Afterlife Notes
The Egyptians believed that humans had 3 souls.  We focused on two:

· Ba-soul.  The ba remained attached to the body after death.  They hoped it would unite with the ka.

· Ka- soul or spirit double.  This was the part of the soul that ancient Egyptians believed went to the afterlife.  Egyptians believed the ka always had to be able to recognize its body and be able to go freely between the body and the afterlife.

How did ancient Egyptians make sure that the ka could recognize its body?

· Mummification—preserved the body as closely as possible to real life

· Cartouches—the ka could recognize its name in hieroglyphs

· Home for the ka—tombs or pyramids.  All of the personal items of the person were placed here for use in the afterlife.  Paintings could also be used as replicas.

· Sarcophagus (coffin)—often resembled the person

How did you get to the afterlife according to ancient Egyptians?

Once the ancient Egyptians had prepared the tomb they would place in the tomb a Book of the Dead.  This was an instruction book for the ka to battle the evil spirits on the way to the afterlife.

The last step for the ka to enter the afterlife was the Weighing of the Heart Ceremony. This was a belief and did not happen in real life.  They believed a person’s good deeds—represented by the Feather of Maat—as weighed against their bad deeds held in their heart.  If the feather was heavier they went to the afterlife.  If the heart was heavier a creature named Ammit ate it and the ka couldn’t go to the afterlife.  Anubis would pull down the feather if it was a tie.

What did they believe the afterlife was like?

The ancient Egyptians believed in an afterlife. The people believed that, after you died, life continued in the land of the Two Fields.  

In the beginning, they believed only pharaohs could board Ra's boat and travel to the land of the Two Fields. But the god Osiris changed that. Osiris opened the door to the afterlife to everyone in ancient Egypt who passed the Weighing of the Heart Ceremony.  

