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The School Calendar 

November December 
•    Tuesday, 11th, Veterans’ Day, NO SCHOOL 
•    Wednesday, 12th, Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 
•    Monday, 24th – Friday, 28th, Thanksgiving Break, 
     NO SCHOOL 

●     Monday, 1st, BVSD Open Enrollment period begins  
●     Wednesday, 3rd, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 
●     Friday, 5th, Professional Development Day, ½ day 
      for students. 
●     Tuesday, 9th, Art Show, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. then  
     Band/Orchestra concert, 7:00 p.m., MPR 
●     Wednesday, 10th, Musical Theater performance 
●     Thursday, 11th, Choir Concert 
●     Monday, 15th, History Day 
●     Wednesday, 17th, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 
●    Friday, 19th, First semester ends 
●    Monday, 22nd, Winter Break begins.     

January February 
●     Tuesday, 6th, School resumes  
●     Thursday, 8th, Science Fair 
●    Wednesday, 14th, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library. 
●     Friday, 16th, Open Enrollment period ends 
●     Monday, 19th, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, NO  
     SCHOOL 
●     Wednesday, 28th, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 

●     Wednesday, 11th, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 
●     Monday, 16th, Presidents’ Day, NO SCHOOL 
●     Wednesday, 25th, Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,  
     Summit Library 
 

* Conference and ½ Day Development Meetings Note: Summit students will be in class 8:00 – 12:15 p.m. 
 

                                                                                                   
The Tools for Learning campaign is off to a great start!  As of November 6th, 2008, we have received $18,505 

in donations from 54 families!!  
 

By now, you should have all received the Tools for Learning packet in the mail.  Please be sure to return your 
pledge card at your earliest convenience.  We ask that all of our families contribute to Summit’s annual fundraising 
drive.  Making a donation to our school is one of the best investments you can make.  By making a gift, you will be 
contributing directly to your child's education and the continued academic excellence of Summit. 

 
If you have any questions about this year's campaign, please contact Aline Christianian, Tools for Learning 

Chairperson at annualgiving@summitmiddleschool.org or 303-494-5571.   Thank you in advance for supporting 
Summit! 

 



Thank you to the families that have already supported Tools for Learning! 
 
Tony and Amy Adams 
Mansour Alipour-Fard 
Robert and Siga Andrews 
Brian Beitner 
Todd Bernatsky and Naoko Higa 
Shoshana and Michael Bilavsky 
Peter and Josie Black 
Mike Browning and Frances Hartogh 
Jay Buster and Hyeawon Chae 
Fei Chen and Puitai Kwan 
Aline and Jirair Christianian 
Mary Cowen 
Nancy and Jeff Davis 
Polly Dawkins and Nico Brooks 
Diane and Richard DeBella 
Kathy and Dan Dessau 
Prentiss and Nina Donohue 
Joanna Easton 
Maria Isabel Echenique and Tom Ingerson 
Krzysztof Franaszczuk and Maria Gamboa 
Kelli and Jeff Frykholm 
Dale Gaar and Rayma Skeen 
Janice and Stephen Garbarini 
Jonathan Hall and Elizabeth Hubert 
Mark Hanna and Kuang Yi Chen 
Kim and Dale Hartzell 
Emily and Mark Haynes 

George and Anne Hearn 
Bernardita and Robert Hutchinson 
Anna and Jack Kim 
Yoshie and Stephen Koester 
Rainer and Susan Kunz 
Bernard and Peyton Lester 
Robin and Kevin Luff 
David and Melissa Lurie 
Lucie and Mark Lyons 
James Mankovich and Karen Blakemore 
Mariusz Pagowski and Roguslawa Kochan 
Lea and James Peshock 
Voicu and Andrea Popescu 
Elizabeth and David Reed 
David Rudman 
Jenny and Paul Schwartz 
Julie and Michael Scott 
Jackie and Wayne Seltzer 
Chris and Lisa Shearer Cooper 
Joan Simon 
Eric Stevens and Michelle Wieber 
Elizabeth Stiles 
Veronica Trau 
Rosalie and Richard Vermeire 
Janet and John Winchester 
Maggie and Mark Yost 
Beth and Larry Zarian 

 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all of you who have generously supported the Campaign for Summit, our capital campaign to build a gym.  
We want to answer a few questions we have heard several of you ask. 
 
