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Winter Break 

It is the time of the season to celebrate the holidays with family and friends and to pass on family traditions and 

memories to our children.  Traditions are important because they make us who we are today.  It is also important 

to think of the people who are less fortunate than us at this time.  I would like to thank all of the families that 

donated and shopped for the Heatherwood Shares program this year.  We were able to 

make a difference in the lives of 16 Heatherwood families.  There will be smiles on their 

faces because of your generosity.  I would also like to thank Mary Swanson for coordi-

nating the Shares program.  It is a tradition that has helped support so many Heather-

wood families over the years. 

Heatherwood Elementary has many things to celebrate this year.  We have a fabulous 

student body, teaching staff and parental support.  I think we have the most creative 

and caring children in the entire world!  The Colorado Department of Education awarded 

our school the 2011 John Irwin Award for achieving state wide honors.  We have three teachers, Mrs. Jenkins, 

Mrs. Cornacchia and Mrs. Kamphuis that have received Impact on Education Classroom Innovative Grant awards 

for their grade levels.   

Heatherwood has also learned this week that we have received this year’s National Center James L. Oberstar 

Safe Routes to School Awards, and we are only one of two schools in the country to receive this recognition.  It is 

a very prestigious award.  I would like to thank the Safe Routes to School Committee, both present and past 

members, and of course Amy Thompson who has spearheaded so many improvements at and around our school.  

The judges were uniformly impressed with the number and variety of the programs as well as the accomplish-

ments that were achieved in such a short amount of time.  They unanimously noted that Heatherwood's program is 

an outstanding one and is an example for other programs across the nation.  The National Center commented they 

are looking forward to presenting our award to the passionate students, staff and parents of Heatherwood Ele-

mentary.  We are fortunate to have many gifts at Heatherwood, and we never rest on our laurels, but continuously 

find ways to make improvements for our students and community each day. 

An important note about our PTO funded Child Assault Prevention Program: 

The Child Assault Prevention Program (CAP) will present a workshop for Heatherwood parents on Thursday, Janu-

ary 5 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm that covers information on the issues and dynamics of child abuse and neglect, defini-

tions and indicators of abuse, information on how to respond to children in crisis, the responsibilities of mandated 

reporters, resources in our community, the history and philosophy of CAP and a description of the role-plays and 

assault prevention techniques used in the children’s workshop.  CAP will present workshops in all classes this 

school year.  The workshop consists of a guided group discussion about the right of every child to live strong and 

free from abuse and demonstration of assault prevention techniques.  All Pre K-5 Heatherwood parents are en-

couraged to attend the parent workshop.  If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

 

Best Regards from the Heatherwood Staff for a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year! 

Mr. O 



Two Schools Recognized for Safe Routes to School Top Honor 

 

Heatherwood Elementary School and Omro Middle School  

Receive 2011 Safe Routes to School Award 
(CHAPEL HILL, N.C.)  December 16, 2011 — Each year, the National Center for Safe Routes to School has 

the privilege of recognizing one Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program in the country for outstanding achievement in promoting safe walking and 

bicycling to school. This year - a first in the history of the James L. Oberstar Safe Routes to School Award - two schools will receive this national 

honor: Heatherwood Elementary School in Boulder, Colo., and Omro Middle School in Omro, Wis. 

―Both schools developed comprehensive Safe Routes to School programs to change the commuting culture of students in very different ways,‖ said 

Lauren Marchetti, director of the National Center for Safe Routes to School. ―Both of this year’s Award recipients are being recognized for devel-

oping and implementing successful programs unique to their individual school’s needs. This creativity led to increased walking and bicycling to 

school at Heatherwood, and a new mindset among Omro students and the community that incorporates active transportation as a way of life.‖ 

Heatherwood Elementary School 

At Heatherwood Elementary School, a 2008 parent survey revealed that few students were walking or cycling to school because a rural highway 

bisects the school’s attendance area. Heatherwood received $235,000 for infrastructure improvements to a crosswalk that spans the highway and 

$9,000 for education and encouragement activities by Colorado Department of Transportation. This funding, paired with tremendous support for 

the program from parents and faculty, brought about great change at the school. In just three years, Heatherwood Elementary School’s SRTS ef-

forts and activities resulted in an increase from 12 percent to more than 43 percent of the school’s students regularly walking and bicycling to 

school. 

What stood out most for SRTS Coordinator Amy Thompson was the inclusion of the school’s autistic children in the district-wide Bike to School 

Day, an effort funded by $1,000 mini-grant from the National Center. 

