Title: Carly
Patterson
Author: Susan
Valentine
Reviewed by:
Maddi

I think
this is a good
chapter book for
you because she
was an awesome
gymnast! She won the Visa American Cup!
She was 15 when she started and the
teachers thought she was amazing! Also,
she was not afraid of the high beam!
That's why I chose to read this book! I
also liked to read it because she was
really talented! She was also one of the
youngest gymnasts in her gym! That's why
I recommend you read this book.

Carlly Petterson
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Title: Santa
Paws On
Christmas
Island
Author: Kris Ed-
wards
Review by: Cassie

I think you
should read Santa
Paws on Christmas Is-
land because it has
sad parts and happy
parts. I like it because
Santa Paws gets lost in the ocean and Cookie, his
friend saves him. Also, When Santa Paws owners go
to the island, they stay in a hotel. It is the first
time Santa Paws’ family goes to a hot place for
Christmas. In the middle of the story, on the plane
Santa Paws was barking when he saw a guy who had
fainted. That's why I think you should read it.

Title: Frog And Toad
Reviewed by: Faith

Author: Arnold Lobel

Frog and Toad is a great book! It is a great story! It's about a
frog and a toad, and they are best friends. There are five funny stories

about Frog and Toad. One of the stories is about

spring. Another story is about a lost button. The

stories are awesome! You should read it! It's a

really cool book! It has sad, funny, and cool stories!

Also, the illustrator is Arnold Lobel. It's a fun
story, so check it out!
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Somewhere In Douglass

If you know the location of this pic-
ture, go to Leann Mullineaux’s room
for a prize.

| Title: The Kid Who

Ran For President
Author: Don Gutman
Review by: Savannah

There is a fantastic
book titled, The Kid Who Ran
for President. It's written by
Dan Gutman, my absolute favor-

| ite author! You should consider

this book because it shares the
significance of being small yet powerful, what I'm try-
ing to say is even though you may be small you have per-
mission from your soul to conquer tasks larger than you.
The book is about a kid named Moon and he has a friend
who talks him into running for president and they cre-

- | ate their own party- literally! Will they win? You find

out! Dan Gutman created a sequel called The Kid Who
Became President. Both stories are novels. Dan Gut-
man has won many awards plus written many other
books. So I recommend you go out and READ IT!

| Title: Quick as a Cricket

Author: Audrey Wood

Reviewed by: Sam

There's a book
called Quick as a Cricket.
I recommend it because it

| uses amazing similes! For

instance, "I'm as small as
an ant; I'm as large as a
whale!” It also lets you
open your imagination. Just
think if you were as small
as an ant, or as big a whale!

| That's why I recommend

Quick as a Cricket.




First Grade Reviews

The following are first grade
reviews scribed and typed by
fifth graders.

Magic Tree
House: Night of
the Ninjas
Reviewed By: Skylar

If you're look-
ing for a great book, £
pick up Night of The [ Jif
Ninjas. Jack and An- -
nie are back in their tree house when
they find a book about the time and place
of Ninjas. They simply said "I wish we
could go there"”, and they found them-
selves in the time and place of the Nin-
jas. They see and meet many Ninjas until
they are taken to a cave. In the cave
they meet the Master Ninja. They are
walking back to the tree house to go
home when they hear the Samari, who
fight the Ninjas. To find out what hap-
pens to Jack, Annie, the Ninjas and the
Samari, you're going to have fo read,
Magic Tree House, Night of the Ninjas.

The Chronicles of Narnia:
The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe

Reviewed By: Eva

If you're look-
ing for something
great to read, don't
be shy and pick up
The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe.
Lucy, Edmund, Peter
and Susan are sent to their uncles’
house because of the war going on in
England. One day, Lucy and her siblings
decided to play hide and go seek. So
Lucy hid in a wardrobe in a room up-
stairs. She goes through the wardrobe
and finds herself in a snowy strange
world. She meets a fawn named Mr.
Tumnas who invites her into his home
for some tea but makes her go back
for some strange reason. When she
climbs out and tells her siblings what
has happened they didn't believe her
one bit. But when Lucy takes them
there, they apologize for not believing
her. In Narnia they meet all sorts of
strange and unusual creatures like talk-
ing beaver. The siblings also meet a lion
named Aslan and The White Witch. To
find out what happens to them in
Narnia and when they return to their
uncle's home, read The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe.




More First Grade Rev1ews

Super Fudge
Reviewed By: Holly

Eleven year old,
Peter has a little
brother named Fudge.
Peter hates Fudge a lot! }

Peter's mom is going to
have a baby but Peter doesn't want her to
because he thinks that it's going to be
another brother like Fudge. But finally
his mom has the baby and he also finds
out that they have to move for a year be-
cause his father gets a new job. They fi-
nally get to a new state. Five months
later his dad gets his job back in their
old town. They end up staying where they
were before. Super Fudge is a great
book! Read it and you'll see.