When will the gym be finished? 
We are working with the architects now on a timeline that completes the gym in December 2009 and we expect that 
will happen. 
 
Why do we have to pay for the gym?  Why isn’t the District paying for it? 
In our charter of 2006, BVSD agreed to pay at least $4 million in “hard costs” for Phase 1 construction, which we used 
to build the library, additional classrooms and make needed changes to the existing building.  Summit is a charter 
school with BVSD as our chartering authority.  Districts in Colorado are not required to include charter schools in 
district bond projects; however, the district agreed to include Summit (and other charter schools such as Horizons and 
Peak to Peak).  The district included Summit in the first phase, but in return, they required that Summit agree to build a 
gym.  The main reason the district required this of Summit was because they had agreed to put significant dollars into 
Summit-specific renovations to the building which they would have no use for if Summit or another charter school were 
not housed there.  The district wanted to make sure Summit was committed to staying at the site after they invested 
their dollars.  The Summit Board at that time agreed that it was a good trade to raise the $1 million for a much-needed 
gym in return for $4 million (plus soft costs) from the district for Phase 1.  The $4 million committed to Summit is much 
higher than the amount received by any other charter school.  Additionally, all unused public bond money (hard costs) 
from Phase 1 will go to Phase 2.  
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Admittedly, this is a difficult time for families to make an additional commitment to Summit financially and we are very 
appreciative of all those who do, and understand that there are those who can’t at this time.  We have raised 
approximately $450,000 from families whose children attended Summit in prior years.  Another $550,000 has come 
from families who have students at Summit in 6th through 8th grades now.   Furthermore, most districts in the state 
have not included charter schools in general bond issues and we are grateful for all of the resources BVSD has 
allocated to Summit and other charter schools. 
 
 
Becky Morley 
Summit Board of Directors, Chairman 
 
 
Thank you to the following families for their recent donations to our Capital Campaign. 
Jon Hall and Elizabeth Hubert  
Paul McCue and Holly Sprenkle 
Wendy and Brian Bloechle 
Paula and Mike Conroy 
Antonietta Capotondi and Jim Wilczak 
Xiaoying Song and Bo Wang 
Larry and Beth Zarian 
Nina and Prentiss Donohue 
Michael Kracauer and Ila Slimowitz 
Chris and Marlys Lietz 

Allen Tawa and Nita Desai 
Kevin and Iris Cassidy (Donohue) 
German Feyh and Debra Follette-Feyh 
Emily and Mark Haynes 
Rob and Maria Jenak 
Peyton and Henry Lester 
Robert and Pauline Sukiennicki 
Maruyama Family 
Karen Blakemore and James Makovich 
Felice and Robert Fenwick-Smith 

 
We really appreciate their generous and timely gifts toward the building of Summit’s new gym. 
 
Barbara Kostanick 
Campaign Chairwoman 

FYI 
  

 
High School Info for 8th Graders 
Eighth grade parents should have received an e-mail 
regarding Summit’s High School Course Placement 
Recommendation Guidelines. Eighth grade teachers 
will be using these general criteria to make individual 
course placement recommendations for their students 
in February.  Course placement recommendations are 
provided as a courtesy to parents and students, to 
assist with selecting and registering for courses at the 
high school. 
 
Ms. Bartley will also provide copies of these guidelines 
for students when she visits 8th grade classes during 
the first week in December to discuss high school 
enrollment. During the week of November 17 through 

21, parents will receive further information via e-mail 
about events for prospective students that will be held 
by high schools during the open enrollment period. 
 

Beautify The Halls with Framed Artwork 
I am planning on putting up framed student artwork in 
Summit’s hallway and I am looking for a Summit family 
who might be in the framing business and can help us.  
If you are in the business or know someone who is 
please contact me at Summit. Thank you,  
Sue Baruch, Art Teacher 
  
Guys and Dolls 
SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday, December 10, 7pm 
GUYS & DOLLS JUNIOR at New Vista High School 
presented by Summit’s Musical Theatre class  

