, or in place of 1 Td
e Nationally, more Pertussis cases have been booster in older adolescents and adults through

reported during 2010 than during the same ~ age 64.

timeframe in 2009, and a number of states  Students in grades 612 are REQUIRED to have a

are experiencing Pertussis increases. Tdap vaccination or an exemption to immunization
Pertussis Symptoms to comply with the Colorado Board of Health school
Pertussis, or whooping cough, is a contagious dis-immunization requirements.
ease that can cause a prolonged and sometimes
severe cough iliness. Pertussis is spread by respi
ratory droplets and contact with respiratory secre- compliant for the Tdap vaccination. If you are not

tions. sure whether your student is compliant please con-
e Symptoms usually develop 7 to 10 days after tact Debbie Strand, Health Para at 72661-7727

exposure (range 45 21 days) or deborah.strand@bvsd.org

‘We still have many of our students who are not

As we enter into cold and flu season, just a reminder:
GUIDELINES FOR KEEPING YOUR STUDENT HOME

e Fever, vomiting, or diarrheaYou student should remain home f3F hoursafter symptoms end.

e Cold / Respiratory Viruses: Keep your student home at the beginning of a cold. This is also the time
when one is most infectious and least likely to feel well enough to participate in class. When s/he fee
better and no longer has a persistent cough, it is permissible to return to school.

e Strep throat: Your student may return to schoalfter taking the antibiotic 24 hours, feeling better,
and being free of symptoms.

e Chicken Pox:Your student should stay home until there are no new lesions and all existing lesions
have scabbed over.

e Eye: Any eye infection must be treated by a physician before the student returns to school. If antibiot
therapy is prescribed, the student must remain home for at Balsburs after treatment has begun
and must be free of eye drainage.

e Open Sores on SkinAll skin lesions must be covered by a bandage or clothing during the school|day.
This may include impetigo, ring worm, scabies, and other fungal, bacterial, or viral skin infections.

e Generalized Skin Rash:Any student with an undiagnosed skin rash must be seen by a physician for
diagnosis and/or treatment before returning to school with a note from the health care provider.

e Head Lice: Your student may return to school only after treatment with lice shampoo.
A student will be sent home from school if s/he has any of the above conditions and/or has a tempeya-
ture of 101 degrees F or more. Page 10
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College Financial Aid/Scholarships

Go online or pick up a FAFSA Work-
sheet in the Counseling office, fill it out
and submit it after January 1st.

Scholarship information is available on
our website and in the Post Grad Cen-
ter, Room 101A.

The Centaurus Scholarship Book
information regarding local and na-
tional scholarships listed by deadline
date and includes a short description
of application requirements.

Several very good web
ship searches are available.

has

Scholarship Websites:

1. www.scholarships.com
www.fastweb.com  [huge site]
www.finaid.org/scholarships
www.4scholarships.4anything.com
www.freescholarship.com
www.college -scholarships.com
www.scholarshiphelp.org
[understanding scholarships]
8. www.cesda.org [financial
aid/scholarship info]
9. www.collegeboard.org
ship search]
10. www.collegenet.com/mach25
[database of over 600,000 awards]
11. www.commonapp.org [financial
aid/scholarship info]

Noo~wWN

[free scholar-

-based schola r-

12.

13.

Stop by the Post Grad Center or schedule an appointment to
discuss scholarship opportunities available to Centaurus stu-
dents. Below you will find helpful information that can assist

www.wiredscholar.com [scholarship

info tied to Sallie Mae Corp.]
www.wiche.edu (Western Under-
graduate Exchange Program (WUE) -
reduced out of state tuition for Colo-

rado students)

Scholarship Websites:

1.

Noogopkwd

10.

11.

12.

