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President 

Obama wants me to 

work hard in school 

and never give up.  He 

also wants me to try 

my best and correct 

my own mistakes.  I 

will follow through by 

fixing my mistakes by 

myself.  He told eve-

ryone that your future depends on you!  I 

think that President Obama was really trying 

to tell us kids how to be a good.  My future 

depends on me because if I make better 

choices, I will be a better person.  

 

By Kyle  

President Obama 

wants me to use my 

failures to teach me 

and to not give up.  I 

will ask questions and 

put my best effort into 

everything, and Iõll re-

member that there is 

no excuse for not trying.  Obamaõs speech 

made me feel like I am something important.  

By Kim 

 President 

Obamaõs speech meant 

a lot to me.  It spoke 

to me about following 

your dreams and 

never giving up.  He 

said that everyone is 

good at something, 

you just have to try 

your best.  Donõt let 

your failures pull you down, let them push you 

higher.  If everyone does what theyõre best 

at, itõd be amazing.  Our community would be 

colorful and clean, people would be nice and 

respectful.  We would have a perfectly run-

ning community.  If you stick to your dream 

and keep on trying, you can accomplish any-

thing.   Obamaõs speech made me feel like I 

had a voice to speak out and have impact on 

making this world a better place.  

 

By Grace  

 President Obama 

wants me to know that 

nobodyõs perfect.  He 

also wants me to know 

that some of the famous 

people I know today have 

made mistakes.  You 



learn from your mistakes and become better at 

what you do.  President Obama also wants us to 

know to not be afraid of our failures.  You learn 

from your mistakes unlike some people who are 

perfect at everything and donõt learn anything.  

Thatõs the message I got from President Obama. 

 

By Cammie 

 President 

Obama wants me to 

ask more questions.  I 

will follow through by 

always asking ques-

tions.  For example in 

math I will raise my 

hand more even if it 

is an embarrassing 

question.  I usually 

never really under-

stand things until I get home.  President Obama 

influenced me to ask more questions.  

 

By Riley  

 President 

Obama wants me to 

learn from my mis-

takes.  When I make a 

mistake I wonõt just 

throw a tantrum .  Iõll 

just learn what I did 

wrong.  For example if 

you forget your home-

work.  Donõt get mad 

at yourself, just stay in or do it the next night.  

Iõve done that before but I didnõt get mad and 

yell at myself.  I will follow through by just mov-

ing on and not yelling at me or my friends.  We 

can learn when we make mistakes.  Thatõs what I 

learned from President Obamaõs speech. 

By Jake  

 President 

Obama wants me to 

try my best every 

day.  Just because I 

feel like thereõs a rain 

cloud only over me, it 

doesnõt mean I 

shouldnõt do my home-

work.  I will follow 

through with this by 

making myself a good day.  All I need is fun.  

Fun meaning a rainbow in my brain.  If my 

brain is fueled, Iõm happy.  I think I should 

set this record for myself.  

 

By Rylee  

 President Obama 

wants me to let my fail-

ures teach me.  I will do 

this by listening to ad-

vice from teachers and 

other students.  If I 

spell something wrong I 

will ask for help and try 

to do it better next 

time.  He knows everyone canõt be perfect but 

we can try.  I will do my best to learn from all 

of my mistakes.  Iõll get everything done when 

itõs due and how itõs supposed to be. 

 

By Sarina  

 President Obama 

wants me to correct my 

own mistakes and learn 

from them.  I will can 

through with this. 

Whenever I make a mis-

take I can find out what 



I did wrong and learn from it.  For example, if 

I get something wrong on a test, I wonõt give 

up.  I will see what I did wrong, then under-

stand what I did and correct it.  That is how I 

will learn from my own mistakes.  

 

By Joey  

 President Obama 

wants me to learn no 

matter what the circum-

stances are.  He wants 

me to learn from my mis-

takes.  He also wants me 

to not drop out of 

school.  I will follow 

through with this so that I can go to college 

and graduate.  I think that I can help country 

by being an inventor.  I will invent anything 

that can help the world.  That is what I will do 

to make this country a better place.  

 

By Maggie  

 President Obama 

wants me to have no ex-

cuse for not doing my 

work and he wants me to 

follow through and do 

my work properly.  I will 

follow through by doing 

my best work all the 

time.  

 

By Michael  

 President Obama 

wants me to set my own 

record.  I will follow 

through on this because 

I will have a brighter fu-

ture.  For example, I will 

finish every project I 

start, and work hard to 

be as creative as I possibly can be.  If I follow 

this I can change the world one day.  

 

By Ben 

 President Obama 

wants me to have a great 

future by learning from 

my mistakes.  I will fol-

low though on this be-

cause it will make me a 

better person.  Trying 

harder to correct my 

mistakes is very important.  For example, 

working harder to be a better speller and 

reader, trying hard to understand big words 

that I read, and helping others learn are a few 

of the important changes I plan on making in 

this world.  

