WELCOME TO WORLD GEOGRAPHY 1:  THE AMERICAS
(FAQs) Frequently Asked Questions

1) What will I need daily in class?

Bring your 3-ring binder with 3 dividers, lined paper, pen/pencil, and assignment planner. Your atlas and daily geography folder will remain in class.

2) What other supplies should I keep in my locker?

Keep your scissors, glue, and colored pencils in your locker.  I will let you know when you need them for class.  Your backpack/bags are NOT allowed in class.

3) How much homework does this class have?

Expect to be finishing up assignments assigned in class a night or two each week.  My philosophy is that school is your job/work at the moment.  You are at work from 8:40-3:30.  So I expect for you to be working hard during that time.  We will learn a lot and have a lot of work to do in my class.  If you waste time in my class you will have more homework.
4) What will I learn about this year?

World Geography focuses upon the Western Hemisphere but excludes the U.S.  So we will learn about ancient cultures such as the Aztec, Inca, and Maya.  We will also look in-depth at South America, Central America, The Caribbean, Mexico, and Canada.  Most of the focus will be on present day issues.  We start with ancient Egypt to learn about the parts of a civilization, types of maps, and how culture and geography are related. Ancient Egypt is used as a comparison to the Aztec, Inca, and Maya cultures in the Western Hemisphere.
5) How do I know what my grade is?
It is your responsibility to know your grade.  I post grades weekly in class on the back wall.  Grades are also posted weekly on computer under Infinite Campus.  It will list any missing assignments.  It’s up to you to turn in any missing work.  
6) Is there any extra credit? No.
7) What if I think a paper has been graded wrong, I need make-up work or I need to tell Ms. Robinson something?

Come up to me at an appropriate time in class to ask me about it.  You should ask me first about mistakes, missing work, problems etc. since it’s about you.  Parents can send follow up questions if need be—but I find it’s best to have you (the students) handle issues with me first to learn how to be responsible for your education and to be self advocates.    
8) How can I, or my parents, contact Ms. Robinson outside of the school day?

99% of the time, all issues can be quickly handled by you (the student) in class the next day with me.  Otherwise, I can be emailed at heather.robinson@bvsd.org. You can call 720-561-5000 and enter 4051 to reach my voice mail.  I check email/phone messages once a day and will reply within 24 hours unless I’m not at work.  
9) How is late work graded?

You are graded on the quality of the work.  So if it’s “A” work; you will get an “A” on the assignment if it’s a formative or summative assignment.  Points will be deducted from your work habits section of your overall grade for it being late.  If the assignment is a work habits grade, points cannot be made up.
10)  What’s the grading scale?

A+    98-100 %




5= Advanced---- A                          
A      93-97 %




4= Above Average---- B
A-    90-92 %




3= Average---- C
B+    88-89%




2= Below Average--- D
B      83-87%




1= Unsatisfactory-- F
B-    80-82%

C+    78-79%




5= Advanced

C      73-77%




4= Proficient

C-    70-72%




3= Partially Proficient

D+    68-69%




2=Partially Proficient

D      63-67%




1=Unsatisfactory

D-     60-62%

F       59% and below

11) What happens if I’m late to class or forget my supplies?
If you are late to class 3 times you will get a before school detention in the office.     Make sure adults get you to school on time since being late to 1st period counts as a tardy.  If you forget your supplies you will go without.  Hopefully, you’ll remember the next day to bring your supplies.

12) Where can I find additional information about the class?
I have a webpage on Monarch’s website.  Look under faculty.  It contains a calendar with important dates, details about class work and homework, and links to handouts given out in class.  http://bvsd.org/schools/monarchk8/Faculty/heatherrobinson/default.aspx
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