Diary of a Worm
Reviewed by: Elise

) A
Are you looking =1t ‘

you are, pick up Diary
of a Worm. In this

story, a worm goes

through many adven- &

tures in his life, told |

to you through his di-

ary. One of these ad-

ventures is when the worm tries to teach
a spider to dig tunnels! If you want o ex-
perience this funny worm's life, pick up
Diary of a Worm today!

" Caniilla’s Stripes

Reviewed By: Tate

If you want a
really exciting fun
book, go ahead and
pick up Camilla's

 Stripes. The exciting

story is about a girl

who fries on lots of outfits and one of
them gives her stripes! The doctors
try everything, but nothing helps. How
will she get rid of those awful stripes?
Read Camilla's Stripes to find out!!!!

The Magic Far Away Tree
Reviewed by Erin Keown

If you are looking for a good
book, pick up The
Magic Far Away Tree.
In this story, three
siblings, Joe, Beth,
and Frannie find a
magical tree in the
Enchanted Wood. This |
tree was so magical
that if you had

climbed it, you could find cherries
growing on it, and then a minute later,
plums would be growing! Joe, Beth, and
Frannie move into the magical tree, and
one day they decide to go on an adven-
ture. What happens on their adven-
ture? You'll have to read the book to
find ouft.




Title: Ruby Holler

Reviewed by: Ali S.

My book, Ruby Holler, is about two or-
phans, Dallas and Florida. Dallas and Florida
were dropped off at the orphanage door by
their parents. Just abandoned there. All their
life they were being passed from family to fam-
ily, and each family could not handle how misbe-
haved they were. They would always just get
returned back to the orphanage. Then an older
couple, Sairy and Tiller, took them and kept
them. The couple was kind to them, and they all
started to love each other. The kids became
better self-controlled. Then one day the hus-
band, Tiller, asked Florida if she wanted to go on
a big rafting journey with him as Sairy asks Dal-
las to climb mountains with her. They both de-
cide to go. Will Dallas and Florida ever see each
other again, or might they just have to say their
goodbyes? I think that the theme is making you
be sure that when something goes wrong you
have got to overcome it and move on with life. T
would definitely recommend this book because it
takes you through journeys you would never
imagine.

Title: A Manqo Shaped Space

Reviewed by: Allison

A Mango Shaped Space is about not only a
shape, but a girl who thinks she is normal but
really isn't. Wintertime is a fun time for Mia, a
teenage girl who lives on an open piece of land
next to her best friend Jenna. Miad's grandfa-
ther died, and at his funeral she found a little
kitten that had his eyes. Not a normal girl, Mia
goes to the doctor because she sees colors, not
like normal people, but she sees colors when
people talk to her. Her friendship with Jenna is
on its way to collapsing because they tell each

other every secret they know, but not about
her colors. Jenna is mad at her because she
didn't tell her that she had it, so she tells the
whole school about her colors. Every name has
its own color and students are asking her
what color their name is. Suddenly Mia's cat
dies and it is foo much to bear. Mia loses her
colors, and is deathly afraid that she won't
get them back. Will she?

Title: Making Waves
Reviewed by: Austin

Making Waves is about a girl that lives
in America and goes to school there. There
are a lot of mean kids at Emily's school. One
named Louise is really mean because she has
money so she thinks she is better than every-
one else. There is also a guy named Albert
that lives far away and was on the Titanic
when it crashed and sunk to the bottom of
the ocean. Emily was too. Emily has night-
mares about the Titanic, but when Emily
starts getting friends her nightmares go
away. She starts fighting for women's and
children'’s rights for equal pay for equal work.
She gets far but it all falls apart after what
the newspaper wrote about their little cam-
paigh. That's where it all goes downhill. If you
want to figure out the ending and all the little
things I left out, then you will have to read
the book.

Title: The Tale Of Despereaux
Reviewed by: Molly

One of my favorite books that I read this
year was called The Tale of Despereaux by
Kate DiCamillo. T like the book because of all
of its great detail. It also has an interesting
plot. It has a weird appearance in different




individual parts. But it all is the same story. All
of the detail makes you feel like you want to
be there, but most importantly it usually
makes you feel like you are there observing
everything that the characters are doing. T
could see why people would like this book. T
would recommend this book to anyone.

Title: Holes

Reviewed by: Daniel

In the book Holes, a boy, Stanley Yel-
nats, is accused of stealing a pair of shoes
that belonged to a famous baseball player. He
gets sent to a camp called Camp Green Lake, a
camp where bad kids go. At the camp there is
no lake and it is all just desert. Every day you
have to dig a hole that is five feet deep and
five feet wide. This camp will change Stanley's
life forever. He will find true friends and
break a family curse. He will dig for character
and find his life in the deeps holes he will dig.
This book has excellent description and will
really grab you. You will not want to put it
down until it is over.