 

By Daniel  

 President Obama 

want me to learn from my 

mistakes.  I will follow 

through with this because 

my dad makes me do my 

work over if I do my work 

wrong.  My dad always 

wants me to be neat so he wants me to do 

stuff over if I do it wrong.  I could pretend 

Iõm my dad so I could do stuff right the first 

time.  If I do something wrong I could try to 

find out the answer.  Thatõs what President 

Obama wants me to do.  

 

By Maddie  

 President Obama 

wants me to use my fail-

ures to teach me.  I will 

follow through with this 

by looking at why I 

failed and trying not to 



do it again.  For example, if I lied I would learn 

to not lie again.  I would not let it go and for-

get it.  I would really think about it.  If I fail 

it doesnõt mean that Iõm not smart.  It just 

means that I am still learning.  

 

By Carolyn  

 President Obama wants me to try my 

best every day.  President Obama said that 

the future depends on us.  That means if we 

donõt try our best then our world would be a 

mess.  I help the 

world by adopting 

wild animals.  They 

donõt really come and 

stay at my house, but 

I do raise money to 

give to charity to 

help endangered ani-

mals and give them 

food and a place to 

stay.  If we all pitch 

in and do something 

good for the world, then we can accomplish a 

lot.  So try your best every day!  

 

By Travis  

 President 

Obama wants me to 

always ask for help 

if I need it.  Lots 

of kids donõt ask 

for help because 

they think it will 

make them weaker 

and not as tough or 

cool.  Well, if you 

ask for help you are actually becoming 

stronger.  I will follow through with this by al-

ways asking for help if I need it.  I will never 

just try to guess  

By Jack  

 I think President 

Obama is trying to tell us 

that we should work our 

hardest.  For example in 

football you have to work 

your hardest or you have 

to pay the price.  I will 

follow through with this 

because I like getting a 

good grade. 

 

By Hunter  

 President Obama wants me to really try 

hard in school, learn 

from my mistakes, and 

forge my own future.  

Also he wants me to 

never give up.  I will 

do this by doing my 

best, and by learning 

how to do something 

right the second time 

when I donõt do it 

right the first time.  

Also I will never stop working.  

 

By Caroline  

 President 

Obama wants me to 

try my best and put a 

lot of effort into my 

work.  I will follow 

through with this by 

taking my time and 

thinking it through.  

If Iõm stuck, then I 

will try my best to 

figure it out.  I will 

not cheat either.  I 

will try my hardest until itõs done. 



By Maddy  

 President Obama 

wants me to try my best in 

all work I do.  I will follow 

through by not rushing on 

my work.  Also by checking 

it and making it readable.  

I will remember to turn it 

in completed.  I will try to 

spell everything right too.  

That is how I will do my best work, all the time.  

 

By Allyson  

 President 

Obama said to all the 

school children around 

the country that we 

learn from our mis-

takes.  I will follow 

through with this by 

learning from my mis-

takes and not doing 

them again.  For exam-

ple, one time I made a mistake by not doing 

something important and got in trouble and then 

I learned from it.  

 

By Lukas  

 President 

Obama talked to 

school children across 

the United States.  I 

think President Obama 

wants me to practice 

my violin.  I will do this 

by playing it every day.  

I will try to finish all 

the violin books.  I will 

try to be a violin teacher and maybe even a fa-

mous violist in the orchestra.  I might even 

write my own music.  

By Samantha  

 President Obama talked about how the 

future of America depends on us. This is impor-

tant to me because 

soon we will be adults 

and will hopefully be 

working. If weõre not, 

then the country will 

not be what it is today. 

The President also said 

that just getting in 

trouble, doesnõt mean 

youõre a trouble maker. 

I think he meant that 

when youõre in trouble, you shouldnõt feel like a 

bad person, just donõt do it again. The speech 

was powerful to me and I will try to follow 

through with the things that he said and try to 

make America an even better place.  

 

By Brandon  

President Obama 

wants me to believe in my-

self.  I will follow through 

with this to show other kids 

that they should believe.  I 

will prove to other kids that 

they can believe in them-

selves by showing that I can.  

Everybody is changing by 

the second so I believe it 

will be easy to believe.  

 

 

 

By Jack  

 Barack Obamaõs speech about school 

spoke to me. It told me I should take advantage 

of my opportunities, so that I can have a better 

career. If I have the chance to move up in a 



 

math class, I should take it because it could 

help me become a better scientist or engineer. 

If I have free time, I should read. It could 

help me become a doctor or a journalist. If you 

have a chance to take an exciting writing class, 

take it. It could help you become an author. 

Take your opportunities while you can so you 

can have a better life.  

 

By Caitlyn  

 The big idea for school this year is to 

have your own voice and to have confidence in 

yourself and the decisions you  make. You can-

not let others tell you what to do or what to 

say. You control your own life. This is what I 

learned from Barack Obama.  