13.

www.scholarships.com
www.fastweb.com  [huge site]
www.finaid.org/scholarships
www.4scholarships.4anything.com
www.freescholarship.com
www.college -scholarships.com
www.scholarshiphelp.org
[understanding scholarships]
www.cesda.org [financial
aid/scholarship info]
www.collegeboard.org
ship search]
www.collegenet.com/mach25

[database of over 600,000 awards
www.commonapp.org  [financial
aid/scholarship info]
www.wiredscholar.com [scholarship
info tied to Sallie Mae Corp.]
www.wiche.edu (Western Under-
graduate Exchange Program (WUE) -
reduced out of state tuition for Colo-

rado students)

[free scholar-

Page 11


http://bvsd.org/schools/centaurus/postgradcenter/Documents/shared%20Scholarship%20file.pdf
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.4scholarships.4anything.com/
http://www.freescholarship.com/
http://www.college-scholarships.com/
http://www.scholarshiphelp.org/
http://www.cesda.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.wiredscholar.com/
http://www.wiche.edu%20(Western%20Undergraduate%20Exchange%20Program%20(WUE)
http://www.wiche.edu%20(Western%20Undergraduate%20Exchange%20Program%20(WUE)
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.4scholarships.4anything.com/
http://www.freescholarship.com/
http://www.college-scholarships.com/
http://www.scholarshiphelp.org/
http://www.cesda.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.wiredscholar.com/
http://www.wiche.edu%20(Western%20Undergraduate%20Exchange%20Program%20(WUE)
http://www.wiche.edu%20(Western%20Undergraduate%20Exchange%20Program%20(WUE)

Website - For Counseling information
@Mﬁﬂ@@ [I[m@ @ﬁ)[m@[r please refer to the Centaurus Website:
’.» i http.//schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh/

Counselors

Hard to believe how quickly the year is flying by! Let me briefly introduce
myself. | am Pam Roberts, the new counselor hired to take Nick Vanderpol's
spot with the A-H kids. | come to Centaurus after 17 years of teaching Span-
ish at Broomfield High. | am thrilled to be here, and have been overwhelmed with
how welcoming and supportive you all have been as | learn the ropes of counseling. Sort of
like juggling flaming chain saws, but I'm loving it!

One of the new items that has been added to all of our plates is the ICAP. This is a word you will
soon be as familiar with as CSAP’s, Naviance, and Flaming Hot Cheetos. ICAP stands for Individual
Career and Academic Plan, which is a collection of personal information that helps students and their
parent/legal guardian/school counselor and teachers look at who their students want to be, what they
need to learn, and what they need to do to make their vision happen. This has been mandated by the
state legislature, so we (counselors, teachers, and administrators) are working hard to make these
ICAPs a reality. The district has graciously given me a description to include in the newsletters:

Individual Career and Academic will be taught and will practice goal

Plans [CAPs) are coming to Boul- setting skills in the areas of pest

der Valley School District'Begin- W‘Q secondary planning, academic plan-

ning in 201112, there will be a re- ﬂ@ ning, and extracurricular planning

newed and central focus for all 6 and will revisit those goals on an

through 12 graders to create a vi- annual basis to reflect on what they

sion for their world of work fu- have learned, what is working, and

ture. Sixth through twelfth graders will usewhat needs to be changelAPs provide a

their online accounts in one of two onlinet ool t o mer ge many asp

career exploration tools (College in Colo- life into a centralized plan for the fu-

rado or Naviance) to match interests and ture. Watch this website and your school

skills with potential career clusters or ca- newsletters for more about this exciting

reers and learn what it will take to match means to link current studies and activities

their vision with the skills necessary to  with future planningICAP= . . | i nki ng
make that vision come truéll students day with tomorrow-s vi

e year is coming right up. We will be in classrooms the next few weeks talking
“ to students about their plans and the process of registration. Now would be a good

time to have a conversation with your student regarding their plans for classes next year. We
encourage students to challenge themselves by taking rigorous classes, while at the same time not
overwhelming themselves by biting off more than they can chew. Remind them to talk to their current
teachers about what classes they recommend for them. Ultimately their current teachers have the best
knowledge of your student’s skill level and potential in any given class. While we in counseling welcome
all questions, remember to include teachers as welll Registration will actually happen during the weeks
of CSAP testing, and all students will be registering on-line with our help. Remember to include a variety
of alternate electives as well, as that will save a lot of schedule changes later on. Try to sign up right the
first time!