Title: The Lightning Thief

Reviewed by: Devon

In The Lightning Thief, Percy always
failed school, not because he couldn't learn,
but because he always blew up the school or
something. At school (his sixth one so far) he
finds out that his best friend, Grover, is a sa-
tyr. Percy goes to Grover's camp and finds out
he's a demigod (half human, half god.)

At camp, Percy gets assigned to find
Zeus's master bolt. He gets tricked a lot and
it furns out Ares, the god of war, was using
Percy as bait to start a war. Ares was being
controlled by Kronos, an evil titan who gets an
army of evil monsters. Percy gets the bolt but

not the titan lord, Kronos. Percy has many ad-
ventures in his life.

Title: Artemis Fowl

Reviewed by: Harrison

If you like fantasy books that grab your
intferest, then Artemis Fowl is for you. Arte-
mis is a twelve year old millionaire and criminal
master mind, who uses his intelligence to rob
Ireland's banks, living by the Fowl's motto,
Gold is power. He tracks down Holly Short, a
fairy, and holds her for a ransom of one ton of
24 carat gold. The rest of the fairies send ina
troll, a huge thing with a lot of hair and sharp
claws, and set of f a bomb that kills every living
thing. However, Artemis survives, gets his
gold, and heals his sick mother in the process.
If you want to find out how he does it, you will
have to read the book yourself!

Title: It's My Life

Reviewed by: Izzy C.

It's My Life is one of the best books
T've ever read. It is very exciting when Martin
(the main character) gets kidnapped. He is
terrified and thinks he may never again see his
mom and dad, who are divorced. When Martin
is going to sleep on the man's canal boat, he
finds out that his mom and the kidnapper are
the people behind the plot. The book switches
points of view too, with a girl named Hannah
who ends up meeting Martin. The book shows
you what it would be like to be kidnapped, and
it is scary sometimes and is very exciting. You
don't want to stop reading! When the kidnap-
pers are chasing them it gets even more excit-
ing and you get locked in the book. This book
has so many different things in it, and it shows
the horrible life Martin has been living. It is so
much fun to read and I hope you can read it.




Title: Waiting For Normal
Reviewed by: Izzy H.

Addie Schmeeter is "waiting for nor-
mal“. When she was only three years old, her
father died, leaving her with an unstable and
bipolar mother. Then "Mommers"” met and
married Dwight. That was the first good deci-
sion she had made in a long time. Dwight and
Mommers had two beautiful children. The
“littles" were a blessing to Addie. The first
good thing in her life didn't last long. Mommers
left the house for two whole days while Dwight
was out of fown. This left the then nine year
old Addie in charge of two infants. When
Mommers returned, Dwight wanted a divorce.
Addie's life was horrible, again. After the di-
vorce, Dwight moved them into a trailer on a
chunk of asphalt. Then Addie meets Soula and
Elliot, who worked at the gas station across
the street. Addie encounters many obstacles,
as well as many blessings. But After Mommers
leaves the house for a week, the house burns
down, and Addie’s life will change forever.

Title: Crispin

Reviewed by: Jackson

Although other books are good, I liked a
book called Crispin that was set in the medie-
val times. It was about a boy who knows a lit-
tle more than nothing about his parents be-
cause they have kept it a secret from him. He
does not even know his own name. When his
mother dies and he is made to pay a tax that
he can't afford, he runs into the woods. He
hears something that the person collecting his
taxes and a new face said that made no sense
to him. He was spotted and attacked but he
was lucky enough to escape. Soon mobs of vil-
lagers were coming to the woods to capture
him when he accidentally over hears that he

was declared a wolfs head - someone who can
be killed by anyone who wants to kill him - for
a crime he did not do and was soon running for
his life and meets an odd person named Bear, a
juggler. This book is an exciting adventure
that says to me that even when things seem
bad it will always have its better times.

Title: The Anybodies

Reviewed by: Lexie

This odd book called The Anybodies is
about a girl named Fern who was switched at
birth. She didn't know this until later in the
story, but she could sense that she was in the
wrong family because her parents, the Drudg-
ers, were very boring and she was exciting.
Then one day the Bone who happens to be her
real parent comes to the Drudgers and
switches Fern with the Drudger’s real kid.
Once inside the car the Bone tells Fern a se-
cret. The secret is - well I can't tell you. You
have to find out yourself. The odd thing is if
you look at the title and then the author you
can obviously see she is not the real author. To
find her real name go to the back of the book
where it says ABOUT THE AUTHOR. If you
want to find out the secret I would grab the
next book available of The Anybodies; also if
you are looking for sequels, there are The No-
bodies and The Somebodies.