―We took a huge risk trying something that had never been done before, and it turned out beautifully,‖ said Thompson. ―We had lots of parents 

with tears in their eyes and children who had never been on a bike before not wanting to get off of the tandems.‖ 

Omro Middle School 

 

In the small, rural city of Omro, about 42 percent of middle school students live within two miles of the school, but many of these students must 

cross one or more major barriers, including two highways and a river, to get there. As a result, 90 percent of students are eligible for bus service. 

Despite these challenges, all students, regardless of how they travel to and from school, are exposed to a wide variety of SRTS education and en-

couragement activities. For instance, Omro Middle School has developed a cycling program using a fleet of more than 35 bicycles that is available 

to students during Physical Education classes, lunch and special events and trips. The bicycle fleet is maintained by the school’s ―Young Mechan-

ics" who are trained high school and middle school students working in a fully tooled bike shop. 

 

―Today we are seeing more and more U.S. cities establishing bike sharing programs, but what is especially impressive about Omro is that the mid-

dle school organizes and runs the program itself, rather than a civic or adult organization,‖ said Marchetti. 

 

In 2009, Wisconsin Department of Transportation awarded $21,054 for the school to complete an SRTS plan, and a total of $101,438 will be au-

thorized for infrastructure activities and to upgrade their bicycle education course. 

―The staff at Omro Middle School saw Safe Routes to School as a way to augment physical education years ago at a time when budget cuts re-

duced the number of weekly physical education classes for students,‖ said Melissa Kraemer Badtke, Safe Routes to School Coordinator and Asso-

ciate Planner at East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. ―Students are developing a bicycling culture and want to make bicycling 

their primary mode of transportation to school and to and from their friends’ houses. It fulfills middle school aged students’ wants and desires to 

become independent.‖ 

The two schools were selected to receive the 2011 Award by a committee comprised of representatives from: the Institute of Transportation Engi-

neers (ITE), the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), the Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center 

(PBIC), the Safe Routes to School National Partnership and the National Center for Safe Routes to School. 

      ### 

About the Safe Routes to School Award 
The James L. Oberstar Safe Routes to School Award is given annually for outstanding achievement in implementing a Safe Routes to School pro-

gram in the United States. The award is named for James L. Oberstar, former chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

(2007-2011) and former U.S. Representative for Minnesota's 8th Congressional District (1975-2011), to honor his dedication to American school-

children as the pioneer for the federal Safe Routes to School Program.  Mr. Oberstar sponsored the Safe Routes to School legislation that strives to 

create safe settings to enable more children and parents to walk and bicycle to school. 

The National Center for Safe Routes to School opens a call for applications each year, usually in the fall, and evaluates applications with assistance 

of an expert panel representing organizations that promote safe walking and bicycling. For more information, visit www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-

central/success-stories/safe-routes-to-school-award. 

About the National Center for Safe Routes to School 

Established in May 2006, the National Center for Safe Routes to School assists states and communities in enabling and encouraging children to 

safely walk and bicycle to school. The National Center serves as the information clearinghouse for the federal Safe Routes to School program. The 

organization also provides technical support and resources and coordinates online registration efforts for U.S. Walk to School Day and facilitates 

worldwide promotion and participation. The National Center is part of the University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center with 

funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration. For more information, visit www.saferoutesinfo.org. 

 

 

Media Contact: 

Caroline Dickson, Communications and Marketing Manager, National Center for Safe Routes to School, (919) 962-5835, dickson@hsrc.unc.edu 

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/success-stories/safe-routes-to-school-award
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/success-stories/safe-routes-to-school-award
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org


December 19-January 2  Winter Break    NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday, January 3  Teacher Work Day   NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, January 4  Students return to school 

Thursday, January 5  School Tour & Classroom Observation 8:30-9:30 am  Pit 

    CAP Parent Presentation   5:00-7:00 pm  Library 

Friday, January 6  PTO Meeting    8:10 am   Pit 

Friday, January 6  Teacher Switch Day/Twins Day—Students can pair up to dress alike and some teachers will  

    switch classrooms for teaching an hour that school day.  

Monday, January 9  DPLT Meeting    6:30 pm   Library 

Friday, January 13  Yearbook Cover Art deadline 

Monday, January 16  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  NO SCHOOL 

HUSKY SHARES 

An omission from last month's blurb: I would like to also thank former Heatherwood Huskies and current Platt eighth 
graders Grant Williams and Morgan Katnik for their time spent as Greeters at King Soopers during the "Let's Bag Hunger" 

food drive. Great job guys, and a Husky Paw fist bump to you!  