“jv \‘ a)\\“\) Speaking of academic planning, registration for the next school
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Regarding academic planning and four-year planning, keep an eye out for a couple of workshops
regarding college planning and the scholarship search. It is NEVER too early to begin planning for col-
lege, so don’t hesitate to attend these events. Sarina Gonzales and Kelly Carlson will be hosting a night
on the 10" of March, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Also, spring break will be here before we know it! If you don’t
have plans for break, or if your plans involve a “staycation,” consider taking a day or more to visit some
of the excellent colleges we have in our state. The more exposure your son or daughter has to colleges,
whether large or small, public or private, the better they will be able to make an informed decision when
the time comes. While a college tour or even shadowing a college student for a day or two is the best
choice, even a couple hours on campus wandering around is helpful. If you will be travelling out-of-state
the same recommendation applies. It doesn’t really matter if it's a school they (or you!) are considering,
just knowing what colleges look like, and the students that inhabit them, adds to their own sense of self
and where they might see themselves down the road.

In the meantime, enjoy this roller-coaster winter, and don’t hesitate to give any of us a call or visit if
you have any questlons or concerns'

Important 2011 course selectlon dates to remember
e March 1t & 2nd 8 All 10t graders will course select for the 2012012 school year during \
their history class
e March 8" & 9% - All 11 graders will course select for the 20122012 school year during thelr inl
history class
e March 9t o all 9t graders will course select for the 20122012 school year at the conclusmn
of CSAP testing , in the morning on March 9h.

Important things to remember as they prepare to pick classes for next year:
 For information on courses, students and parents can visits the CHS course description
book. Itis located on the CHS website (http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh), under aca-
demic departments and programs
e Minimum number of classes students must request:
* Sophomores (next year): 6 Y
* Juniors (next year): 5
* Seniors (next year): 5 o
o Reminders about prerequisites:

* Be aware that some courses require preequisites to be taken prior to or concurrently, all
pre-requisites are listed in the course description book
e Each student must complete the personal money management requirement. This require-
ment can be met in some CHS classes, or through a free aline course offered through Boul-
der Valley School District, located atwww.educationcents.org.
¢ Students are required to take two years of math which must include Algebra 1 or higher

e Students are required to take two years of science (10 credits must be in life science and 10
credits in physical science. Y
e TEC applications are located in the counseling office
e Applications are available for I.B., A.P., PreEngineering and Avid. Refer to the form for due *
dates and teacher to turn them in to.
e Choose alternate classes in order of preferencé they will be given in the order listed. il
e Enrollment in any class (elective or otherwise) is considered a commitment on the part of ]
the student and parent. It is important that students pick classes that they want to take,
Classes are offered and teachers are allocated by the numbers that are determined through
spring course selection.



http://schools.bvsd.org/centaurushigh
http://www.educationcents.org

****Help with College Planning****

SAT/ACT Testingd Registration packets for the SAT and ACT tests are available in the Counseling
Office and the Post Grad Center. Information on SAT/ACT prep classes is also available. You can
register online for SAT atwww.collegeboard.com and for the ACT at www.actstudent.org Upcom-
ing SAT/ACT dates are:

American College Test (ACT)  (TAKE THE | College Entrance Examination Board Tests (CEEB)
OPTION AL ESSAY PORTION!) SAT1 &l
Test Date: April 9, 2011 |June 11, 2011 Test Date: May 7, 2011 |June 4, 2011
Register By: | Mar. 4, 2011 |May 6, 2011 Register By: | April 8, 2011 | May 6, 2011
Website: www.actstudent.org Website: www.collegeboard.com

College Financial Aid/Scholarship$ Any senior who is looking for financial aid and scholarships
should do a couple of things:

1. FAFSA (free application for federal student aide) is available odine. Every college bound student
should fill out the FAFSA for the determination of how much financial need (scholarships, loans,
grants) is needed in order for you to go to college. The website to begin this process is
www.fafsa.ed.gov/ .