Title: Number The Stars

Reviewed by: Liam

I'm going to talk to you about one of my favor-
ite books, Number the Stars, which is mainly
about two best friends, Annemarie and Ella.
Ella Rosen is Jewish and living during the time
of the Holocaust which took place from 1933




to 1945. Both girls live in apartments in Den-
mark. In fact the Rosens live in the apartment
across the hall from Annemarie and her family.
Once Jews start being captured, Ella and her
family need to hide. Ella goes to Annemarie’s Un-
cle Henrick's house in the country with Anne-
marie and her parents go somewhere else that
the book does not mention. After a night or two
there Ellen finds out that her parents will pick
her up and Annemarie’'s mom will fake them down
to the dock in the middle of the night so they
can escape to Sweden. Once Annemarie’'s mom
does that, Uncle Henrick takes them in his boat
to Sweden. This is an awesome book and if you
need another book to read this one is great.

Title: Because of Winn-Dixie

Reviewed by: Luca

Because of Winn-Dixie is a book with
feeling and you cannot put it down. The first
thing that happens is that Opal goes to the
store Winn-Dixie. She went in and finds a dog.
The manager was just about to call the pound
when she claimed it was her dog. Her mother
has left her and her dad. She does not call her
father “"dad.” She calls him the preacher, not
because he is not her father, but because he is
not a father to her. With her dog (Winn-Dixie)
who is afraid of lightning, she makes some weird
friends. They have a party on a night when
there is a bad lightning storm. Winn-Dixie runs
away and the rest you will have to find out.

Title: Number The Stars

Reviewed by: Matthew

Number the Stars is my favorite book. It
is about two girls named Annemarie and Ellen.
The setting of the book is in Copenhagen, Den-

mark during the Holocaust. Annemarie and Ellen
are friends. Ellen is Jewish, and Annemarie has
to hide her from the Nazi soldiers. T really
liked this book because it really grabs you in
many parts and it's hard to put down. It is very
exciting when Annemarie's family had to hide
Ellen so the Nazis wouldn't find her and kill her.
Later in the book Annemarie’s family takes Ellen
to Uncle Hendrick's house. Eventually the sol-
diers find their house and start to think that
Ellen is being hidden there. They break into the
house at night and search for Ellen. Will Ellen
be able to get away from the soldiers? Find out
by reading Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.

Title: The Westing Game

Reviewed by: Melanie

The Westing Game begins when sixteen
heirs were invited to the reading of Samuel W.
Westing's will. The delivery boy, Otis Amber,
delivered sixteen letters to the relatives. They
all lived in Sunset Towers. The day of the
reading, all invited people came. Plum, Westing's
attorney, read the will. They all get a set of
clues. None are alike. The sixteen heirs are
paired. Each pair gets a check for 10,000 dol-
lars. The will says that one of the heirs killed
Westing, but no one knows who. All the heirs
will come back in a while to find out who will win
the game. The game is tricky, scary, and even
dangerous. But on the day of the reading of the
answer, it is what no one expected. As the
bombs burst in air, the 14 heirs (how did two
disappear?) will find out who will win two million
dollars and who will go home with nothing.

Title: The Music Of Dolphins
Reviewed by: Noelle

Girl, alone, dolphin, ocean, and stranded,
are the words that should never be together.
In the book, The Music of Dolphins those are




the words that break the heart of all Ameri-
cans that dare to read this heart- wrenching
book. A girl has been raised at sea with dol-
phins, and because that's all she has known
that's where she wants to stay. When marine
biologists are studying the dolphins, they find
the girl and take her fo a recovering facility.
She misses the singing of the dolphins and the
scent of the waves when it splashes to the
sand. She has such a hunger for the things
left behind, a hunger that no food will fill.
Through all of the hurt she always remembers
the singing of the dolphins that will keep her
going, or will it?

Title: The Harry Potter Series

Reviewed by: Sam

Although there are many good books, the Harry Potter
series is my favorite. They tell about Harry Potter and
his adventures with his friends, Ron Weasley and
Hermione Granger. In the first book, Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer's Stone, Harry accidentally defeats the
most feared Dark Wizard of all time (Lord Voldemort)
at the age of one, lives a horrible 10 years with his uncle
(Vernon Dursley), aunt (Petunia Dursley), and cousin
(Dudley Dursley), finds out he is a wizard, and goes to
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry (the
headmaster is Albus Dumbledore). Read the rest and
find out how he saves the world! In the second book,
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, he saves the
world again from the same person with help from a
magical bird, a sword, and a hat. In Harry Potter and
the Prisoner of Azkaban, there is a chain of events that
involve a hippogriff (half horse, half eagle), an innocent
convict, a prophecy, a rat turning into a man, and demen-
tors (things that suck all the happiness out of you, or
sometimes your soul). In Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire, someone tries to kill Harry by getting him into a
tournament that had been canceled for the last hundred
years because the death toll mounted too high (guess
who comes back!). In the fifth book, Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix, Harry and his friends go to a
secret society called the Order of the Phoenix, and the
end of the book, they go to the Ministry of Magic for
reasons you will have to find out yourself. In the second
to last book, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince,

Harry and Dumbledore try to find a way fo defeat the
guy who came back in book #4 (something happens to
Dumbledore). In the final book, Harry went on the run
from the guy who came back, and in the end one of them
dies (you'll have to read it to find out who). I hope that
you read the Harry Potter series. They are the best
books I have ever read.