 What a terrific group we had for our December outing! Husky Paw High-Fives go to Griffin Aubrey, Anna Katnik, Matilda 
Yeats, Katie McClatchey, Garrett Christopher, 
Zachary Christopher, Arwen Vieville, Hunter 
Gottlieb, Lara Gottlieb, and Kate Wilsted! Thanks 
also to parents Kathy Christopher and Cyndi 
Aubrey!  The students worked so hard and be-
cause these kids are so diligent, Sue, the Volun-

teer Coordinator, put us to work right away on 
sorting bread! They divided the breads into 
three categories: sweet, sliced, and other. The 
kids kept remarking how hungry they were! It is 
a recurring theme, which is why we have a big 
snack before we head over to Community Food 

Share.   

 We also had a chance to do a bit of math. Each 
pallet was loaded with two boxes wide and 

three boxes long, so 2 x3 = 6. Then, we looked 
at how high the pallets were stacked, and the 
kids did that math. Six boxes per level and there 
were four levels, so 6 x 4 = 24. Then, two boxes 
were missing from the top level, so 24 - 2 = 22. 
We did that math for each pallet and decided 
that we sorted over 60 boxes in one hour! Then 
we divided 60 boxes by the number of kids there, 10, so 60 / 10 = 6 boxes per student! These kids do a lot of work in 55 

minutes!  We didn't divide boxes per minute; that might be a good one to do at home.  

Our next trip is right after we return from Winter Break on Friday, January 6, from 2:30-4:15. If you would like to find out-
more about this program and sign up, please visit the Husky Food Share link http://www.bvsd.org/schools/

heatherwood/activities/huskyfoodshare/Pages/default.aspx to register your child!  

Thank you and have a wonderful, wintry break!  Cheers, Fran  

fkatnik@comcast.net, Text-3036416994@mms.att.net 

H- 303 527 0221, C- 303 641 6994 

http://www.bvsd.org/schools/heatherwood/activities/huskyfoodshare/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.bvsd.org/schools/heatherwood/activities/huskyfoodshare/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:fkatnik@comcast.net
mailto:Text-3036416994@mms.att.net


Student Messages:  Delivery of messages for changes in students’ after school plans are disruptive to the office,  

classroom teacher and to students.  It is the school policy that only emergency messages will be delivered to stu-

dents during the school day.  Play plans and after school “reminders” need to be taken care of outside of school.  

When an emergency message is called or emailed to the office staff, we will hold the messages until 2:15 pm.  At 

2:15 we will phone the student’s classroom teacher and give them the message.  Remember, you are disrupting the 

entire classroom of students’ learning when we interrupt for messages.  Please be respectful of the learning envi-

ronment. 

Boulder Rural Fire Department’s  

December Tips 

 

Dec. 4-10 National Handwashing Awareness 
Week reminds us to use warm water 
and soap for 30 seconds to kill germs 
and keep us healthier. 

 

Dec. 11-17 Carbon monoxide alarms and fire ex-
tinguishers are great safety-
conscious holiday gifts. 

 

Dec. 18-24 Merry Christmas from Boulder Rural 
Fire!  Blow out candles and unplug 
lights when you leave home or go to 
bed. 

 

Dec. 25-31 Happy New Year!  Make sure smok-
ing materials are completely extin-
guished during the celebrations.  
Smoking fires are a leading cause of 
house fires nationally. 

Free Dental Care  

Comfort Dental Offers Free Care On 
December 24 

 

Comfort Dental will once again offer free dental care to 
anyone who needs it on Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Day.  

Offices will be open on that Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  

It's called Care Day and Comfort Dental has been offer-
ing this community service for more than 20 years. Ap-

proximately 200 Comfort Dental dentists and 1,200 staff 
members donate their time on Care Day. Last year, 
Comfort Dental offices treated more than 7,000 patients 
on Care Day.  

 

Care Day is offered at ALL Comfort Dental general den-
tistry offices in nine states including Colorado, New 
Mexico and Texas.  

 
Offices will be open on Dec. 24, 2011 from 7:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m.  

 

On Care Day, all services are free to anyone. Patients 
are helped on a first-come, first-served basis, receiving 
a variety of basic dental care from cleanings to extrac-
tions. More serious dental problems are handled on a 

case-by-case basis and at the discretion of the individu-
al dentist.  

 
For more information about Care Day, visit the Comfort 
Dental website or call 1-877-330-7676.  

 
If you can't see a dentist on December 24, visit the Na-
tional directory of free dental care clinics for more clin-
ics.  