Community Connections 
Parent Education & Social Activities 

 
International Gathering 
Please join us this month for a "through the looking glass" discussion of how the rest of the world views our election.  
Come prepared to share a couple of perspectives from abroad, either from the foreign press or the opinions of friends 
or family that live overseas.  This will surely spark a lively discussion amongst ourselves as well. 
When: Friday, November 14th, after student drop-off (8:15-9:30 am) 
Where: Dushanbe Tea House, 1770 13th Street (between Arapahoe and Canyon) 
RSVP: Dita Hutchinson at ditazap@mac.com or 303-499-9467 
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Parent Book Club 
Please join us for our next meeting of the Summit Parent Book Club when we discuss Too Much of a Good Thing: 
Raising Children of Character in an Indulgent Age by Dan Kindlon. We will meet on Tuesday, December 2nd in the 
Summit library from 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Please contact Kim Haines if you have any questions. (hainesk@indra.com or 
303-546-0900) 
  

Summit Mom’s Monday Morning Mingle Walk/Hike 
If you can make one or more of the walks or hikes, please contact Michele Fishman to get on the email list for 
directions, updates or cancellations:michelefishman@hotmail.com
Holiday Shopping 
We don’t sell cookie dough or wrapping paper at Summit, but we do, on occasion, choose fundraising opportunities 
that we call “passive income” programs. These include shopping you may already being doing where we have an 
opportunity to earn a percentage for the school.  Upcoming programs in this area are: 
  
Saturday, November 29th  
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Barnes & Noble on Pearl in Boulder 
Shop during these hours and a percentage will go toward Summit! 
  
Scrips Program for the Holidays 
Watch your Summit email next week for information on a program we will be running through mid-December to 
purchase gift cards to hundreds of stores with a percentage of the value coming to Summit.  
  
Next Community Connections Meeting: November 20th at 8:30 a.m. in library conference room.
 
 

In case of inclement weather 
As the season for winter weather approaches, we wanted to remind you of how to know when Summit is closed.  
School closure information will be posted on BVSD’s website (www.bvsd.org) and conveyed to the following local radio 
and television stations before 6:30 a.m.   
 

KGNU 88.5 FM  KWGN-TV Channel 2 
KJMN 92.5 FM KCNC-TV Channel 4 
KTCL 93.3 FM KMGH-TV Channel 7 
KISS 95.7 FM Bldr P.A.-TV Channel 8 
KBCO 97.3 FM KUSA-TV Channel 9 
KOSI 101.1 FM  KDVR-TV Fox 31 News 
FOX 103.5 FM KHOW 630 AM 
KOOL 105.1 FM KOA 850 AM 
KBPI 106.7 FM KRCN 1060 AM 
  KBNO 1280 AM 

 
Remember, if BVSD is closed, Summit (as a BVSD school) will also be closed! 

If Summit is not closed during inclement weather or less than ideal road conditions, please remember to allow 
extra time to get to school so that your student will be on time!

                           2008-09 Share-A-Coat Program 
                                 sponsored by the Boulder Valley Rotary Club 

 
 
 

It’s time again for donating those too-small, somewhat-worn, but still-warm coats to the annual Share-A-
Coat program. 

Each year the Boulder Valley Rotary Club, with cleaning services donated by Art Cleaners in Boulder, 
collects coats from many of our local schools, cleans them and distributes them in mid-December to families and 
children who are in need of them. 

 Share-A-Coat Program, cont. 

mailto:michelefishman@hotmail.com
http://www.bvsd.org/
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A box has been provided at our school, so please send coats you are no longer using to school with your 
student. Both children and adult size coats are needed! 

The Boulder Valley Rotary Volunteers will pick up the coats from our school and deliver them to the 
cleaners. Coats will be picked up from your school on 11/6, 11/20 and 12/4. The last pick-up is scheduled for 
December 4. 

In addition to coats, we are also collecting children’s used storybooks and textbooks that can be recycled 
back through schools and other organizations. 

The top three schools (in terms of number of coats collected per student) will receive cash prizes of $150, 
$100 and $50 respectively. 

Let’s see what we can do for the less fortunate children in our community, and perhaps even win top 
honors! Thanks for your support! 

 
International Club 

It has been a busy month for International Club! 
 