Title: 32 Third Graders and One
Class Bunny

Reviewed by: Sami

My favorite book is 32 Third Graders
and One Class Bunny. This book is a very funny
book, especially since the teacher has no idea
what he is doing. The teacher’s name is Mr.
Done, and he always gets the worst third
grade class. This book is also hilarious because
if the teacher goes on a field trip he never
pays attention to the kids so they go home,
since he is so irresponsible. Stephen is the
"stupidest” of all the students, especially since
he doesn't do any of his work. After Mr. Done
got a bunny things got even crazier.

Title: Artemis Fowl

Reviewed by: Trevor

Artemis Fowl is one of the greatest
books I have ever read. It is especially good
because it is a blend of science fiction and
fantasy. It is about a 12-year-old boy named
Artemis Fowl who is probably one of the most
intelligent children of his generation. Sadly, he
uses his great intellect for criminal purposes.
His mother is mentally ill and his father was
seemingly killed when a ship with him on board
sunk. The ship carried millions of dollars worth
of goods. Artemis plans to redeem this fortune
by getting ransom. From whom you ask? None
other than... the underground civilization of




the fairies. He knows the legend that a fairy
must replenish its magic by planting an acorn
with magical properties in the ground at a cer-
tain time of night when there is a full moon.
Artemis goes to the tree where the acorn is
supposed to be, and finds and kidnaps a fairy
named Holly Short. The chain of events that
follows is so exciting and long that to find out,
you will need to read it to find out what hap-
pens next. Artemis Fowl/is a great book full of
Jjuicy descriptions, so get a copy and read it
today!

Title: Eragon

Reviewed by: Winston

Eragon is a about a boy, named Eragon,
who finds a polished blue stone in the forest.
He believes it's the lucky find of a poor farmer
boy and it might be worth something. But
when a dragon hatches from the stone, he
must take on a legacy nearly as old as the Em-
pire itself. His life has been crushed and his
world destroyed. With only an ancient sword
and the guidance of an old storyteller, Eragon
and the dragon must negotiate the perilous
landscape and malevolent enemies of an un-
known world, controlled by a malicious king
whose power grows stronger every day. Will
Eragon be able to destroy the king and free
the Empire?

Title: Land Of Promise
Reviewed by: Zoe

Land of Promise is my favorite book in
the 5th grade year so far. I read it in reading
groups. I like this book because it really tells
you what an immigrant's life is like. I imagined
moving from my home country and my family.
That is harsh. Rose is the main character and
she has to move from Scotland and leave her
mother and 2 sisters. Her dad drinks a lot but

before Rose came to live with him in America,
he didn't drink that she knew of. They all need
to pitch in and help o get her Ma and sisters
back home but when they get the news that
Ma is dead they are all sad and don't know
what to do. With Pa drinking and Ma dead,
what are they supposed to do? Rose has to
stay at home and work and Michael has a bro-
ken leg and Jonny's in jail, they are out of luck.
We don't know yet if there sisters are home
but let's pray that they are ok. Read this book
and I guarantee that it will make you feel lucky
that people don't boss you around as much as
the people in the 18 and 1900's.

Title: Artemis Fowl

I recommend this book because it has
lots of action and is very descriptive. There
are six books in the series. After you read
the first book you just can't stop reading! The
books are filled with great excitement. I love
how there is always a great new adventure
that links to the others. It seems to catch
you and not let go. You just want to go into
your room and keep reading.

The books are all about Artemis Fowl
finding a fairy world underground and having
adventures with them. Artemis is a criminal
master mind who has adventures with humans
and fairies. He always finds out a way to solve
the problems. T would definitely recommend
this book.

Title: Flush
Written by: Carl Hiaasen

Reviewed by: Madison Crowley

Flush is one of those books that you
want to pick up and read instead of forcing
yourself. It catches your eye. Flush is about a
young boy who goes through the same things
we all do. His dad has anger issues, his mom is




thinking about a divorce, he's got bullies on his
back. In the middle of all this, his dad sinks a
casino boat! Noah's dad accuses the owner of
dumping the sewage system in the ocean. Now
Noah's got one more thing to worry about.
Noah and his little sister go through a lot of
dangerous plans to prove their dad is right. Is
he, or is he not? If you like comedy, adven-
ture, and real life, this is the book for you.