2. Check out our new scholarship booklet on the CHS website under counseling. On the Post Grad
page there is a link to the Centaurus scholarship book. The book/spreadsheet will be updated
throughout the year as new information comes in, so check it frequently. Please also check the
individual college websites for scholarship information. Some schools require a separate applica-
tion for scholarships some do not. Be sure to check deadlines and have all required documents
sent in on time. If you have any questions or need help identifying scholarships that you qualify
for, please visit the postgrad center in the counseling office.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT NEWS:

All Students Taking Advanced Placement Classes:

If you are enrolled in an AP class, an exam will be ordered for you. The cost of
each exam is $87. If you do not intend to test, you must let me know by Febru-
ary 28. My email address is: terry.fostvedt@bvsd.org

AVID = ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION:

During the month of February, the AVID classes are focusing on test taking
skills. As CSAP and the ACT approach, the students are focused on showing
all they know on these important tests. The Seniors are excitedly finishing up
scholarship and college applications for the next stage of their lives. The an-
nual AVID Ski Trip to Eldora is on February 25, so be looking for permission
packets from your students.
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE NEWS:

Congratulations 1B Scholarship Winners! effort to make sure that all
sophomores have the correct
information about the IB Di-

Each year a $100 award is given
for one CHS PrelB or IB Diploma

candidate from each grade level. plcimda any solfhomore mtetr- ‘'t f
Theses winners received the top ested can make an appointment for an informa-

GPA for 1 semester of the 2010- tion interview during these two weeks before
2011 school year. The $100 is course selections are finalized. Please contact

held and made avail abl éhﬁ IF‘ s(ﬁ;(tarnt Mr§ fﬁcgn1||ds qtrlﬁ\qjCé)yp§eBng
account for IB exams taken at the end of the Office desk for an individual appointment.
senior year. Keystone Science School Teams wi/the IBO,

(In the case of a tie between students, the Cu- Summer 2011

mulative GPA is used for a final decision.) CHS IB students have a great opportunity this
summer to attend the first summer class at Key-
stone Science School designed for the IB learner

\\

|

The winners for 1% semester 20102011 are:

Senior: Hannah Weidman in mind. This partnership arose from the IB Stu-
Junior: Megan Valentine dent World Conference in Oregon last summer
Sophomore: Maya Fohrman as a way to continue the conversations begun
Freshman: Gabriel Castillo about service to the world around us. Studies

will be focused on how to bring the natural
world to more people. They will return with an
Action Plan for their own community. Three of

Bravo to all! This scholarship is made possible
by donations from CHS Parents and Friends.

CHS Parents and Students Take Note! our IB Candidates attended the conference in
Dondét Miss the Oppor t uR®IYangwulddigetoLpcouagesmore s
International Baccalaureate Dijploma Pro- IB students to come learn this summer in our

gramme . We have a rolling admissions policy ~©Wn Colorado setting! Please visit the link
and would like to talk to any student who would noted here and think about registering fo[ this
like the real information about the benefits of world-r enowned school 6s very

more interviews! can compile a list and set up rides to Keystone!

Sophomore Interviews: To register: htip.//www.keystone.org/cfe/kss/
community -programs/ib+student+retreat

At the beginning of March, CHS students will

begin selection of courses for the 2011-2012 IB Parent Steering Committee

academic year. Therefore, during the lasttwo Many parents expressed interest in participating
weeks of February, all sophomores who have g, this committee but could not make the last
previously made application to the IB Diploma meeting. We welcome you to the next one

Programme will be assigned a 15 minute inter- h ilb King decisions for th
view with the IB Coordinator, Mrs. Mitzelfeld, to where we will be making decisions for the rest

discuss their individualized two-year IB Di- of the year and gathering volunteers for many
ploma Plan . These interviews will be during the 1B endeavors ! Come be a part of the process
school day and after school until 4PM. and help to make our CHS IB Diploma Pro-

Many more students are now joining this chal- ~ gramme even stronger! Emails will be sent to

lenging but rewarding program of study. Inan  all with the date and time!
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LITERACY/ESL DEPARTMENTS:

Our students are reading lots these
days. They have enjoyed books that are
Ojust right. o6 The
difficult nor too easy and the content

learning strategies provide them with
0toolsdé to use to bet
reéading mrel icantbné matetiats.o

Ms. McCueds World Lit
interests them. Whe[t oolenéd she togicfstHe Holocaust. Stu-
right, 6 the reader oderes@re reading Mightfby ElieWelsél e
book. One student looked up the other day from and/or Maus by Art Spiegelman, depending on
her book with tears in her eyes. She had come to which book is just right for the individual reader.

end of the book and felt its grip on her. Maus is a graphic novel depicting life in a con-
It is in reading 0] ust centratigrhcandp; Night odoes the daraetbut alsor s
dents get daily practice with their independent includes a focus on the human qualities that

reading. Our students are also becoming more  support survival. We are having a great series of
adept at applying the reading/learning strategies discussions on the background research posters

of visualization, making connections, asking students presented and on the written experi-
guestions, and listening to the voice in their ences of an inmate in Auschwitz. We will be us-
heads. More challenging reading bombards ing those class discussions and quotes from the
them in their content classes. The reading/ text to write descriptive essays next.

MATH DEPARTMENT:

The math department is grateful for the parents who once again provided dinner
during parent teacher conferences. We appreciate your time in preparing and
transporting the delicious food!

The ACT is right around the corner! Spring break is a good time for students to
begin reviewing for the test. Information can be found at: http://
www.actstudent.org/ At the website, find the ACT practice problem of the day, get reacquainted with your
approvedcalculator, check out the 5 sets of math problems, and look into types of math problems covered.
Did you know that 30% of the math problems cover geometry and trigonometry? Good luck!

SOCIAL STUDIES:

As we draw closer to spring time,
the Social Studies Department
wants to encourage all of our Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) and Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) stu-
dents to study hard for their tests.

potential candidates for the 2012
election.

As always, our department would
also like to continue to encourage
people to buy King Soopers gro-
cery certificates through the

In most Social Studies classes, we school to support our Activity

are moving into 20" century topics; covering a Pass Scholarship Fund. Thank you to everyone
wide range of information. Our U.S. Government who has donated thus far!
classes are currently looking at political parties and
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SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:

and workshops in the areas of
education training, career explo-
ration, and independent living (as
needed) or a combination of
both. The exact programming for

Considering 18 -21 Services?
One of the major goals
of 18 -21 services is to collabo-
rate with each student and fam-
ily to simulate a weekly schedule

similar to the one the students each student is determined on
will have at age 21. an individual basis and based on the needs
Ox ™ ' '’ -baséd transition pro- of the student according to the IEP team.

> — —_

‘ ] [ N [} LI [ | -

grams are developed by public school sys- ) .
tems but located in age  -appropriate settings  high school years are an important guiding
for students who are ages 18  -21. The pur- factor of these very critical decisions.

pose of 18 -21 programs is to provide inten- Students who have decided to con-
sive transition experiences and training in tinue on with 18 -21 services must have
real-life settings. An important feature of 18 completed the credits necessary for a BVSD
-21 programs is that the students do not diploma and they must understand that

go to a high school building on a daily ba- their diploma will be held and issued when
sis; instead, they spend their time in com- they exit 18 -21 services or when they turn
munity> = T - T T 21.

(www.transitoncoalition,.org )
Students have several options as
they enter 18 -21 services. Available options

can include Vocational Education Training A monthly newsletter from Donna Miers,
(CTEC), 18-21 community based instruction

Reprinted from February 2011 Issue of
Transition Insights

BVSD Transition Specialist

THEATRE NEWS: %
0

Rfc Bgmlwqsq Rfc_rpc
MI ac Snml K_r

Twenty years ago, Centaurus presented Once Upon A Mattre?ﬁne last p@ to
be produced in the old auditorium. Ten years after that, Centaurus revived the
show, to even greater acclaim! Now the play is back for its third encore!

/| Sy Gl dzNHza Qa 5A2y e adza ¢ K SOndeNBon A Rattreds,y ¢
I 62y RSNFdz FyR AYFIAYFGADBS Ydzai Ol ¢
Performances of Once Upon A Mattresse March 11, 12, 18, and 19 at 7:30 pm

and March 13 at 2 pm in the auditorium. Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for
students and seniors.