Many thanks to all who supported us during fall conferences.  The money earned was donated to the organizations below. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
Stream Team.   
Nineteen club members helped with our fall clean-up of the 
stream in Tantra Park south of our school. We worked our way 
upstream and downstream, helping to clear trash so the stream 
will run smoothly and cleanly.  Many thanks to Lisa Dierauf, 
Boulder Valley Trail volunteer coordinator, for helping us each fall 
and spring with this wonderful project. 
Ms. DeNobrega, South Africa.   
Ms. DeNobrega, one of our esteemed math teachers, did a 
wonderful presentation on her native country of South Africa.  Her 
PowerPoint slides and explanations of so many fascinating 
aspects of the country had all of us intrigued and anxious to visit.  
Many thanks to Ms. DeNobrega. 
Corn Maze 
Many of our members expended a LOT of energy racing through 
the Anderson Farm Corn Maze a week before Halloween.  Lauren Kempton and Torin McDonald found every single 
punch in the maze!  We thank Mr. Piper, Mrs. Blakemore (Terrie Mackovich’s mom), Mrs. Dawkins (Jena Brooks’ mom), 
and Connie Travers (Lauren Kempton’s mom) for driving and playing with us! 
Adopt-a-Road 
On an absolutely gorgeous Sunday afternoon last week, club members cleaned our Adopt a Road, 51st St. from Jay Rd. 
to the Reservoir.  We always find fascinating trash :) and feel good about maintaining a clean Boulder community for all to 
enjoy.  We enjoyed ice cream at Glacier afterwards.  Many people along the road thanked us for our efforts! 
Food Drive 
In cooperation with NJHS, we are hosting a food drive for senior citizens in Boulder County.  Please bring canned goods, 
non-perishable foods and particularly boxed cereal to the boxes in your history classes.  Thank you for helping others less 
fortunate than ourselves. 
 
DONATIONS 
Room to Read:  This organization partners with communities to build schools and bi-lingual libraries; publishes local 
language children’s books, establishes computer and language labs and provides long-term scholarships to girls. 
Heifer International: Heifer projects around the world help families achieve self-reliance through the gift of livestock and 
training.  We donated a whole llama, a flock of chicks, a trio of rabbits, a gift of honeybees, and a share of a heifer, a goat, 
a sheep, a pig and a water buffalo! 
Compassion International: We recently adopted María, a middle-school aged child in Bolivia.  We will provide the funds 
for her education, health and personal development for one year. 
 
UPCOMING 
Presentations: Mr. Yang (Leon’s Dad) on China on Nov. 12.  
Mr. Kilgore, Summit French teacher on Colombia, Nov 19. 
 
 

Spring 2008 Honor Roll 
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6th Grade     7th Grade    8th Grade 
Erin Adams     Samuel Black    Jennifer Anderson 
Johanne Albrigtsen     Kristin Breakell    Joel Anton 
Joshua Anderson     Andrea Brent    Iris Belensky 
Seth Blum     Benjamin Brown    Caela Bialek 
Jyoti Campbell     Sarah Burns    Erin Biringen 
Maxx Chance     Hannah Cangilla    Alexander Black 
Lena Christianian     Claire Chen    Shannon Burke 
Michael Dessau     Janet Chen    Alyssa Carson 
Richard Easton     Kevin Chen    Joseph Combs 
Olivia Feeney     Kyle Christensen    William Conway 
Jackson Feld     Rachel Conway    Sarah Cutting 
Bailey Flanagan     Scott Davids    Rachel Daley 
Monika Franaszczuk    Nicolas Ericksen-Deriso   Michael Doenlen 
Joel Frykholm     Mia Farago-Iwamasa   Brian Engelhardt 
Logan Garbarini     Amanda Fenwick-Smith   Wilson Fanestil 
Lily Goldner     Elena Filatova    Gibson Farone-Collins 
Hannah Gould     Selina Foster    Sophia Gibert 
Genevieve Gregorich    Camron Gidfar    Madison Harman 
Meghan Haines     Kathleen Glynn    Heather Hilson 
Ryan Hartzell     Jhana Gottlieb    Emily Hoskins 
Larissa Hunt     Christian Gregorich    Luisa Jaeger 
Tonya Ingerson     Kelsey Hunt    Matthew Johnson 
Ella Jenak     Meaghan James    Carson Kahn 
Sarah Kaufman     Jonah Kim    Hannah Karpel 
Adam Kee     Benjamin King    Amy Lu 
Lauren Kempton     Katherine Kowal    Nikola Maksimovic 
Blake Kitayama     Nicholas Morris    Kathryn McClain 
James Kranzdorf     Alex Newhouse    Ivy McDermott 
Noel Leifer     Belinda Pak    Samuel Miller 
Calvin Lietz     Aaron Perley    Lara Norgaard 
Jack McClellan     Sarah Pykkonen    Michael Ozeroff 
Torin McDonald     Cierra Russ    Ramya Palaniappan 
Caroline McKee     Klaus Sade    Kelsey Piper 
Mallory Metzler     Catherine Scott    Caleb Pykkonen 
Erin Mooz     Michael Seltzer    Raj Ramamurthy 
Isabelle Nathanson     Anna Simon    Sarah Reed 
Veronica Pagowski     Lacey Smith    Karen Richardson 
Robin Reifsnyder     Isabella Soehn    Nicholas Schardt 
David Ritzwoller     Maggie Sun    Emily Scott 
Shannon Rosenblum    Meera Tawa    Alexander Stark 
Alan Scheuermann     Melinda Vickers    Katharine Steen 
Dylan Schlager     Sarah Walters    Julia Ting 
Hal Schultz     Amelia Waltman    Katharine Uhlir 
Emma Schwartz     Claire Wiener    Kristen Witt 
Maddy Searchinger     Evan Williams    Changyu Xu 
Laura Shearer Cooper    Mary Yost    Betty Yi 
Albert Soh          Jeffrey Young 
Pyrenee Steiner          Anna Yudina 
Jonathan Tari          Cindy Zou 
Kayla Tawa 
Gabrielle Vermeire 
Emma Vigers 
Nicole Weber 
Rayanne Weigel 
Lauren Winchester 
Leonard Yang 
Lawrence Zhang 
Victoria Zheng 
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Summit News 