Title: HOLES

LOUIS SACHAR
REVIEW BY PAYTON MEYER

Holes is a fantastic story. I would rec-
ommend it to kids who like puzzles, because
as far as puzzles go, this book is a jigsaw!
Many stories all tie together in the most un-
usual way, all starting with the story of a
young boy who finds himself in the wrong place
at the wrong time. It all started with a pair of
athletic shoes...falling from the sky. All the
confusing mishaps throughout the story finally
start to make sense as you keep reading.
Whatever you do, don't read this book before
bed because you can't afford to miss any de-
tails when you're dozing off. This book reaches
out to history and all the way back to the fu-
ture through it's twists and turns of reality in
an adventure like no other. Once you start
reading this book you will not be able to put it
down, always curious about what will happen
next in this never-ending adventure. You won't
want to miss out on this amazing story!

Title: The Invention of Hugo
Cabret

Author: Brian Selznick
Reviewer: Max Pulitzer

Hugo Cabret is the best book I have
read in 5™ grade. I really liked Hugo because

it is easy to read and easy to comprehend. I
also liked it because there were so many great
illustrations. One day his dad brought home a
mechanical man but in the fixing of the me-
chanical man, his dad dies. So Hugo is deter-
mined to fix the mechanical man. But in the
middle of this Hugo has to survive through
many problems. If you are looking for a book
that you can't put down then this is your book.

Title: Doomed Queens

By Kris Waldherr
By Alyssa Davis

History can be boring but, not with
Doomed Queens. It's all about Queens from
Cleopatra to Princess Diana. Now I know some
people that would say, "What's the big deal?
Queens are girly.” Ah, but in this book it's
about Queens who were killed in the most bru-

tal ways imaginable. One of the Queens was
drawn and quartered. That means the victims
were tied to horses and ripped apart into four
pieces! One of the Queens was strangled in
her bath! If you like books that are true, fas-
cinating, gory and downright disturbing then
this is the book for you.




Title: Red Kayak

Author: Priscilla Cummings
Reviewed by: Aiden Baker

Red Kayak is about Brandy and his
life .He lives on the shores of Chesapeake Bay,
and fishes for crab there. His friends J.T. and
Digger hang out a lot. When the Deangelous
buy the property that belonged to Digger’s
grandfather so digger does something that will
change the deangelous life forever. Brandy
finds out what happened and has some hard
decisions to make about what to do.this book
will leave you in suspense.

Title: The Clique

Author: Lisi Harrison
Review by Kate Johnson

Claire Lyons is a new girl at the private school;
OCD.OCD's most popular girl happens to be
part of the family that Claire is staying with.
In this book Claire earns new friendships,
learns about life in her new town and learns
about fitting in. I really like this book because
it's funny and exciting. Right when something
ah-mazing is about to happen to Claire, her life
is destroyed. I would recommend this book to
girls only because I don't think this book would
appeal to boys much. The whole Cligue series is
great if you're looking for a way to occupy your
time.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret

Reviewed By Danny Garrels
The Invention of Hugo Cabret was the

best book I have ever read in my whole life.
This is why you should read it. The Invention

of Hugo Cabret is about a boy named Hugo,

who works the clocks. Then his dad brought
home a mechanical man. Hugo's dad was fixing
the mechanical man until one day his dad died
in a fire. Hugo goes to live with his uncle and
he is determined to fix the mechanical man.
Then one day his uncle didn't come home. Hugo
survives despite so many problems. Hugo had
so many fabulous illustrations. Go read this
exciting adventurous book.

Title: Twilight
Author: Stephanie Meyer
Reviewed by Alice Cao

Twilight, a New York best-selling book,
is about a prone-to-accident girl named Isa-
bella Swan (Bella). She moves from fiery
Phoenix, Arizona with what seems like a zillion
people to live with her dad in the small, wet
town of Forks, Washington State with liter-
ally, a grand total of 60 some people. When
she goes to Forks High School, everyone seems
to know her and is really friendly... except for
one table at lunch. The table was made up of 5
teenagers that were exotically beautiful. One
girl looked odd and out of place. She was the
only person in their "posse” that looked happy.
Another girl was extremely beautiful; she was
blond with the most beautiful eyes anyone had
ever seen. A boy looked like he could lift up a
2 ton truck in one grasp. He was very strong
and muscular. Another boy looked calm. The
last boy looked...perfect. With one look, Bella
was in love with the perfect boy. She later
finds out the perfect boy's name is Edward
Cullen and the others are his adopted siblings.




One day, when she is hanging out with Edward,
she finds out Edward is a vampire. There is
also a part of Edward-she didn't know how
dominant that part may be-that wanted to
drink her blood. Read this fabulous love story
about a vampire and a mortal.

Title: Where the Red Fern

Grows
Author: Wilson Rawls
Reviewed by Olivia R.

