Notes from Panama Canal Video “Panama Canal”—The History Channel

What were some problems that happened trying to build the canal?

· Panama was swampy

· The person who was first in charge to build the canal had never been to Panama

· Rainy season 8 months of the year

· There were lots of mudslides

· France tried first to build it for 9 years and almost went bankrupt

· Many workers caught malaria and yellow fever

· 75% of the people who entered the hospitals died

· Workers had to work in 120 weather

· After France failed the U.S. wanted to build the canal but did not control the land

· The U.S. helped the Panamanians with a rebellion against Colombia.  Colombia controlled that land at the time.

· They would need to remove mountains.

· Many people died from being hit by trains when parts of the mountain were removed and the dynamite would often go off at random times since it was so hot.

Solutions to the problems—

· The U.S. figured out mosquitoes were causing most of the problems with disease.  All work was stopped on the canal until the mosquito problem was worked out.  The brought in proper sanitation, put up screens on windows and doors.  People got a medicine called quinine to protect them from mosquitoes.  All standing water was drained.

· The U.S. paid Colombia 25 million for seizing part of its land and then paid Panama 10 million to operate and run the canal.  Panama did not agree to this.  In 1999 the U.S. gave the operation of the canal back to Panama.

· The U.S. used dynamite to remove the mountains.  Steam shovels were also used to do this.

· The U.S. brought in a lot of workers from the Caribbean islands to get it done.

Why is the Panama Canal important and other facts—
· It showed the U.S. becoming a world power

· It allowed for a 2 ocean Navy for the United States

· It is a short-cut instead of ships having to go around South America.  It saves 8,000 miles going from the U.S.’s west coast to east coast

· The canal opened in 1914 after 10 years of construction

· The canal lock system raised ships 85 feet to get to the man-made Gatun Lake and for the 8 hour journey from one ocean to another.