LINBG
by 2F @

For more information about the show or to reserve tickets, contact director Theresa Collins at 720-561-
7527 or by email: theresa.collins@bvsd.org
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TAG/LIBRARY NEWS:

- \SW Consider a family field trip! The Association for Teaching East Asia has a wor-

A thy event for you and your family to attend (the food served is delicious and
L ¢ free):

Asia Day 2011 , Saturday, March 12, 2011. 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the Center for Asian Studies and supported by TEA, this interactive
day will include performances of Asian music and dance; talks about different
Asian countries; and a children's reading room featuring children's stories from
Asia. This event is free and will take place at Eaton Humanities on the CU-Boulder
campus. For more information, visit www.colorado.edu/cas/asiaday.html.

If your son or daughter is in 9th grade LA ask them about their poetry project. You
will enjoy seeing their individual poetry collections. Each student locates poems on
the theme of their choice, which means they have been browsing through our poetry anthologies!

BVGT sponsored presentation on March 9th at 7pm:

Barbara Mitchell Hutton WHO IS THAT CHILD IN MY DAUGHTER'S/SON'S BEDROOM: Living
with Asynchrony, Manhattan Middle School, 290 Manhattan Drive, Boulder

WORLD LANGUAGES:

Praise for IB Spanish

Mrs. Butley was pleased and surprised by a visit from a former
student, Jessi Leonard and her mom last week. They stopped by
to say thanks for the great IB Spanish class. Jessi is a freshman
at the University of Denver. She said she felt well prepared for
her advanced coursework at D.U. and expressed her thanks for
the confidence she took with her from IB Spanish with Sefiora
Butley
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Scott Wickham

[}
me '.Iee B.l (720) 561-7734

) Scott. Wickham@bvsd.org
The CHS Vocal Music Newsletter

CHS Madrigal Dinner

Our sincere gratitude goes to all of you who attended our madrigal dinner this year. We had 283
guests which is our 2" largest audience. Pl ans are already being made to
ger and better than ever before. Mark your calendars for MLK weekend, 2012!

Choir Auditions Happening After Spring Break

It is more than just a class. Itis a family, a team, and a group of students working toward one
goal. For some students it may be the reason they come to school every day. For others it may be the
beginning of a life-long career as a music teacher or performer.

If you would like to be a part of an award -winning program that is challenging, exciting, and a lot of
fun, sign up for an audition slot in the choir room.  Auditions will be held once we return from Spring
Break.

All - State Choir

On February 6-8 lan Wallace-Moyer, Elaine Proulx, Adam Williams, David Yamaguchi, and John
Cronk participated in the highly selective Colorado All-State Choir Festival at the Denver Convention
Center. Over 2,000 11" and 12 grade students auditioned, and only about 25% are accepted.

Swing Into Spring

On Thursday, April 7 the CHS choirs will be having its 3¢ annual Swing Into Spring Ice Cream
Fling. Come enjoy a casual concert that is more of a variety show while being served an ice cream sun-
dae made just the way you want it. Toward the end each choir will be performing one of its spring rep-
ertoire. Admission is $5 a person.

Upcoming Dates

Mar. 11 First musical performance

Mar. 30 Choir auditions begin

Apr. 7 3Annual ASwing Into Spring lce Crea
Apr. 15 CHSAA Vocal Jazz Festival (Fermata the Blue)

Apr. 28 UNC/Greeley Jazz Festival (Fermata the Blue and Festival Choir)

May 10 Awards potluck 6pm

May 10 Spring concert 7:30pm

May 21 Graduation (FTB performs SSB)
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Parent
Engagement
MNetwork

CREATING A CARING, CONNECTED, SAFE COMMURNITY IN PARTHERSHIP WITH ALL ADLALTS AND YOUTH

“PARENT RESPONSE TO RACE TO NOWHERE DOCUMENTARY”
Re-scheduled for Mon Feb 28, 2011
6 pm Networking/food; Event: 6:30 pm-8:30 pm
Fairview High School

PEN cordially invites you to attend and fully participate in a Facilitated Conversation concerning the insights
shared in "Race to Nowhere.” The movie will not be shown. Participants will engage in an interactive format
designed to allow each person to be heard. Please come prepared to share your ideas as we move forward to
reflect, learn from each other, and continue to take action toward creating a community that supports parent

empowerment, as well as thriving youth and families.
Adults and Youth are invited.