Where the Red Fern Grows keeps the
action going in every sentence. The author
made it feel as if I was the main character and
what a crazy time I had. It just kept rolling
like waves, one adventure after another.

The story is about dogs and the young
boy who loved them. I love reading about
dogs and humans. It truly made you feel like I
had known these dogs ever since I was born! T
became attached to the dogs in a special way,
a bond.

The book sounds like a real story even
though it's not. To me that's sort of a relief at
the end. In the middle of the book I felt to-
tally immersed by this plot.

Where the Red Fern Grows is a supreme
book. Beware- Carry lots of Kleenex with you,
you'll need it.

The Sisters Grimm Series

Author: Michael Buckley

Reviewed by: Catherine Daniels

Are you looking for a great summer series? If
so, you're reading the right review! The series,
The Sisters Grimm has something for every-

one. Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are orphaned
one night when their parents go missing, and all
they find is a blood red handprint on the wind-
shield of their parent's car. They are sent fo
an orphanage to find a foster family, but they
get placed with wacos who use them to pull
carts and as bow and arrow targets. They fi-
nally get placed with their grandmother who
was supposed to be dead, and that's where the
adventure begins. To get the rest, read the
Sisters Grimm series, you'll be hooked all sum-
mer!




Stories That Continue

Sparrows  Partll

By Catherine Daniels

In part one of
“Sparrows,
Lisa, who has been
living in a bookstore
with her grand-
mother ever since
the fire, when her
father was killed and
her mother disap-
peared. One rainy
day, Lisa fell asleep
on the rooftop, and
woke up in a strange
place.. ..

Lisa could just recall a

small blue bird shape

on the roof. But her memory was foggy, like she had been
sleeping... She had! Lisa suddenly remembered the dream,
and the falling sensation, and snapping awake. Now too,
Lisa began to notice her surroundings. She was in a building
of some sort, like a shed. What she had thought was fog was
just a haze along the walls. The shed was dark, and it felt big
and lonely. Lisa began to wander around, hoping for a door
that would lead her into the sunlight. She found a small
brass handle, and a small door. She pushed it open. To her
delight, she found a cozy room. Lisa climbed through the
door, and found a drawstring for a light. She pulled it, and
brilliant light filled the room. A few blankets were spread
over the hay that lined the floor, and a few chairs and some
pillows lined the beige walls. It was perfect. It was hidden,
comfy, and it was big enough to fit twelve people Lisa's age.
As her eyes scanned the room again, they fell on a few dusty
books. "Wow!" Lisa thought. She tore herself away from the
room, and slipped back through the little door.

She began to walk around in the dark shed again,
searching for a door to the outside. She found it (it was
much bigger than the last door) and she gave it a shove.

The sight that awaited her was beautiful. A town
that was what every town should be. Happy kids were skip-
ping about; mothers were talking happily at little tables out-
side brightly colored houses. No two houses were the same
in color, shape or size. Every one was different, and unique.
Smiles were all over, and happiness was in the air. Lisa
found herself smiling too.

A tap on her shoulder made her spin around in
fright. A girl about Lisa's age was smiling at her. "You're

new around here," said the girl. She stuck out her hand. "I'm
Bella." Lisa didn't know what to do, so she stuck her hand
out as well and said, "I'm Lisa." Bella shook it and skipped
away.

Over the next few days, Lisa would come out and
observe the little town. Later, Bella gave her a tour of the
town square and Lisa gawked and gasped. One sunny
morning Bella showed Lisa around her house. "Where's
your house?" Bella asked. Lisa decided to trust Bella, so she
sighed, and began to walk to the barn. She led a bewildered
Bella to the shed and stopped.

"You've been living in the goat house?"
Lisa nodded.

"Everyone said it was haunted after the goats left. Is
it?"

"No, it's not," Lisa laughed. "If it were, I'd get out
right away."

"Right," Bella nodded.

Lisa heaved the heavy wooden doors open and they
stepped inside.

"Tt's not beautiful in here," Bella commented. "Don't
you need more light than the bit that comes through the
cracks?" she added.

"Mmbhbh." Lisa was hardly paying attention to Bella
as she felt along the walls for the small door. She felt a cor-
ner and slid the door open. Bella's jaw dropped.

"Wha--what?" she stuttered.

"You expect me to live out here?" Lisa asked with a
smile. She showed Bella into the secret room.

"How could they hide a room this big in the shed? It
really is a wonder," Bella said in shock.

"But isn't it perfect?" Lisa asked.

"Yeah, I guess," said Bella, looking around. "With
books and everything."

They sat in silence for a minute, Bella studying the
room, Lisa watching Bella.

"Do you think it's okay for me to stay here?" Lisa
asked. "I mean, I don't really have a place to go, but I don't
want to get in huge trouble."