LOST & FOUND 

Friday is the last chance to go through lost and 

found items in the hallway outside the office.  The ir 

are numerous clothing including coats, hats, gloves,  

lunch boxes and water bottles.  Everything will be 

donated on Friday, December 14.  

http://www.comfortdental.com/
http://www.comfortdental.com/comfort-dental-care-day.html
http://www.comfortdental.com/comfort-dental-care-day.html
http://www.freedentalcare.us/ci/co-denver
http://www.freedentalcare.us/ci/co-denver


THANK YOU TO ALL THE 

SOUPER MONDAY VOL-

UNTEERS! 

Thank you goes out to Gabrielle 

Fuqua, Heather Gottlieb, Kate 

Schmid, and Melissa Hersch for making a meal for 

the teachers on November 7.  Also thank you to 

Mary Pierce, Michele Bailey, Anne Roan, Erika 

Reed, and  Seana Zimmer for making the           

December 2 meal for the teachers. 

LEARNING FAIR THANK 

YOUS 

The School-wide Learning Fair on No-

vember 17 was a great success thanks 

to the teachers who organized it, Ms. 

Hamlen and Mrs. Cornacchia.  Without the support 

from all the teachers, encouragement from the 

parents, and participation from the students, this 

event would not have been possible, Thank you to 

Ms. Hayes and the Hotshots school choir for kick-

ing off the event with a fantastic performance.   

The ice cream event was a great added extra 

thanks to the PTO for sponsoring it and to the ice 

cream scoopers: Wendi Hill, Mery Molenaar, Sa-

mantha Bennett, Melissa Hersch, and Romy La-

Borde. 

WE DID IT!   

WE REACHED OUR GOAL! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the 

Heatherwood Impact Month (H.I.M).  We have 

reached our HIM goal of $40,000!  One of the 

most important items funded by this money is for 

the paraprofessionals (aides) support at our 

school.  This includes the math/literacy, interven-

tionist, health room aide, recess & lunch support 

aides, and kindergarten teacher’s aide—important 

resources to all Heatherwood Students. 

Thank you also goes out to everyone who turned in 

their blue HIM form.  Mrs. Siemel’s second grade 

class won the HIM Participation Contest with 72% 

of the class turning in their HIM forms.  They 

have earned themselves a pizza party!   

HOLIDAY BAZAAR A SUCCESS! 

Thank you to Jen Hoppert for organizing the 

Heatherwood Holiday Bazaar on December 2.  

There were 16 vendors who attended along with 

the Ms. Hamlen’s 5th Grade Piggy Bank Project, 

Michelle Goffin’s KidzArt table for the kids, and 

Sue Herring’s Green gift wrapping table.  Thank 

you to all those who helped make this 

event a   success including Melissa 

Hersch, Romy LaBorde, Sherlyn  

Tronco, Sue Herring, Karen Zeid, 

Michele Bailey, and Renee Von Roenn.   

PIGGY BANK PROJECT HELPS 

FEED THOSE IN NEED! 

Thank you to everyone who participated and gave 

their quarters to the Piggy Bank Project. $185 

was raised for Community Food Share and will 

be used to feed up to 740 meals to people over 

the holiday season!  Great job 5th Graders!  

THANKS TO THE FALL MARQUEE 

VOLUNTEERS! 

The sign in front of the school is updated weekly 

thanks to all the wonderful volunteers we have 

doing it this past Fall.  Thank  you to Lisa Rock, B 

Allen, and Susan Nakamura for keeping us in-

formed on what’s happening at the school! 

HEATHERWOOD SHARES 

Thank you Mary Swanson for leading and organizing 

this wonderful holiday giving program to help those in 

our school in need during the holidays.  Thank you also 

to those all who participated! 







Heatherwood PTO 

invites you to  

DINNER AT THE FAIR 

Wednesday, January 26th 

 

   In conjunction with the Science 

Fair, we are pleased to offer a pasta dinner provided by 

the  The Smiling Moose Deli for just $5.00!   

 Dinner includes ziti with red sauce (no meat) and /or 

buttered noodles, salad, and garlic bread.  And…of course 

our wonderful Heatherwood community friends as dinner 

companions. 

 Please complete the order form below and return it to 

the school office by Friday, January 20th. 

 

 

Family Name________________________________ 

 

     

# of tickets 

   

 @$5.00 each 

 

Total 

 

 

     

      X     $5.00 

 

    $ 

(please make checks payable to Heatherwood PTO) 

Choose the time your family will dine 

5:30-6:00 pm________ OR   6:00-6:30 pm_______ 

 

The Science Fair is 6:30 – 7:30 pm 








