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Robot Madness  
By: Matthew, 3 rd  Grade 

  Have you every heard of robots?  

Not like science fiction robots that turn 

into cars and stuff, but real robots like 

they make at MIT (Massachusetts Insti-

tute of Technology) to go to Mars.  Two 

examples, òSpiritó and òOpportunityó are 

NASA robots on Mars.  Do you want to 

build things like that?  If you do then 

the place for you is MIT, but kids canõt 

go there yet.  So what can we do?  We 

can do Lego Mindstorms.  It was re-

leased in 1998 and sold commercially as 

the Robotics Invention 

System (RIS).  The 

next version was re-

leased in 2006 and is 

called Lego Mind-

storms.  Finally, last 

year version 2.0 came 

out.  The version that 

was released in 2006 

contains three òservoó 

motors and one for touch, light, sound 

and distance capabilities.  Does that 

sound fun to 

build?  But, 

where can 

you do such 

things?  

Well not at 

home be-

cause it is 

really expensive. Well the answer to 

that question is Douglass of course!  

Mrs. Trautwein and Ms. Maxwell have 

been doing just that with a small group 
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of students for 6 

weeks.  It ended two 

weeks ago, but in April 

they will start another 

session that will take 

place in the Enrichment 

room on Wednesdayõs 

afterschool.  I have 

participated and I 

thought it was so much fun.  Members of 

the group were asked what their favorite 

part was.  Jackson said, òBuilding robots 

and making them go.ó  Autumn said, 

òBuildingó and Alex says that his favorite 

part was òmaking cool robots with all the 

sensors.ó  Last, but not least Travis says 

that his favorite part is òbuilding stuff and 

completing missions.ó  There are limited 

spots so if you want to participate you bet-

ter get your permission slip in fast when 

they are sent out.   
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Molly  òMy sisters Ashley and Kate.ó 

Mrs. Bennett òMayonnaiseó 

Dori òSweató 

Kaylea òSpidersó 

Rielly òSpidersó 

Ellen  óGiant squidsó 

Ryker  òHornetsó 

Monica òGreat White Sharksó 

Tina Reilly ófrogsó 
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Anneka went around Douglass and 

asked students & teachers òWhat 

are you most afraid of?ó 

 


