NOTES FROM SLIDESHOW: URBAN VS RURAL IN MEXICO
URBAN (CITIES):  

The cities profiled were Veracruz, Mexico D.F. (Mexico City), and Merida

· Black markets—many cities have people who sell stuff cheaply without a permit.  In Mexico City the black markets cover sidewalk after sidewalk.  They exist because people can afford to buy from them and the police don’t stop it.

· Squatter Settlements—many cities have homes on the outskirts of town made of wood and tin.  People do this because they cannot afford to pay rent on apartments.  If no one claims the land they are on for 7 years it becomes their own land.

· Lots to do—cities offer many clubs, restaurants, stores, activities etc.  

· Crowded—Mexico D.F. has over 26 million people.  Mexico D.F. restricts on what days you can drive your car into town.

· Spanish influence—a lot of the building and churches were built by Spain.  So you still see a lot of Spanish architecture.

· Money—you will see lots trade and wealthy people in the cities.  It is very expensive to own a home in them.  On the outside of the towns is where most of the poor people live.

· Electricity—you have reliable electricity in the cities

· Water—you are more likely to have indoor plumbing.  Because Mexico’s water supply system is so dated there is a water shortage.  Water is turned off to most homes in Mexico between 4-8 hours a day.

· Lots of schools and universities.  School is free through 6th grade.

RURAL (Countryside)

Areas profiled were Oaxaca, Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Palenque, and Tabasco

· Homes are mainly made of concrete with tin roofs or from wood with palm leaves for a roof.
· Most jobs deal with farming.

· Most cannot afford phones, plumbing, or electricity.  You normally have to walk to go to a restaurant to use a phone.  Families often have wells.

· Schools beyond 6th grade are hard to find.

· Harder to get around on the roads.  Most people go on foot or buy bus or horse.