 

By Liam  

 Obamaõs speech meant many things to 

me, but most importantly, it meant that I must 

make my own future. The choices that I make 

will determine where Iõll go in life. Do you want 

to be a homeless person, or have your dream 

job? It all depends on the choices you make in 

life. If you have an opportunity to take an ex-

tracurricular class, take it. If you donõt get 

something right away, try again. Failure is the 

key to success. Also, always make yourself 

proud. Obamaõs speech was truly amazing. 

 

By Kai  

 I think that everybody should make 

goals. If you donõt make goals, you wonõt get a 

good job. My goal is to be a great artist. Itõs 

important to have goals when making a plan. 

There are many goals that people can accom-

plish. Anybody can make a goal to succeed.  

Kai Lucero 

 

 

By Allison  

 You may ask why I titled this paragraph, 

òResponsibilityó. I titled it this because you 

need to be responsible for everything you do. 

If youõre responsible, it could mean that you 

would do your homework and stay in school. 

This is important because you need to do your 

job for your country. You need to stay in 

school so that you can become a doctor and 

maybe create a cure for cancer. All Iõm saying 

is that if you stay in school and be responsible 

it could end up as your life.  

 

By Sage  

 I liked how Obama talked to the stu-

dents of America and encouraged us to do 

good and donõt drop out. He inspired me to do 

well and not give up. He inspired me not to be 

lazy, and when Iõm old enough, to get a good 

job. He inspired me to go to college.  

 

 

By Olivia  

 Barack Obamaõs speech said that you 

need to stay in school. Follow your dreams. 

Know what you want. Learn from your mistakes, 

because failure is the key to success. Believe 

in yourself and you will never give up. You must 

always have faith in people. More importantly, 

have faith in yourself. So do your best, no 

matter what. Try your hardest, because you 

can do anything.  

 

By Lauren  

 What Obamaõs speech meant to me was 

that failure is normal. This stood out to me be-

cause I do plays, and the first time I tried, I 

didnõt get the part I wanted. Then later, I 

tried out for a play that other kids had al-

ready been rejected from. I got a part! I 



learned from my first rejection that I didnõt 

get the part I wanted because I didnõt speak 

loudly enough. I tried to do better the next 

time and I made it! I learned from the times 

that I failed.  

 

By Annalise  

 Obamaõs speech talked about the impor-

tance of education. He explained how impor-

tant it is to take your schoolwork seriously, 

and said that you need to stay in school. If you 

are having trouble in school, donõt give up. You 

should ask questions and learn from your mis-

takes. You are in charge of your own future, so 

always try your best. It is always important to 

remember that you donõt know what you can do 

until you try.  

 

By Summer  

 Barack Obamaõs speech spoke to me 

about not giving up on myself. I sometimes give 

up when I get really frustrated, but that does-

nõt mean I should give up forever. I should just 

keep trying and keep practicing because prac-

tice makes perfect. If you have a dream, you 

should follow it. If it gets hard, just keep 

practicing and trying. This is the message I 

got from Obamaõs speech. 

 

By Nicki  

 Barack Obamaõs speech really spoke out 

to me. He said that we were in charge of our 

own future. If we donõt try hard, we will be 

letting everyone down, including ourselves. So 

what heõs saying is this: if you donõt try hard, 

you wonõt get the future you want. And even if 

you fail, you must learn from your mistake. I 

want to be a pro hockey player, so the speech 

meant a lot to me. Now you know why.  

 

By Isabel  

 President Obamaõs speech made me feel 

like I need goals. One goal I have is to get my 

homework turned in on time. Another one is to 

read over 1000 pages in three months. Goals 

are important if you want to be successful in 

life. The Presidentõs speech inspired me to 

have new goals. 

 

By Dana  

 President Obamaõs speech really spoke 

to me. We all have our own responsibilities and 

choices for our own future. If you drop out of 

school, not only do you let yourself down, you 

let your country down as well. Also, when life 

gives you an opportunity, take advantage of it. 

If you didnõt have the best childhood but you 

go and stay in school, you can have a great ca-

reer.  

 

By Sonya  

 In Obamaõs speech that we saw today, 

many things spoke to me. One thing that I par-

ticularly liked was that failure is your key to 

success. That is pretty much saying that you 

can learn from your mistakes. For example, 

J.K. Rowling had to re -do her first Harry Pot-

ter book ten times before the publishing com-

pany would actually publish it. That is a great 

example, because she probably looked at the 

book and saw what part wasnõt interesting the 

publishers, and she made it better. Now we 

have a fantastic series of Harry Potter books.  

 It is not only in school work that you can 

learn from your failure but in many other 

things, including sports. For example, if you 

are in basketball and you keep missing the 

hoop, you can find out why, practice your new 

strategies, and soon youõll be scoring hoops all 

the time. So make sure that if you fail you 

donõt give up, but you keep on trying. 