"Well, I mean, you might be in trouble if anyone
found out, but the old goat keeper died years ago, and he
was probably the only person who ever knew about this
place," said Bella, indicating the hidden door. "So, why are
you staying in the goat house?"

Lisa began to tell Bella her story, glad for a change
of subject. She explained wanting to get out of the hustle
and bustle of the little bookshop, and falling asleep on the
roof, and then walking up here, and the person running
away. Bella enjoyed the story, and was a wonderful audi-




ence, so Lisa had fun telling it.
"Have you got any more stories," Bella asked.
"Lots," said Lisa. "Most aren't true though."
"Tell me some!"

So Lisa began with a few stories her mother told her
as a child. She acted them out and Bella laughed and
clapped. After over an hour of storytelling, Bella said, "Lisa,
you're good at this. You need a bigger audience."

"Well, I'm not even supposed to be here, and I can't
go out and get an audience. They'll wonder where I stay and
sooner or later they'll find out."

"What about some kids?" Bella pleaded. "They won't
tell, and they'll love it. Plus, there's room to fit us all in here."

"Well," Lisa hesitated, "if you're sure they won't tat-
tle ... Okay."

Bella clapped her hands like a little child. "I'd better
go. See you tomorrow. Think of some good stories."

The next morning, five people came. The day after
that, seven. And the next day, twelve came, until the room
was packed. Bella had assured Lisa that they wouldn't be
found in the hidden room, and each day Lisa felt more and
more confident that she was right. But one day, as Lisa was
acting out the faint of Sleeping Beauty, the big doors of the
shed opened and strangers began a conversation outside.
Everyone stopped talking immediately and listened to the
voices.

"She was here, Pop, I'm telling you," said a boy's
voice.

"Well, she isn't here anymore, son. If she was ever
here at all."

"But we've gotta find her! That girl's got a high price
on her head, and we could really use the money."

"Son, you took enough time trying to convince me.
You told me she fell from the sky. Well, now we're here and
she isn't. So lay off me."

"I'm tellin' you Pop, I saw a big blue bird, and the
next second she was falling through the roof."

They left the barn still arguing.

"They were talking about you," said a boy in the
audience. "You fell from up there." The boy pointed toward
the ceiling. "You didn't leave, did you? And they said
there's a price for you. Someone wants you back."

Lisa decided story time was over for the day, and
asked everyone to leave except for Bella.

"You know," Bella said, "we had someone else fall from the
sky when I was little, maybe eight or nine." Lisa's eyes wid-
ened. "She told stories too. Sadie is her name."

"My mom, she disappeared when I was eight--her
name was Sadie," said Lisa with a hint of hope in her voice.
"Is she still here?"

"Yeah," said Bella, her eyes widening too. "She lives
about a tenth of a mile from here."

"But I can't go out," said Lisa sadly. "Not if there's a
price on my head."

"['ve got a couple of disguises. You could wear one
of them. And just to be safe, we can take the alleyways to get
there."

So they got everything ready and set out at around 2
o'clock. They arrived at a pink shingled house with a neat
little garden and knocked. The woman that opened the door
looked exactly like Lisa: same bright green eyes, same wavy
black hair. It was Lisa's mother. They both realized it at the
same time. Lisa ran to hug her. They talked and laughed
and cried. Lisa told her mother about the fire, and then her
life in the bookshop, and the little shed and the stories she
had been telling to the children.

"Do you know how we got here?" Lisa asked.

"Yes," said Sadie. "You got here by way of Spar-
rows."

Sadie explained that Sparrows were portals shaped
like birds that would only work for people in real need of
them. She said that one would transport a member of their
family somewhere safe. A Sparrow had carried Sadie out of

the fire five years ago, and another one had brought Lisa to
her.

"But what about Dad?" asked Lisa. "Sparrows didn't
save him."

"Well," said Sadie, "they couldn't control the fire.
You climbed off the roof but he had no escape. There was
nothing they could do."

They sat thinking for a while and then Lisa said,
"'we'd better let Grandma know we're safe. She can come
here."

Sadie agreed. They hired a messenger to travel to
the town of Macabee, where the bookshop was. The mes-
sage told all about the wonderful town of Granshire and
invited Lisa's grandmother to join them. A few weeks later,
Grandma Jenny arrived and she saw the little town and fell
in love. She told Lisa about putting up posters offering a
reward for whoever found her and brought her back. Lisa
smiled.

"We should all stay here," said Sadie, "together, as a
family. Mom, you can open up a new bookstore here, and
sell the old one."

After fifteen minutes of pleading from Sadie, Jenny
gave in.

The next month, the old bookstore was sold, the
new one was built, and things were running smoothly.
Every Saturday, Lisa and Sadie had two hours of storytel-
ling time, and the whole town came to listen. Yes, you could
say the whole family lived happily ever after.