“Face to Nowhere is a Call to Action for families, educators, and policy makers to challenge current
assumptions on how to best prepare. . youth. . to become healthy, bright, contributing citizens ™

RALE TO NDWHERE

Register on-line at penbv.org/rindiscuss
Questions? Betsy Fox, Lead PEN Coach and Senior Advisor, fogbetsv1 I3 gmsn.com , 720-563-7007

Boulde: ¥alley
Szl District
In partnership with Lnelleace wnel Lewity

wWwWw.parentensasemeninetwork.or




Parent * * -
En agement ™ x »*
e work * * )

Creating a Caning, Connected, Safe Community in Partnership with All Adults and Youth

Soul of Parenting: yi

{3’ Practical 5kifls for Engaging Four Areas of Parenting:
Heart, U:sc:pfme, Presence, and Emotional Range

Wednesday, March 9th
Naropa Shambhala Center at 1345 Spruce Street in Boulder

5:30—3:30[1111

You are imvited to an experiential workshop for parents based on the PassageWorks approach and Rachael Kessler's
and schools.

PassageWorks faculty members Batya Greerwald and Laora Weaver

Batya Greenwald, MA
Mother, BCSIS Teacher, Founding Director —
Boulder Jewish Day School,
PassageWorks Faculty Member

Laura Weaver, MA
Mother, Poet
PassageWorks Associate Executive Director
And Faculty Member

?J :  In Memoriam to Rachael Kessler, author of the ground-breaking book, Soul of Education

E'jl nag,gtgr www.penbv.org/soul

Online
Ly Questions? Kaihy Valenfine, PEN Calendar Chair, %&B'ﬂﬂﬂ"ﬁ'
. ’ chool District
CHVELAIT 4 valstone2@hotmail.com or 303-810-6456 Exeellenee and Egwity

www. parentegagementnetwork.org
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Feb. 27 Feb. 28 Mar. 1 2 3 4 -Reg. 5
_Reg_ deadline X deadline for
for AP Tests 10th Grade Course Selection 4/9 ACT
Forensics State
BR@O Rbgdct kd! Qualifying Tpurn.
6 7 8 9 -Asynchrony 10 11 12
Workshop 7 pm -College -Choir Per- [ Asia Day!
-PEN Presentation | Planning formance 10-1 CU
6:30-8:30 Naropa \éV0rksh0p 6- Campus
pm
9th Grade Course
Selection Once Upan a Mattre
11th Grade Course Selection 7:30 pm
BR@O Rb gd
13 14 15 16 18 19
-Once Upon
a Mattress
7:30 p.m.
-An Evening Once Upon a Mattre
of One Acts
7pm 7:30 pm
20 21 22 2 24 25 26
/7 4
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< v 5 | | “ i @QS
\
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28 b 30 31 Apr. 1 Apr.2
-Choir Auditions
begin




PARENT DONATION FORM:

CENTAURUS HIGH SCHOOL
PARENT DONATIONS

Parents who wish to send donations to Centaurus High School may send or bring Tax

deductible gift donations to the CHS Treasurer. You may indicate how you would like your
donation to be utilized. Some of our needs include: improvement of technology, Science
equipment and materials, calculators for Math, Music, Theatre, and Journalism equipment

and materials, support for the LINKS progran

We greatly appreciate your support and assistance!!!
Donor 6s Name

Address

City State Zip

Amount

How you would like your donation utilized

I would Iike to be acknowledged for thj

| wish to remain anonymous.

Please return to:  Centaurus High School
10300 South Boulder Road
Lafayette, Colorado 80026

Attention: Suyapa Koeller, Treasurer