Summit News is the official newsletter of Summit Middle School, 4655 Hanover Ave.,  
Boulder, CO 80305. 

Mr. David Finell, Principal. Ms. Amanda Avallone, Assistant Principal.  
Ms. Valerie Koch, Dean of Student Life. 

Telephone: 303-499-9511. Attendance: 303-499-9511, ext. 500. Fax: 303-499-0215. 
Summit News is e-mailed to the parents of enrolled students. Others are added to this list upon request. 

Summit News is available at www.bvsd.org/schools/summit and at the school in the wall boxes in the main 
hallway. 

Janet Schultz, Editor, cojayhawks@aol.com   
Some activities and events announced in Summit News are not sponsored or endorsed by Summit Middle 

School or the Boulder Valley School District. 
 

MISSION OF SUMMIT MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 To provide a rigorous, academic curriculum that promotes high levels of student effort and academic 

achievement 
 To foster high self-esteem through stimulating intellectual challenge and meaningful academic 

accomplishment 
 To inspire in students a lifelong love of learning and a desire for self-development 
 To create a community of peers who value scholarship, academic achievement, and creativity 
 To serve as an excellent preparation for students intending to study in the International Baccalaureate 

program and other college-preparatory high school programs 
 

ENROLLMENT IN SUMMIT 
Summit Middle School is a tuition-free, public charter school in the Boulder Valley School District, serving 
grades 6, 7 and 8 through mixed-age classes grouped by ability, interest, motivation, developmental level, 

and mastery of previous material - taught by teachers who are specialists in their subject areas. Prospective 
students register through the District's open-enrollment process at the beginning of the calendar year. Please 
go to BVSD’s Open Enrollment link for more information: http://bvsd.org/openenrollment/Pages/default.aspx  

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 2008-2009 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 
Becky Morley, President, Becky.Morley@summitmiddleschool.org  

David Kopel, Vice Pres., d.kopel@summitmiddleschool.org   
Debra Ritzwoller, Secretary, debra.ritzwoller@summitmiddleschool.org     

Amy Beringer, Treasurer, amy.beringer@summitmiddleschool.org  
Maggie Yost, Maggie.yost@summitmiddleschool.org  

Robin Luff, robin.luff@summitmiddleschool.org  
Yizi Xu, yizi.xu@summitmiddleschool.org  

Ali Gidfar, ali.gidfar@summitmiddleschool.org
Aline Christianian, aline.christianian@summitmiddleschool.org  

David Finell, Principal, 303-499-9511, david.finell@bvsd.org (ex officio) 
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